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Hi Lites

Creek restoration and preservation
highlighted at season’s first Resident Forum

by Karen Waldo
President Deborah May called 

the meeting to order on Monday, 
Nov. 3 at 1 p.m. She introduced the 
other Board members that were in 
attendance: Vice President Linda 
Smith, 2nd Vice President John 
Toombs, Corporate Secretary Pat 
Butler, Treasurer Terry Halbrook, 
Assistant Treasurer Diana 
Peacock, Director Kelly Newbury, 
Director Wolf Reimann, Activity 

Coordinator Lora Davis, Sergeant 
at Arms Ken Langell, General 
Manager  Chad Barber  and 
Assistant Manager Gina Wetter-
ling. 

 May announced that there 
would be refreshments and an 
opportunity to meet Barber and 
Wetterling following the meeting.

Randy Doell was thanked for 
acting as Interim General Manager 

while the Board was searching for 
a new manager. Doell also stayed 
to assist Chad Barber during the 
transition.

Terry Halbrook presented his 
treasurer’s report. The report will 
be uploaded to the the Resident 
Dashboard on the Travelers Rest 
Resort website.

Kelly Newbury and John 
Toombs gave a presentation on the 
completed repairs to the drainage 
creek located along 13th and 14th 
Avenues. Toombs spent hours 
phoning potential companies to 
bid on the project. After a firm was 
selected he ordered the supplies 
needed for each day and verified 
the receipt and billing. Newbury 
worked daily with the firm, 
climbing in and out of the creek.  
President May thanked both men 
for their work on the project. 

The TR Maintenance Com-
mittee, with recommendations 
from Kelly Newbury, John 
Toombs and John Perry of South-
ern Drainage, is developing a 
long-term maintenance plan to 
prevent future issues with the 
drainage creek. 

A $500,000 line of credit was 
established to cover the cost of the 

project rather than using money 
from the emergency fund. The 
Board has found that it is  important 
to have the emergency funds avail-
able when storm damage occurs. 
Contractors are willing to address 
our needs quickly when they will 
be paid for their service immedi-
ately. A $200 assessment has been 
added to this season's lease agree-
ments and Village maintenance 
fees generating over $119,000. TR 
used the funds to pay the first 
$100,000 installment on the line of 
credit. The assessment overage 
was used to reimburse the 
operating fund. Rather than 
increase lease agreements and 
Village maintenance fees to make 
the line of credit payments, an 
annual assessment will be issued.   

Several members of the TR 
Maintenance Committee have 
resigned. Jim Ridolfi, committee 
chairman, is looking for several 
volunteers to fill the vacancies. 
Experience and knowledge in the 
following three areas are pre-
ferred: 
• Building construction or struc-
tural experience with commercial 
buildings 

Continued on Page 3.

Photos by Ken Langell and Dan Zile
Florida limestone for shoring up creek.

Activity Reminders

Deadline looms for candidate resumes  
by Barry Sellick

Once again, the Board of 
Directors is calling for candidates 
to run to fill five (5) open positions 
for the 2025-26 Board of Directors. 
Three (3) directors will serve a 
three-year term, one (1) will serve 
a two-year term, and one (1) will 
serve a one-year term. We are 
hopeful that the number of candi-
dates will exceed the number of 
open positions.

Minimum qualifications for 
candidates to be considered for a 
position as director include:
• Stockholder of record
• Available in person or electroni-
cally (by President's prior 
approval) for Board meetings 
during the 12 months of the year 

(lighter schedule in the summer)
• Present in the park between Nov.1 
and April 1 (except for President's 
approved absences)
• Reasonable record of involve-
ment with and contributions to the 
activities of the park sufficient to 
demonstrate an interest in the 
quality and welfare of the resort
• Electronic communicative com-
petency including email, Micro-
soft Word and Excel
• Ability and willingness to serve 
as liaison to park activities and a 
working member of assigned 
committees
• Ability to maintain confidential 
information, and agree to sign and 
uphold the Non-Disclosure Agree-
ment once the election has been 

completed, before attending the 
first BOD Meeting
• Business experience, and/or 
educational, career or organiza-
tional membership experience that 
enables the potential candidate to 
contribute and function effectively 
as a member of the Board

The Board is looking for 
independent thinkers who can 
work well together in a team 
environment in the interests of our 
shareholders. It is our individual 
uniqueness and various skillsets 
that come together to create a 
Board of Directors that will 
continue to work to keep TR the 
special "home" that we share.

If you are willing to make the 
commitment to serving our com-

munity in this capacity, please 
email your resume to        
barry@trboard.onmicrosoft.
com or submit a hardcopy to TR 
mailbox 08-32 by end of  the day 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. 

Please include the informa-
tion requested in the "Minimum 
qualifications for candidates to be 
considered for a position as a 
director."

If speaking with any current 
or past director concerning their 
experience on the Board would be 
helpful in making your decision, 
please do not hesitate to do so. 
Thank you in advance for giving 
this "Call for Candidates" your 
consideration. Volunteers are the 
key to keeping TR running.

See Rick Wynn OneManBand 
Sunday, Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. in 
Busch Hall. See page 2.

TR Blood Drive
Monday, Dec. 1 from 8 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. TR Fire Station. See 
page 5.

Resident Forum
Monday, Dec. 1 at 1 p.m. in 
Busch Hall.

Reminders from 
Station 33
Don’t forget to:
Change your smoke detector 
batteries.
Update your Vial(s) of Life.
Ensure your address signs are 
visible at night. See page 5.

Call for Candidates
Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 5 p.m. is 
the deadline to submit your 
resume to become a candidate 
for a position on the TR Board 
of Directors. See page 1. 

TR Board of Directors for 2025-26

Photo by Bill Watkins
Front row: 1st VP Linda Smith, President Deborah May and 
2nd VP John Toombs.
Back row: Director Ruth Reeve, Director Kelly Newbury, 
Corporate Secretary Pat Butler and Director Wolf Reimann. 
Not Pictured is Director Barry Sellick.

Board of Directors terms
Director Kelly Newbury, three-year term ends March 2028
Director Wolf Reimann, three-year term ends March 2028
Director Ruth Reeve, one-year term ends March 2026
Corporate Secretary Pat Butler, term ends March 2026
Director Barry Sellick, appointed for this year, term ends March 2026
2nd VP John Toombs, one-year term ends March 2026
1st VP Linda Smith, term ends March 2027
President Deborah May, term ends March 2027

by Barry Sellick
The Call for Candidates has 

been issued. Please consider 
joining the Board of Directors and 
becoming part of the team as we 
strive to maintain and improve the 
wonderful park that we call 
Travelers Rest.

A FULL and diverse Board of 
Directors gives us the BEST 
opportunity to do what we collec-
tively consider the BEST for TR.

TR
TR

TR

TR TR TR

TR

TR

TR

Thank you for 
volunteering. 

Call 
for Candidates
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We are getting divorced!

submitted by Rich Kushman  
https://thefunnybeaver.com/15-really-funny-short-stories/  

An elderly man in Phoenix calls his son in New York and says, "I 
hate to ruin your day, but I have to tell you that your mother and I are 
divorcing. Forty-five years of misery is enough."

"Pop, what are you talking about?" the son screams.
"We can't stand the sight of each other any longer," the old man 

says. "We're sick of each other, and I'm sick of talking about this, so you 
call your sister in Chicago and tell her," and he hangs up.

Frantic, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the phone. "They're 
not getting divorced if I have anything to do about it," she shouts, "I'll 
take care of this."

She calls Phoenix immediately, and screams at her father, "You are 
NOT getting divorced. Don't do a single thing until I get there. I'm calling 
my brother back, and we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't do 
a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?" and hangs up.

The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife and says, 
"Okay, they're coming for Thanksgiving…now what do we tell them for 
Christmas? 

by Betty Kazymirczuk
Thank you all. Through your 

generosity to the Thanksgiving 
Food Drive, we delivered 20 boxes 
full of food along with two car-
loads of groceries in bags. If that’s 
not enough in itself, we gave 
Daystar a check for $4,500! God 
bless you all. 

The holiday food drive is still 
underway to benefit DayStar Food 
Pantry in Dade City. There are 
three ways you can help:

Cash donations - drop a check 
or cash donation in the Sunday 
collection basket or at the TR Post 
Office addressed to lot 11-01. 

Please make your check payable 
to TR Church Association and 
mark it “Food Pantry.” We’ll be 
happy to do the shopping for you.

Bring canned and non-
perishable food items to the Food 
Pantry in the TR Church Cabana 
at lot 11-01 or the table in Busch 
Hall. 

Pick up an empty Food Pantry 
box in Busch Hall or the TR Post 
Office and fill it with suggested 
items on the list. Return the filled 
box to the TR Church Cabana or 
the table in Busch Hall.

For help with delivery or to 
pick up filled boxes, you may call 

Dick Wheatley, Pat Greene or 
Betty Kazymirczuk. Their phone 
numbers are in the TR Directory.
Christmas boxes and donations are 
needed by Thursday, Dec. 17.  
Thank you for your generosity.

by Nancy McDowell
Welcome back to the new era 

of Tuesday Night Movies (TNM). 
I am Nancy McDowell and have 
taken over the task of running 
TNM now that Jim and Carol 
Henrikson have moved back to 
Canada. Not much will change for 
TNM, but I will be adding some 
new “features,” mostly short films 
prior to each feature-length movie. 
I encourage people to bring com-
fortable chairs or seat cushions to 
Citrus East for these showings. 

The list of movies is coming 
along. As we get closer to Janu-
ary’s first TNM date, I will share 
what is on the list. For now, I am 
diligently working on getting the 
sound system to work without 
issues, and assuming that gets done 
by end of year, we should be good 
to go with a great lineup of movies 
supported by a tremendous sound 
system.

Please direct any suggestions 
or complaints via email 
TRMovies@travelersrestresort.
com. Donations for movies and 
popcorn are always appreciated; 
they help keep this activity vital in 
our community.

by Pat Daubenmier
The Travelaires Orchestra 

would like to extend an open 
invitation to all instrumentalists 
for its upcoming season. If you’re 
new to TR, we are a group of 
musicians who enjoy making 
music together at  Tuesday 
afternoon rehearsals and sharing it 
with residents at a Friday Night 
Dances. We play for five dances, 
January to March. 

A musical  invitation 
for you

Exact program dates will be 
announced at a later date. There 
are no auditions and all are invited 
to see what we are all about. Just 
remember to bring your instrument 
with you! You say you haven’t 
played in years? Many of us hadn’t, 
but we are a very encouraging 
group. We are especially in need 
of low brass - trombones, bari-
tones, etc., but all are invited. 
Donations last year enabled us to 
purchase many new pieces of 
music and we’re eager to try some 
of them out and share them with 
our TR dancing family. It’s always 
a good time and we’d love to see 
you there.

by Katherine Shawver
We look forward to seeing you 

for Busch Hall Sunday Night on 
Sunday, Nov. 30 when we will 
welcome Rick Wynn to the Doug 
Pedersen Stage. 

Rick Wynn OneManBand is a 
musician based in Tampa, Fla. 
Rick specializes in playing much 
loved cover tunes from the ‘60s to 
the ‘90s ranging from classic rock, 
southern rock, folk, pop, country 

and blues. We may enjoy the music 
we loved like Pink Floyd, America, 
Clint Black, Lynard Skynard, 
Simon & Garfunkel, Bob Seger, 
Steve Miller and others.

He was born in Tampa, has 
lived here all of his life, loves 
performing music and prides 
himself on playing songs close to 
the original artist.

Remember our Ice Cream 
Social from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m.

Tuesday
Night

Movies

Flea Market with coffee and 

donuts 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. in 
Busch Hall.
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Briefings from the Board

DEBORAH MAY

"The happiest and most fulfilled people are 
those who devoted themselves to something 
bigger and more profound than merely their 
own self-interest." ~ John Glenn

by Deborah May, President
Pets live here too! 

Welcome back to all those 
residents who have been away over 
the summer. This season promises 
to be another spectacular time to 
be here and away from the cold up 
north. In September, I started 
counting the days until my return 
to TR. Even my two dogs were 
excited as we turned into the 
entrance of TR letting me know, 
“we’re home, time to see our 
friends and have fun.”

As the end of hurricane season 
approaches, the good news is no 
bad storms for us this year. Mother 
Nature has been good to us this 
year. She allowed us to finish the 
creek project without major 
interruptions. Although a little rain 
now would be nice as Vanishing 
Lake is vanishing.

When TR was built in the early 
l970s it was a PET-FREE 
Airstream Park. It wasn’t until 
sometime in the early 2000s that 
the Board of Directors had to deal 
with a request to allow pets. 
Change is never easy and this 
change was met with strong 
dissension among the residents. 
Some wanted pets, others were 
adamant that it remained a pet-free 

park.   A compromise was achieved 
when 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Streets 
in RV South between 14th and 17th 
Avenues were designated as no-pet 
streets. Owners of outdoor pets are 
not permitted to lease or sub-lease 
any of the lots on these streets. 
There has been a steady increase 
of pets over the last 20 years. 
Today, TR has about 300 registered 
dogs and two dog parks (with 
posted hours for large and small 
dogs). There are also two lots 
available on those no-pet streets 
with no takers for leasing. It is 
volunteers who oversee the dog 
parks, help maintain them and 
volunteers who built the dog wash 
station (with hot water too).

Policy E2010 states the 
maximum number of pets allowed 
on any site including RV South, 
the Cabana Section, Golf 
View/Oak View and the Village 
shall be two (2). Two dogs, two 
cats, one dog and one cat, etc. 
Policy E2025 indicates that 
owners are responsible for clean-
ing up after their pets at all times 
and in all places. Violators will be 
subject to a fine up to and including 
non-renewal of their lease in 
accordance with enforcement of 
rules and regulations (Policy 
N2060).

Pets must be kept in the RV or 
home overnight. All outdoor pets 
must be properly controlled/
contained on the owner's lot by use 
of a sturdy leash, chain or cage. 
When off the owner’s property, 
pets must be controlled by means 
of a sturdy leash not to exceed 8 
ft. in length. Extend-a-leashes 
(retractable leashes) are NOT 
PERMITTED AT TR. Retractable 
leashes have been known to fail 
and can cause serious damage to 

the owner. In addition, the cords 
on retractable leashes can cut 
deeply into the skin on bare legs if 
a person becomes entangled in the 
cord.

Health Department rules 
dictate no pets in bathrooms, 
laundry, game rooms, library, pub-
lic buildings and the swimming 
pool area with the exception of 
actual Service Dogs. All pets must 
be under the control and visual 
observation of their owners at all 
times.

All pets must be in good health 
and not pose a risk to the health 
and safety of other residents. All 
pet owners are required to sign a 
HOLD HARMLESS AGREE-
MENT annually and have it on file 
along with proof of their pet’s 
current shot records (including 
rabies) in the office. Site occupants 
of Golf View/Oak View, as well as 
park sub-lessees, are also required 
to provide shot records for their 
pets at time of check-in.

As of Aug. 8, 2023, TR 
prohibits a number of canine 
breeds on any site within the park. 
These include Pit Bulls, American 
Staffordshire Terriers, Rottweil-
ers, Doberman Pinschers, Chow 
Chow, Wolf Hybrids, Akitas and 
Presa Canaios. Leaseholders as of 
Aug. 8, 2023 with any of these 
breeds are grandfathered in with 
their existing dogs but may not 
replace them when their pets are 
deceased or lost.

While pets bring us a lot of 
enjoyment and love, they come 
with responsibili t ies. Please 
remember that while you may love 
your pets, not everyone feels the 
same way. Please be respectful of 
your fellow residents and follow 
the rules.

Creek restoration continued from Page 1.
• Commercial electrical experi-
ence including distribution, light-
ning protection and 480/240/120 
voltages 
• Road construction with an 
emphasis on paving 

The TR Maintenance Com-
mittee meets every two weeks 
during the season. They review 
current projects and decide on 
future capital projects. Recom-
mendations with cost budgets are 
submitted to the Board before the 
annual budget deadline. This 
committee’s input is integral to 
overall maintenance of the park. If 
you are interested in joining this 
committee please contact Jim 
Ridolfi at lot 13-26.  

The Wastewater Treatment 
Plant upgrade is complete. The 
flow meters are presenting some 
issues but Chad Barber, Jim Ridolfi 
and the installation contractor are 
working on them. 

The Maintenance Department 
completed a number of summer 
projects including repairs to the 
pool and spa area, lawn upkeep and 
edging the road sections and has 
finished the annual trimming. 

All but two leases have been 
paid for this season with six lots 
available to be leased. Currently, 
there is a waiting list since the 
vacant lots are unable to accommo-
date larger units. 

Travelers Rest Resort was 
originally built by volunteers. The 
tone was set for innumerable park 
projects to be built and maintained 
by volunteers. In the past, service 
locations such as the Post Office 
and TR Office, utilized volunteers. 
Volunteers with job expertise in 
particular vocations were utilized 
instead of hiring contractors to 
complete projects. Currently, 
volunteers have pitched in to work 

on the Golf Course. We, the 
stockholders and leaseholders, 
save money when volunteers step 
up to complete the many tasks 
around TR. In continuing to follow 
this model, TR will be utilizing 
volunteers in the TR Office and the 
Post Office this season.  

In other business, we learned 
that the electronic reservation 
system will go live soon. Employ-
ees have worked on clearing the 
maintenance and storage areas of 
old equipment and materials.

Postal fees have gone up once 
again.  Priority Box prices are now 
$31.40 for a large box, $21.95 for 
a medium box and $12.60 for a 
small box.  A book of stamps is 
now $15.60. To save on shipping 
costs, our Post Office employees 
advise residents to have holiday 
gifts shipped directly to the 
recipient or to one individual who 
can deliver them for you. 

The Foodies are serving lunch 
in Busch Hall Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays for the first 
three weeks of December. Lunch 
will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Nominating Committee 
is accepting resumes for the 
upcoming Board of Director 
election. Stockholders interested 
in running for one of the positions, 
may send their resume to Barry 
Sellick. Currently there are five 
open positions: Three positions for 
three years, one position for two 
years and one position for one year. 

Lora Davis, the new activity 
coordinator, was introduced. She 
gave a brief overview of her 
background.

TR apparel is available for 
purchase in the TR Office. Prices 
will be going up soon when the 
current supply is replaced.   

The floor was opened to 
questions. 

A resident inquired as to who 
the performers were for the first 
two Sunday Night programs as she 
is unable to log into InTouchLink. 

Kathy Shawver advised the 
resident that the information is  
posted on Facebook, InTouchLink 
and the LCD board near the Post 
Office.

President May recommended 
that the resident go to the office to 

regain access to InTouchLink. She 
also reminded residents that may 
not be receiving her emails to make 
sure that their email address is 
correct on InTouchLink. InTouch-
Link is the database that is used to 
send parkwide mass emails. 

The next Resident Forum is 
scheduled for Monday, Dec. 1 at  
1 p.m. in Busch Hall.

TR Blvd. culvert cleaned out and ready for storm water.

Under construction: limestone being placed.

Travelers  Rest   Resort
Veterans  Honor  Roll

Louis Amico
Frank Anderson
Gary Anderson
William H. Apgar
Cal Bacon
Dave Baur
David L. Bass
Jeriel A. Beard
Frank Blunda
Bill Bradford
Leland Bradley
Chet Brooks
Kim Brothers
Tom Brown
David Conneli
Bill Cordsen
Janet Cordsen
Kevin Davis
William A. Davis
John Deegan
Ross Ducker Ill
Lowell Earnest
W. Alan Ewing
Dwight Feyler
Harold Fleming
John Freed
Bard Fuller
John J. Gorman
James Gower

Jeff Green
Gunny Gundrum
Richard Gutridge
Ken Hankinson
John R. Hann, Jr. 
Robert "Pete" Hill
John Hrcsko
Harold Hughes
Robert E. Jennings
James S. Johnson, Jr.
Kenneth E. Johnson
Harold Keefer
Larry Kurkowski
Bill Kusky
Larry Lehman
Ron Lewis
Peter Lipka
Darlene Livingood
Bill Long
Kent Long
Charles Manos
James Matkovich
Rich Matkovich
Fred McGoldrick
Randy Melville
Gene Miller
Richard Miller
Ken Neer
Kelly Newbury

Jesse Newcomb
Lawrence Neyhart
Rick Petrie
Robert L. Phillips
Larry Polzin
Barbara Rauch
Edward Rauch
Jan Rubino
Marty Schencke
John J. Schell, Jr.
Lacy Shawver
Norm Showers
Gary Smith
Imma Smith
Vincent Smith
Roy Stuart
Clint Taylor
Russell Thackery
Ted Towl
Clyde H. Wagner
Robert T. Waldo
Rob Werner
John Wilhelm
Leslie Wilhelm
Claude Wilson
Ralph Winterburn
Bill Wise
Jim Zigrosser

The  veterans  listed  above  are  currently  living  at  Travelers  Rest.  If  we    
missed  your  name,  we  ask  that  you  email us at thetrtimes@gmail.com
so  that  we  may  include  your  name  next  season.
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The Servant’s Plow
The pathway to contentment and happiness

CHAPLAIN ANTHONY SHIPE
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Welcome back to all the snowbirds returning to TR. For those of 
you who are here all year, we thank you for watching over our park 
during the summer.

It has been said that the only constant is change. Certainly that is 
true for TR this season. We welcome Chad Barber as our new general 
manager and Gina Wetterling as his assistant. Also new to the staff is 
Lora Davis our new activities coordinator. We hope you will give these 
“newbies” a warm welcome and look forward to working with them.

It is our hope that our Canadian friends will be able to join us this 
season. We understand the new constraints placed upon you.

To all, have a wonderful season and enjoy the many activities 
available to you. Remember to volunteer your services whenever 
possible. At TR volunteerism is a tradition. mre by Chaplain Anthony Shipe

In a world driven by competi-
tion, comparison and constant 
striving for more, the virtues of 
thankfulness and gratitude often 
get buried beneath the noise of 
ambition. Yet, these simple atti-
tudes possess a quiet power that 
can transform our perspective, 
relationships and inner peace. 
Thankfulness and gratitude are not 
just polite expressions or seasonal 
sentiments—they are deeply spir-
itual disciplines and psychological 
habits that shape the heart toward 
contentment and genuine happi-
ness.

At its core, thankfulness is the 
conscious acknowledgment of the 
good we have received. It is an 
intentional act of recognizing 
blessings rather than fixating on 
what is missing. Gratitude, on the 
other hand, is a deeper state of 
being - a disposition of the heart 
that influences how we interpret 
life itself. Thankfulness is the seed, 
while gratitude is the blossoming 
tree that shades the soul with 
peace.

True contentment begins 
when we stop measuring our lives 
by comparison. The human ten-
dency to compare ourselves to 
others robs us of joy. We see 
someone with a newer car, a larger 
home or a smoother path and feel 
lacking by contrast. But gratitude 
reframes this entirely. Instead of 
focusing on what we do not have, 
gratitude opens our eyes to the 
countless gifts we already possess 
- the warmth of a sunrise, the 
laughter of a friend, a shared meal, 
a safe place to rest. Gratitude 
changes the lens through which we 
see life. When we cultivate it daily, 
our perspective shifts from 
scarcity to abundance.

Spiritually, gratitude is more 
than a mental exercise; it is a moral 

and theological virtue. Many faith 
traditions teach that every good gift 
comes from above, and that grati-
tude is the proper response to those 
blessings. The Psalms repeatedly 
call believers to “give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good.” Gratitude 
acknowledges our dependence on 
something greater than ourselves; 
it reminds us that we are recipients, 
not merely achievers. When we 
give thanks, we humble ourselves 
before God, the source of all 
goodness, recognizing that life 
itself is a gift. That humility breeds 
peace, because it releases the 
illusion of control. A thankful 
person can say, “This is enough,” 
even when life isn’t perfect.

Contentment is the natural 
fruit of gratitude. Where gratitude 
focuses on what we have, content-
ment rests  in i t .  I t  is  quiet 
confidence that what we possess, 
who we are and where we stand in 
this moment is sufficient.

Happiness, therefore, is not a 
fleeting emotion dependent on 
events, but a byproduct of a 
grateful heart. A person who 
practices thankfulness daily learns 
to see blessings even in hardship. 

Gratitude doesn’t deny pain or 
disappointment; rather, it provides 
the balance to endure them. It 
teaches us to look for meaning in 
suffering, to recognize small 
mercies amid difficulty and to 
appreciate growth born from 
struggle. This outlook creates 
resilience - the ability to find light 
even when the road grows dark.

Practicing gratitude is not 
complicated, but it does require 
intention. One of the simplest 
habits is keeping a gratitude 
journal, noting three things each 
day for which we are thankful. 
Over time, this trains the mind to 
seek out blessings automatically. 
Expressing thanks to others is 
equally powerful. When we 
acknowledge kindness, we deepen 
relationships and spread encour-
agement. Even small acts - a 
sincere “thank you,” a written note, 
or a quiet prayer of appreciation—
build an atmosphere of gratitude 
that can transform homes, work-
places and communities.

Our community here at 
Travelers Rest is special because 
the residents know the value of 
thankfulness and gratitude in help-
ing others and remembering our 
past generations. We also have a 
welcoming spirit toward our 
newcomers.

To live gratefully is to live 
fully. It means embracing the 
present with open hands and a 
humble heart, knowing that every 
breath is a gift and every day an 
opportunity to give thanks. In that 
posture of appreciation, content-
ment takes root and happiness 
blossoms naturally. Gratitude, in 
its truest form, transforms life from 
a race to be won into a blessing to 
be cherished - and therein lies the 
secret to lasting joy.

Blessings for the Season.

by Margaret Emmetts
It is probably safe to say that everyone at TR has been driving for decades. Having been driving for so 

long, we tend to develop driving habits that we do not even think about.
When you are stopped in traffic signaling to make a left turn, what do you do? Do you turn your wheel 

slightly in anticipation of making the turn? If so, you are making a grave error.
If you take a Safe Driving Course you will be taught to keep your wheels straight ahead until you actually 

make the turn. Why? Have you thought about the consequences if you should be rear-ended with your wheels 
turned? You would be propelled directly into the lane of oncoming traffic. Oncoming traffic, probably 
traveling at a good speed, would cause extensive damage to you and your vehicle. Consider if a loved one 
was sitting in the passenger seat. They would be directly in the line of fire, taking the brunt of the impact.

I knew of a young man who made the mistake of turning his wheel in anticipation of the turn. He was 
rear-ended and pushed into oncoming traffic with disastrous and life-changing results.

Think about the habits you have developed over the years. Are they good habits, or should you rethink 
them? When it comes to left turns, please make it a habit to keep your wheels straight ahead until you actually 
make the turn.

The TR Times
Vision Statement

To be a trusted source of information for the TR Community.

Mission Statement
To promote activities and events, recognize achieve-

ments, encourage resident support of our advertisers and 
report topics of interest in a manner that positively supports 

the TR Community.

Choir Rehearsal
Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 8:45 a.m.

Bernie Gutridge
Sunday Service
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Hymn Sing 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Anthony Shipe  
Holy Communion
First Sunday of the month.

Do you know...
how to make a left turn?

https://www.sacredheartdadecity.org
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TR Times email

The Siren

by Jean Cobb, 
updated by Jim Doggett

The Firemen and First 
Responders of Station 33 welcome 
everyone back to TR for the 
2025-26 season. To get off to a safe 
start, we ask that you do these three 
things if you have not already done 
them.

First, put fresh batteries in 
your smoke detectors/carbon 
monoxide detectors if they require 
an annual battery change. Check 
all of your detectors to be sure they 
are functional, especially if you are 
moving into a living space for the 
winter season. The extra seconds 
that a detector gives you when fire 
erupts can help you survive even 
the most catastrophic fire. Before 
you fire up that furnace, be sure 
your CO detector is fully func-
tional and outside vents are clear. 
Carbon monoxide is odorless and 
deadly. You should also check the 
dates on your detectors as they will 
need replacement in 5 to 10 years 
depending on the information you 
find printed on the unit.

Second, pull your Vial(s) of 
Life out of the door of your fridge 
and verify that all of the informa-
tion including current medications 
is accurate. When you go to Busch 
Hall on Sunday evening, pick up 
the new 2025-26 information sheet 
(colors change) and replace your 
current one, correcting any neces-
sary information including medi-
cations. If you need vials, see us at 
the Station 33 table on Sunday 
evenings at Busch Hall. The 
information you put in these vials 
is so important when Pasco Emer-
gency Services responds to a 911 
call – just ask anyone who has had 
911 visit them.

Third, go outside your RV site 
or Village lot and be sure Emer-
gency Responders can FIND you 
in the middle of a moonless night. 
Seconds count when you need 
emergency help. TR has created a 
reflective address marker for every 
site in RV South, the Cabanas 
Section and The Village. Do you 
have yours? Importantly, is it 
displayed correctly? That is, in 
front of the tongue or windshield 
of your RV, between your park 

model and the street or at the corner 
of your driveway and the sidewalk 
in the Village.

Finally, a reminder about how 
to call for emergency help here at 
TR.

• Dial 911 using any phone – 
landline or cellphone. The cell-
phone towers will direct your call 
to Pasco County Dispatch. There 
is a cellphone at our Fire Station, 
at the Starter Shack and in the 
shelter on the TR Golf Course 
between hole #5 and hole #6 in a 
white mounted box inside the 
shelter. If you use them, unplug 
and take them with you as you 
return to the emergency location. 
Pasco County Dispatch will notify 
Station 33 Fire/Rescue here at TR.

• Answer the questions the 
dispatcher asks you and tell them 
you are at Travelers Rest RV 
Resort and the four-digit site/lot 
number. There is no need to know 
the Johnston Road address because 
they know where we are. If you 
live on 1st to 9th streets, add a “0” 
at the beginning of your lot number 
– for example, 01-12 or 05-15. If 
your street number is 10 through 
21, include that with the lot number 
– for example 12-02 or 14-08. Just 
imagine how confusing it is when 
they get a 111 or a 215 lot number 
from dispatch.
   • On Golf View your address may 
be row 30, lot 05 and should be 
reported as 30-05. Please report the 
four-digit address.
   • If you are able, be sure the door 
is unlocked and pets are secured 
behind a closed door. Watch for the 
arriving TR First Responders 
and/or ambulance so you can direct 
them where to go. If it is dark, 
please turn on lights to help direct 
rescuers to the scene. If you have 
a door with a code or a hidden key 
tell the Dispatcher when you call 
911. They will relay the info 
securely to the responding ambu-
lance.

Have fun – be safe.
NOTE:  Have you thought of 

becoming a First Responder? Stop 
by on a Tuesday morning when we 
are doing blood pressure checks 
and we can discuss it with you.

Also:  If you happen to be 
feeling unwell and you are at a 
show or a gathering, please feel 
free to check with us before you 
go to your residence for the night.

by Ken Neer
This Monday, Dec. 1 get ready 

to roll up your sleeve and “give a 
pint.” Two OneBlood Big Red 
Buses will be parked alongside the 
TR Fire Station from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. to collect much-needed blood 
from any TR resident willing and 
able to give the “Gift of Life.”

Although walk-ins are always 
welcome, please consider making 
an appointment. Go to www.
oneblood.org/donate-now, change 
the box from zip code to sponsor 
code and enter 20438. Click on 
start date and click on Dec. 1, 
which should bring up our TR   
Dec. 1 drive and then book a time. 
Another option for those not 
comfortable with computers 

(yours truly included) is to call 
888-936-6283, pick option 4 to 
talk to a representative (daily 
8:30 a.m to 7:30 p.m. and Saturday 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.). All appoint-
ments must be made by 8 a.m. 
Sunday morning. Again, walk-ins 
are always welcome, with appoint-
ments having priority.

OneBlood will be giving 
every donor a $20 eGift certificate, 
a Blood Donor sweatshirt as well 
as a mini wellness exam (i.e. 
temperature, pulse, blood pres-
sure, iron count and cholesterol 
screening). Call in using above 
phone number. Although incen-
tives are always appreciated, the 
greatest incentive is knowing your 
donation has helped up to three 

people in dire need. If unsure of 
your eligibility, please take a 
moment to step aboard a bus and 
ask a representative. Canadians are 
always welcome and advanced age 
is not a consideration.

Per TR First Responder Gayle 
Sunde, the TR Fire Station will be 
open and manned during the Blood 
Drive hours. All are encouraged to 
stop by after donating for a few 
minutes of rest, hydration and 
conversation with your blood-
donating TR neighbors. Remem-
ber, we are not the same physiolog-
ically as we were 10 years ago. Our 
bodies age and subsequently 
change. Giving blood as a senior 
is safe, but it is also prudent to rest 
a few moments after giving.

Please remember to bring a 
picture I.D. with you when giving.

TR Blood Drive Monday

by Pam Watkins
The Travelers Rest Memorial 

was dedicated on Jan. 26, 2013, 
and approximately 500 personal-
ized paver bricks honoring veter-
ans now line the Memorial. 

You do not need to be a current 
or former TR resident to order a 
brick. Bricks may also be dedi-
cated in the name of a friend or 
family member. The only require-
ment is that the represented 
individual be a veteran who served 
in any of the service branches. 

Bricks may be purchased for 
$100. Additional bricks are $50 
each if the orders are placed at the 
same time. Friends may combine 
orders for two or more bricks 
reducing their individual costs 
substantially. Bricks can be 
ordered at any time, as orders are 
placed with the engraver several 
times a year. Bricks are installed 
each year. Early orders may be 
installed during the season, while 
orders submitted during February, 
March and April will arrive over 

the summer and be installed during the upcoming fall season. 
Brick order forms are available at the Veterans Bulletin Board 
in Busch Hall.

For additional information contact Bill Wise at lot 14-09 
or by phone at 770-833-4807. 

Veterans Memorial bricks

Photos by Pam Forsyth

A few of the engraved bricks.

https://leereedinsurance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TCPDiscountGrocery/
http://www.oneblood.org/donate-now
http://www.oneblood.org/donate-now
https://rvrepairdirect.com/directory/toy-doctor/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/partners-with-style-dade-city
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Activity Affairs
by Lora Davis

Get ready for this year ’s 
Christmas Golf Cart Parade set for 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 4 p.m. 

This year’s route will once 
again travel through nearly all TR 
neighborhoods, with the exception 
of Village cul-de-sacs (Juniper, 
Willow and Holly Courts), 12th 
Ave., and 1st Street lots 23–35 by 
the entrance. Residents in those 
areas are encouraged to watch 
from the entrances to their courts, 
either end of 12th Ave. or the 
corner of 1st and 17th Streets. 

Come out and cheer as we pass 
you by!  You just might even get 
some sweet treats thrown your 
way.  

For those participating, the 
top-voted cart will receive two 
tickets to Station 33’s Pulled Pork 
Dinner on Saturday, Feb. 14, 
thanks to Chief Larry Polzin.

If you've ever thought about 
participating in the parade, this is 
the year for you.  Make your golf 
carts as elaborate as you like or as 
simple as a wreath or maybe you 
just want to come as you are and 
drive in the parade.  Golf carts 
should assemble at 3:30 p.m. on 
Snack Shack Road, facing Busch 
Hall. The parade begins at 4 p.m. 
Later, please join us at Busch Hall 
from 5 to 6 p.m. for cookies and 
caroling.  Come out and enjoy a 
festive evening with your TR 
community. Everyone is welcome.

Homemade Christmas cook-
ies wanted! Please help make 
cookies for this event and contact 
Linda Spencer at 352-424-9604.  

How’s the weather at TR?
by Jim Johnson WW7N

Everyone now has the ability 
to view the exact weather condi-
tions at TR. As a service to the 
Travelers Rest Resort commu-
nity, the Amateur Radio Club has 
installed a Tempest Weather Sta-
tion near the club’s facility behind 
the Hobby House. Tempest Sta-
tions have taken the weather 
enthusiast‘s community by 
storm. The information available 
is not just current weather, but past 
conditions and future fore-
casts. Wherever you are, you can 
still get the exact weather at 
Travelers Rest.  Getting all this is 

easy. Just type in a browser 
window:

https://tempestwx.com/sta-
tion/167385/ and once the condi-
tions have popped up, you can 
bookmark the page for easy 
retrieval.

The main purpose of the 
Amateur Radio Club is the ability 
to provide emergency communica-
tions in the event of severe weather 
events, widespread Internet outage 
or similar events. The new 
Weather Station is another tool in 
the box of capabilities maintained 
by the Travelers Rest Amateur 
Radio Club. Please enjoy.

by Dan Zile WB0YMQ
Hello to al l  who have 

returned, those that will be return-
ing and all of the new residents 
here at TR. This is a very special 
year for the Amateur Radio Club 
as it is our 50th anniversary. The 
club first formed during the 1975-
76 season and has been ready to 
assist the TR community ever 
since. 

As the incoming 2025-26 
season Amateur Radio Club presi-
dent, I am happy to report that we 
have a very exciting year planned.  

On Saturday, Jan. 24 our club 
will again be participating in the 
annual Winter Field Day. Winter 
Field Day is an exciting event for 
all amateur radio enthusiasts, 
offering a chance for TR radio 
operators to interact with other 
Winter Field Day participants in a 
fun, fast-paced communication 
contest throughout the U.S., 
Canada and around the world. Be 
sure and stop by the Snack Shack 
Pavilion to see and listen to our 
dedicated Hams in action.

The Amateur Radio Club will 
also be participating in the Activity 
Showcase in January, as well as the 
Hobby and Art Show in March. We 
will be displaying some of our 
communication capabilities and 
members will be standing by to 
answer any questions you may 
have. 

As the community moves into 
the digital world so is the Amateur 

Ham Radio Club. Digital 
communication provides even 
more opportunities for growth and 
learning as members experiment 
with new technology. While all of 
this new technology is being 
researched and utilized in new 
ways, the tried and true analog 
technology is still the club’s main 
form of local and global commu-
nications.  This is especially true 
in emergencies.

If you have any questions 
about the Amateur Radio Club, we 
are always happy to talk radio with 
you. If you think you would like 
to join us, the club will be conduct-
ing classes at TR to assist you in 
getting your license. It’s a fun 
hobby that can give you a lot of 
satisfaction – especially when you 
are able to help provide communi-
cations in an emergency situation.

The Amateur Radio Club 
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month 
in the Jeri Miller Activity Building. 
Please consider joining us to learn 
more about ham radio. Contact 
Dan Zile at 618-954-8550 for more 
information.

The Amateur Radio Club is 
celebrating 50 years of 

service to TR

TR Amateur Radio
Operation Center

by Susan Stahley
A Welcome Committee 

welcome to TR, to Dade City, to 
Florida, to the U.S. and most of all, 
welcome home! We are happy to 
welcome old friends and eager to 
meet those who will soon become 
our new friends.

As one looks about TR, one 
might find lots of open spaces and 
empty lots. However, as the days 
go by, Golf View, also referred to 
as “The Hill,” becomes noticeably 
active. RV South and the Cabana 
Section are already abuzz with 
activities of settling in, greeting 
neighbors, cleaning up lots and 
even attending a few Thursday 
Happy Hours. The folks in The 
Village are sprucing up properties, 
and new owners are giving their 
homes a personalized touch.

The Welcome Committee will 
be reaching out to new guests and 
new leaseholders soon after they 
arrive. We want to help you 
navigate the Resort and all that it 
has to offer. You will receive a 
“Goody Bag” with all kinds of info 
to get you up and going.

One of the first  events 
sponsored by the Welcome Com-
mittee was a dinner table at the 
well-attended Thanksgiving Feast 
at Busch Hall. Lots of good food, 
conversation and laughter ensued 
ensuring that everyone had a great 
time. Thanks to Chairperson Diana 
Hill and those who contributed 
food for organizing this event.

The TR Welcome Committee 
is in need of more volunteers this 
season. A new chairperson for the 
task of organizing and assembling 
Good Bags is needed and 
additional volunteers are also 
needed.

The next organizational 
meeting will be Thursday, Dec. 4 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Citrus 
West. Mark your calendars now to 
become a part of what makes TR 
the special place that it is. On 
behalf of the Welcome Committee, 
Welcome Home.

Welcome 
Committee

https://www.facebook.com/Treasuredfriendsgifts/
https://www.chrisaccompany.com
https://skymed.com
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by John Freed
It was an honor for Marge and 

me to join one of my sisters and 
her husband for Mom’s 105th 
birthday on Aug. 27 at her home 
in Lakeland.  She is a remarkable 
woman and a wonderful mother.  
To smooth out the event, my 
brother and his family visited Mom 
earlier in August, and my other 
sister and her husband visited 
Mom in September.

Mom has bounced back from 
several falls and other illnesses and 
is glad to be able to get around well.  
She is on her computer daily 
corresponding with her family and 
friends.

In January 1981, Dad and 
Mom arrived at Travelers Rest on 
the recommendation of Jim and 
Laura Edmondson, all members of 
the Charter Oak (Connecticut) 
Chapter of the WBCCI.  They 
leased a lot in RV South for several 
years, moved to the Cabana 
Section for a year and then bought 
their Village house in 1985.  Dur-
ing the summers, they would take 
their Airstream on the road travel-
ing throughout the U.S. and 
Canada, stopping to visit their four 
children in various states.  Their 
trips took them to Alaska twice, 
once to Mexico, and they enjoyed 
a caravan in New Zealand.  

They were both very active at 
TR. Mom was an avid golfer, 
recording secretary for the TR 
Board, an editor for The TR Times 
and choir member.  It is quite likely 
that Mom is the oldest former TR 
resident.

Following Dad’s death in 
2004, Mom stayed in her Village 
house for nine more years.  After 
35 years in TR, she moved to 
Westminster Homes retirement 
community in Lakeland where she 
enjoys social activities, especially 
Wii bowling.  

Mom appreciates the birthday 
and Christmas cards from her TR 
friends and is looking forward to 
her 106th birthday!

Dorothy Freed

Former TR resident 
Dorothy Freed turns 105

by Kathy Reimann
If you are looking for things 

to do offsite, check out my reviews 
in a new column, “Out and About” 
in The TR Times. This week’s 
feature is The Market Elaine Every 
1st Friday at The Grove at Wesley 
Chapel. 

The next event is on Friday, 
Dec. 5 from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Come visit one of the largest night 
markets for small businesses in 
Tampa Bay featuring more than 
150 vendors. There is free parking, 
no admission fee and is pet 
friendly. 

Wolf and I have spent many 
Friday nights there. One of our 
favorite vendors is House of Flavor 

where we always stock up on their 
ginger teriyaki and bourbon 
chicken sauces. We also enjoy a 
drink and small-plate appetizers at 
the Blush Wine Room adjacent to 
the market. Wolf loves their 
bruschetta and he is very picky 
because he loves mine. 

Happy travels as you are out 
and about.

Out and About

by Bert Contractor
Welcome back all travelers. 

Travelogue presentations for the 
2026 season will be on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. in Citrus East from 
January through March. They are 
scheduled as follows:

Wednesday, Jan. 28
Wednesday, Feb. 11
Wednesday, Feb. 25
Wednesday, March 11
Wednesday, March 25

We are looking for storytellers 
on these days where they will share 
their travel adventures with our 
fellow TR residents. Please contact 
Bert Contractor via text or call 
980-334-5050 if you are interested 
in sharing your travel adventures. 

If you need assistance with 
preparing your slideshow, Bert 
will be glad to help. 

In the meantime, happy and 
safe travels.

Traveling 
leaves you speechless, 

then turns you 
into a storyteller

People and Places . . .
by Margaret Emmetts

Last season we printed a series of articles titled “If these walls could talk” which seemed to be well 
received.  This season we hope to offer a new series of articles entitled “People and Places.”

TR is home to about 1200 people during the high season.  Many of these individuals have had interesting 
careers.  Did you know that a few years ago we had a family that were lighthouse keepers?  Now, that is an 
occupation seldom encountered.

It is our hope that many of these individuals will be willing to share their past experiences with us.  If 
you have had an interesting or unusual occupation, please get in touch with me and share your tale with our 
readers.  Don't be bashful, we would love to hear your story. This covers the People section of our series.  

As to the Places section, TR residents in general are great travelers and have visited many places.  As 
Airstreamers, many of your adventures have taken place in this country but many are also world-travelers.  
Again, we hope you will be willing to share some of your stories with us.

While many people think they know all about some famous locations, I have found that there are often 
interesting facts that are seldom known.  It is our hope to feature some of these "little-known" stories that 
will pique your interest.

While I have some tales of my own, I would love to hear about the oddities you have encountered.
If you have a tale to tell, please let me know.  A email to thetrtimes@gmail.com is the best way to get 

in touch. You can also call to the TR Times Office at 352-588-4993.
We are looking forward to hearing from you.

Honor Flights honors one of our own
by Margaret Emmetts

Honor Flight Network was 
founded in 2005. Its purpose is to 
transport veterans to Washington, 
D.C. to visit the war memorials 
dedicated to their services.

Recently the Activities 
Director at the facility where 
Darold Long lives suggested that 
Darold apply to be included in the 
program. His application was 
approved and Darold set out on his 
adventure. I interviewed Darold to 
learn about his trip.

Darold’s day began very early 
in the morning. He had to get up 
about 2 a.m. to arrive at the 
Clearwater Airport by 4 a.m. After 
breakfast at the airport, his flight 
departed for Baltimore at 6 a.m. 
On his flight was one WWII vet 
age 98, 7 Korean War vets and 57 
vets from Vietnam. Each vet was 
accompanied by a Guardian who 
would see to their care for the entire 
trip. 

One must apply and be 
approved to become a Guardian. 
Each Guardian pays $500 for the 
honor to participate in the program 
for one day.

Upon arrival in Baltimore, the 
honorees boarded a bus which 
took them to the WWII Memorial 
in D.C. From there they traveled 
to Arlington where they visited the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
The D.C. Memorial to the Korean 
War, the Vietnam and Lincoln 
Memorials followed. 

Darold said that the Lincoln 
Memorial is currently under 
renovation to avert a potential 
collapse. Darold was quite happy 
to take the tours in a wheelchair. 
He said he could never have done 
it otherwise. 

After a long day another flight 
returned him to Clearwater. He was 
amazed at the reception that 
awaited the vets at the airport. 
Darold estimated a crowd of over 
300 people were there to greet 
them, including military guards 
and scouts of all ages. Six women 
were dressed as USO volunteers 
and posed for photos with the 
returnees. 

Of all the  activities of the day, 
Darold said that two events will 
remain with him forever.

One lady was accompanied by 
two young daughters. The eight-
year-old insisted on sharing one of 
her two stuffed animals with 
Darold.

At the end of the line was a 
young man in his late 20s. He was 
severely mentally and physically 
challenged and in a wheelchair. Yet 
he insisted his uncle bring him to 
the airport to welcome the vets. 
Darold was the only returnee to 
stop and speak to the man and 
shake his hand. He said these two 
incidents were the most memo-
rable of the trip.

Darold arrived home near 
midnight. The trip lasted almost 24 
hours. Quite a feat for a 90-year-
old, but one he will never forget.

Darold Long wearing his new 
Honor Flight West Florida 
shirt and hat. 

Darold Long with his 
Guardian. All 66 veterans 
who attended the honor 
flight had their own escort 
who ensured that each 
veteran enjoyed a safe and 
comfortable day.

The sculptures at the WWII Memorial represent all fifty states 
as well as U.S. territories.

Darold Long and Sue 
Renshaw, who is another 
veteran living at American 
House in Zephyrhills.

A stroll around the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool.

Darold’s new best friend and 
Chick-fil-A served the vets a 
6 a.m. breakfast. 

https://www.relianceautorepairllc.com
mailto:mailto:thetrtimes@gmail.com
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ACOUSTIC JAM SESSION

PICKIN’ & GRINNIN’ -  Wednesdays, 3:30-5 
p.m., Hobby House. Nov - Mar

Rob Werner
Harold Keefer

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
2nd and 4th Thurs., 6:30-9 p.m. in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Nov - Apr,  Meetings open to 
all. Amateurs can check into the 8 a.m. Two 
Meter Net on 146.430 Mhz Monday thru Satur-
day. 

Dan Zile

AQUATICS - (WATER AEROBICS)
Nov - Dec: Mon, Wed, and Fri 9-10 a.m. at the 
pool.  
Jan- Apr: Mons, Wed, and Fri 9:30-10:30 a.m

Linda Smith

BALLROOM DANCING
Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m. in Busch Hall, and Wednes-
days (Review class) 10-11:00 am, Citrus East. 
Jan - Mar

Jeffrey Duquette

BEADAHOLICS

Mondays, 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in Citrus East. 
Jan - Mar

Kathy Kushman
Kathy Lemke

BIBLE STUDY- EVERYONE

Mondays, 5:30-7:00 p.m. on the Busch Hall 
Stage. Jan 12-Mar 16.

Anthony Shipe

BIBLE STUDY, WOMEN’S

Tuesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar
Christy Trotter

BICYCLING
Tuesdays and Fridays, meet at 9 a.m. at parking 
lot behind Busch Hall. Watch Cycling Bulletin 
Board in Busch Hall for rides.

Rick & Carol Yoder

BINGO
Nov - Dec: 1st and 3rd Wed 7-9 p.m in Citrus 
East
Jan - Mar: Sat 7-9 p.m. in Citrus East.

Linda Smith
Jim Walsh

BIRDING

Tuesdays, 8 a.m. at Busch Hall Front Porch. 
Bring binoculars and cameras. Jan - Mar

Tom Butler

BLOOD DRIVE AT TR
Blood drives are held the 1st Monday in Decem-
ber and March. The Blood Mobile will be parked 
next to the TR Fire Station from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. unless announced otherwise.

Ken Neer

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Tuesdays, 10:30 to 11 a.m. in Paul Rife Room.
Larry Polzin

BOCCE 
Scheduled games and competitions, Mon, Wed, 
Thu, Fri and Sun at 1:30 p.m. Tue at 7 p.m. Jan 
- Mar

Rob Sunde

BOOK BROWSERS

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 2 - 3pm in Citrus West. 
Jan - Mar Book discussions.

Nan Feeney Lance

BOWLING

Fridays at 1:30 p.m. at Pin Chasers Bowling 
Lanes, Zephyrhills. Dec - Mar

Leslie Price

BRIDGE: BEGINNERS

Tuesdays, 1 - 5pm in Hobby House. Jan - Mar
Jim Weigand

BRIDGE: INTERMEDIATES

Tuesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar
Connie Bradley

BRIDGE: PARTY/PARTNERS
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Citrus 
West.  Partner not required. Singles will be 
teamed up. Jan - Mar

Jen Furman

BULLETIN BOARD IN BUSCH HALL

For information or help with a notice or ad 
contact:

Betsy Behler
Lora Davis

CALLIGRAPHY

Tuesdays, 3-4:30 p.m. in the Jeri Miller Activity 
Building. Jan - Mar

Rick Peebles

CHOIR PRACTICE

Sundays 8:45-9:30 a.m. in Busch Hall. Join us.
Bernie Gutridge

CHURCH ASSOCIATION
Sunday Activities: All events in Busch Hall,
8:45am: Choir Practice 
9:30am: Bible Study
10:15am: Hymn Sing
10:30am: Worship service (non-denominational) 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month.

Anthony Shipe, Pastor
CLOGGERS OF TR

Tue and Thu 9-11:30 a.m in Citrus East Nov - 
Mar
Sat 9-10:30 a.m. in Citrus East Nov - Mar

Donna Neer
Donna Smith

COFFEE & DONUTS - RADIO CLUB
1st Saturday (during Flea Markets), and 3rd 
Saturdays during Yard Sales. 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
or until sold out. Donuts and coffee served in 
Busch Hall. Nov.-Mar.

Jim Johnson
Dee Manos

COFFEE SEMINARS

Tue and Thu 8-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Watch The 
TR Times and InTouch for updates.

Leslie Ewing

COFFEE SOCIAL

Mon-Fri, 7:30-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Jan Rubino

CONCERT SERIES (WEDNESDAY)
First Wednesdays of the month, Jan - Mar. Busch 
Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., shows start at 7:00 
p.m. Check InTouch and TR Times for program 
details. Season tickets or pay at the door.

Kathy Shawver
Lacy Shawver

CORNHOLE

Wed 7 p.m. at Cornhole/Shuffleboard Courts, 
Jan - Mar

Dan Varner

CRIBBAGE

Mondays, 6:30-9:00 pm, in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Jan-Mar

Bob Luther

DIGITAL PHOTO- CAMERA

Mondays, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity 
Building. Jan - Mar 16

Carey Box

DIGITAL PHOTO- POST PROCESSING

Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity Build-
ing. Jan - Mar 17

Carey Box

DOMINOES

Thursdays, 6:30-9 p.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Linda Gough

DULCIMER JAM

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. in Citrus East. Jan - Mar
Lois Showers

DULCIMER LESSONS

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Citrus West. Jan 
- Mar

Lois Showers

ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAYS

Announcements begin at 6:45 p.m. with program 
following. Performances will be in Busch Hall.

Kathy Shawver
Lacy Shawver

EUCHRE

Fridays, 7 - 9:00 p.m. in Citrus East. Nov - Mar 
Mary De Weerd

FIBER ARTS CLASS

Wednesdays, 10am - 12pm in Citrus West. Nov 
- Dec

Amy Grier

FIRE/RESCUE 33
First Responders Training -Tue,11am - 1pm in 
Jeri Miller Activity Building 
Business Meeting - 3rd Tue, 9 am in Paul Rife 
Room. Nov - Apr

Larry Polzin

FIVE CROWNS 

Wednesdays (non-concert nights only),  6:30 - 9 
p.m. in  Citrus West. Nov - Apr

Jackie Thackery

FIVE HUNDRED CARDS

Saturdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. In Citrus West. Dec - 
Mar

Deborah May
Connie Bradley

FLEA MARKET

First Sat 8:30 - 10:30am in Busch Hall Nov - 
Mar, Setup at 7 a.m. Coffee & donuts for sale.

Rick and Amy Peebles

FOODIES LUNCHEONETTE

Tue, Wed, Thu, 11:30am - 1pm in Busch Hall, 
Nov - Dec 18

Linda Smith

FOODIES PREP TIME

Mon 10:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall Kitchen 
Nov - Dec 15

Linda Smith

FRIDAY NIGHT DANCES
Various available Saturdays in Busch Hall. 7-9 
p.m. DJ or recorded music. Check InTouch 
schedule for updates.

Diane Hill

GARDEN CLUB

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 - 11am at Lake 
Margaret Nov - Apr

Stacy Grier

GEOCACHING

Tue 9 - 10am in Citrus West. Outings 10 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Jan - Mar

Barbara Colson

GOLF - LADIES LEAGUE

Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. at Starter Shack.
Kathy Reimann

GOLF - MENS LEAGUE

Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. at Starter Shack.
Barry English

GOLF - SCRAMBLES

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday mornings at 9:00 at 
Starter Shack.

Dave & Dawn Pulleyn

GOLF ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
Monthly meeting 2nd Thursday, 1 to 4 p.m. in 
Hobby House. All members/golfers are wel-
come. December-March.

Gene Lockhart

GOLF LESSONS

Tuesdays, Practice Range with all levels of 
expertise from 9 to 11 a.m. 

Lynn Meyers

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Volunteer to help build homes in Pasco County. 
Projects January thru March TBA.

Barbara Colson

HAND AND FOOT

Thu, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Diane & Brian Krupicka

HAPPY HOURS
Thursdays, 4-5:30 p.m. Backup venues 
(weather): Cabana: Jeri Miller Activities Build-
ing; RV South: Citrus West; Village: Hobby 
House.

Sandra Langell (Cabana)      
Ken Neer (RVS)

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sundays, 6:15 to 6:45pm in Busch Hall, Nov - 
Mar

Kathy Shawver

IPHONE CLASS

Thursdays, 12:30 - 2pm in Jeri Miller Activity 
Building. Jan - Mar 19

Susan Stahley

JOKER

Mondays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Jan - Mar 
Fridays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Nov - Mar

Bob & Deb Englert (Mon.)
Deborah May (Fri.)

JUBELLATION (HANDBELLS)

Mondays 10:30am - 12pm in Busch Hall. Nov - 
Mar

Bernie Gutridge

KNOTTY KNITTERS

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Citrus West. Nov 
- Apr

Diane Fisher

LEFT, CENTER, RIGHT GAME

Mondays, 7 - 9pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar 16
Gary Dietz

Bulletin Board Travelers Rest Resort Activities
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LIBRARY
Located in northwest corner of Busch Hall. Open 
24/7. Honor system sign-out. Please reshelve 
your own books if you can. If not place in cart 
behind desk. 
Meetings: 1st Tuesdays, 1 - 2pm Citrus East

Mary Kosbab
Kay Blunda

LINE DANCING (IMPROVERS)

Mondays and Thursdays, 1 - 2:30pm in Citrus 
East. Jan - Mar

Alex Adair

LINE DANCING (BEGINNERS)

Tuesdays 10 - 11am in Busch Hall
Wednesdays 1 - 2pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar

Alex Adair

LITURGICAL DANCE
Tuesdays, 2 -3pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar
Thursday, 2 - 3pm in Jeri Miller Activity Build-
ing, Jan - Mar

Donna Neer

MAH JONG CHINESE

Mondays and Fridays, 12 - 2pm in Citrus West. 
Dec - Mar

Rose Taggart

MAH JONGG - NATIONAL PLAY
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 1 - 3pm at 
Hobby House. Lessons on Mondays. Nov.18 - 
Mar.  Not on Forum Mondays

Bette Gorman

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Busch Hall. Dec - 
Mar

Lorraine Gould

YACHT CLUB SAILBOAT RACING

Wednesdays and Saturdays 9am- 12pm, at 
Mirror Lake Jan - Mar 18

Chris Farler

MODEL RAILROAD CLUB

Fridays, 9:30am - 12pm in the Jeri Miller Activity 
Building Jan 30 - Apr

Brian Krupicka

MOTORCYCLE CLUB (ROADRIDERS)
1st Mondays, 7 - 8pm in Hobby House to plan 
rides. 
Tuesday rides: Meet at 8am, Busch Hall parking 
Thursday rides: Meet at 9:30am Busch Hall 
parking lot  Jan - Mar

Bruce Richmond

OIL & ACRYLIC PAINTING

Fridays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar.
Pat Gallagher

OPEN ART STUDIO
Mondays, 2 - 5pm in Citrus West. Bring your 
own project and supplies (Any medium, not a 
class). Jan - Mar

Delia Box

PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP

Thursdays, 11:15am - 12:15pm in Hobby House, 
Nov - Mar 19

Cyndi Brodeur

PET LOVERS CLUB

 2nd Mondays, 3 - 4:30pm in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Jan - Mar

Judy Leister

PICKLEBALL 

Daily sessions available for all level of play. See 
InTouch calendar for schedule. Jan-Mar

Nancy McDowell
Shirley-Ann Appleby

PINOCHLE

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
John Delaney

PENNY POKER

Wednesdays, 7 - 9pm, in Hobby House. Jan - 
Apr

Bruce Anderson

POKER TEXAS HOLD ’EM 

Tuesdays and Saturdays, 7 - 9pm in the Hobby 
House

Tom Thompson

POPS CHORUS

Wednesdays, 12:30 - 2:30pm in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Jan - Mar

Mary Beth Coldren

QUILLING ON A BUDGET

Thursdays, 1:15 - 3:30pm in Citrus West. Jan - 
Mar. Call or text to reserve spot.

Pat Daubenmier

QUILTING
Thursdays 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall.  2nd 
Thursday Guild Meeting/Show and Tell. Nov - 
Mar

Cloie Morgan

RC MOTORSPORTS
Mondays 5:30pm; Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
9:30am at our track by the Snack Shack. Practice 
precedes race schedule. Jan - Mar

Sean Neer
Tom Stuart

SOCIAL FOR NEW RESIDENTS
Red Dot Social:  2nd Thursdays 11:30am - 1pm, 
Busch Hall. Nov - Dec
Coffee Seminar Newcomers: 2nd Thursdays 8 - 
9am, Busch Hall. Jan - Mar 
Happy Hour Newcomers: 4 - 5:30pm, Golf View 
Pavilion. Jan - Feb

Diana Hill
ROCK PAINTING 

Thursdays, 10:30am - 12:30pm in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Dec - Mar

Marcia Hatfield

RUG HOOKING

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 12:30pm in the Green Room, 
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

Tawnya Rowden

SEWING

Mondays, 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall Nov - 
Dec

Barbara Olm

SEWING THERAPY

Mondays, 9:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan - 
Mar

Laura Lilawski

SNACK SHACK

Currently weekdays, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
January 6-March 21.

Jim Walsh

CLAY, SKEET & TARGET SHOOTING

4th and 5th Tuesdays, 7 - 8pm, meet in the Jeri 
Miller Activity Building,  Jan - Mar

Ray LoPresti

STAINED GLASS
Wednesdays, 4 - 6pm, in Jeri Miller Activity 
Building Jan - Mar
Mondays (Beginners), 12:45 - 2:45pm in Jeri 
Miller Activity Building Jan - Mar 

Betty Teichert

TAI CHI

Mondays (except 2nd Mondays) and Thursdays, 
10 - 11:00am, Hobby House. Jan - Mar

Janet & Harold Baal

TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG
Mondays and Thursdays, set up at 2:30 p.m., play 
from 3 - 5pm in Citrus East. Extra paddles avail-
able.  Jan - Mar

Charles Mason

TENNIS 

Open play, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9 - 
11am Nov - Mar

Betty Teichert

TONE & TIGHTEN
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 - 10am in Citrus 
East, Sep - Dec
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 9 - 10am 
in Citrus East, Jan - Mar
Strengthen your muscles. Bring mat and weights. 

Bev Weissinger
Louise McRoberts

TR TRAVEL 
Day trips by bus begin and end at TR. Watch for 
new trips in TR Times, BH Bulletin Board and 
InTouch.

Sharon Gilbert Zile

TR TRAVELAIRES ORCHESTRA

Tuesdays, 12:30 - 3pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar 
17

Pat Daubenmier

TRAVELOGUE 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus 
East. Jan - Mar

Bert Contractor

TUESDAY NIGHT MOVIES (TNM)
Tuesdays in Citrus East, Movie shorts at 6:45pm, 
feature movies start at 7pm. Movie Night runs 
Jan - Mar

Nancy McDowell

UKULELE CLUB
Tuesdays, 3 - 4pm in Citrus East. Players share 
tips and tunes without weekly instruction. Jan - 
Mar

Susan Keefer

VETERANS MEETING

2nd Mondays, 10 - 11am in the Hobby House. 
All year.

Marty Schencke

VILLAGE HAPPY HOUR
Thursdays, 4 to 5:30pm, at host residence. Meet 
in Hobby House if temperature is <60 or if it’s 
raining. Nov - Mar

Sharon Zile

WAIST WATCHERS

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:15am in the Hobby House. 
Nov- Mar

Jackie Thackery

WINTER WALKING AEROBICS

Monday thru Friday, 7:15 - 7:45am in Citrus 
East. Nov- Apr 10

Gloria Polzin

WATERCOLOR PAINTING

Wednesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus East. Jan - Mar
Amy Grier

WEIGHTS & STRETCHING
Mondays,Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am 
in Citrus East. Year-round.
Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am in Citrus 
West also, Jan - Apr

Sheila Schencke

WELCOMING COMMITTEE

1st and 3rd Thursdays,11:30am - 1pm, Citrus 
West. Nov - Mar

Diana Hill

WIZARD

Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan - 
Mar

Kevin and Denise Weik

WOOD SHOP

Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. October-
May. Membership $20.

Larry Kurkowski

WOODCARVING

Wednesdays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan - 
Mar

Linda Murphy

YARD SALES

3rd Saturday of the month, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m., 
Nov - Mar

Lora Davis

YOGA
Restorative Yoga (Improves flexibility): Tues-
days, 7:15 - 8:15am in Citrus West, Jan - Mar
Yoga for Athletes: Thursdays, 7:15 - 8:15am in 
Citrus West, Jan- Mar

Renee DeTar

ZUMBA

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:30am, in Citrus West. Cardio 
dance. Jan - Mar

Bev Weissinger

Bulletin Board Travelers Rest Resort Activities

“Volunteers don't get paid, not 
because they're worthless, but 
because they're priceless.
~ Sherry Anderson

All changes, additions or
 corrections to any 

Activity,Contact Lora 
Davis

activities@travelersrestresort.com
352-584-6377

Contact Lora Davis and see 
how you can join the TR 

Team.
activities@travelersrestresort.com

352-584-6377

mailto:activities@travelersrestresort.com
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Travel News

 It’s the Most Magical Time of the Year!  Take the Country Christmas 
Stroll in downtown Dade City on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 5 to 9 p.m. 
through our beautifully-lit, historic downtown.

Shop with local merchants, ride carriages, listen to street carolers, 
take photos with Santa and so much more. As published on The City of 
Dade City’s Facebook page.

Country Christmas Stroll 

Church Street Christmas, an annual event you do not want to miss, 
is scheduled for three amazing nights from Sunday, Dec. 21 through 
Tuesday, Dec. 23 from 7 to 9 p.m. along historic Church Street in Dade 
City. The homes and churches along Church Street will be decked out 
in their Christmas finest and ready to celebrate the Christmas season 
with you. Bring your mug of hot chocolate and stroll the street while 
enjoying live entertainment. Bring your family, friends, and holiday 
spirit for a night to remember. As published on Facebook, “Church Street 
Christmas.”

Church Street Christmas

DAN AND SHARON ZILE

by Sharon Gilbert Zile 
TR Tour Director

TR volunteer Travel Directors 
Sharon and Dan Zile will kickstart 
the 2025-26 by welcoming Debi 
and Steve Niles to the TR Travel 
leadership team.  Life has taught 
us that TR trips must be ready to 
roll even when Dan and I have life 
complications that prevent us from 
accompanying the group.  Such 
was the case last season when a 
surgery and infection sidelined us 
for the five day bus trip to New 
Orleans.  As disappointed as we 
were to miss the trip, Holly Griggs 
from Small World Tours and her 
ace bus driver Shary ensured that 
TR travelers had a fun-filled and 
interesting trip.

 Debi and Steve Niles, sea-
sonal residents of TR residing on 
19th Street, have joined Dan and 
me with the planning, promoting  
and guiding TR Travel daytrips, 

extended bus trips and cruises. 
They bring humor, creative 
problem solving and a love of 
people to TR Travel and have 
already led one TR day trip. “Wild 
Florida” with an airboat ride was 
a new venue to TR Travel in March 
2025 when health issues prevented 
Dan and me from going. The Wild 
Florida Trip presented a few 
challenges for first-time leaders 
Debi and Steve, as well as the bus 
driver, and the easiest of those 
challenges was returning to TR 
with the same number of passen-
gers who boarded the bus in the 
morning!  Our TR travelers had a 
great day with awesome volunteer 
leaders Debi and Steve, Dan and I 
look forward to many TR trips with 
them.  

The 2025-26 TR travel season 
begins with The SUNKICKS 
Holiday Spectacular at Suncoast 
Broadway Dinner Theatre on     
Dec. 13. The show is an amazing 
performance of precision kick-line 
dancin’ and prancin’ to a slew of 
holiday classics and today’s 
Christmas hits. It MAY still be 
possible to obtain tickets for this 
matinee performance. Give me a 
call at 740-360-3819 for the latest 
ticket availability. Cost is $129 per 
person and all checks are payable 
to Small World Tours. Departure 
on Dec. 13 will be at 10:45 a.m. 
with a 5 p.m. return to TR. This 
trip and all TR day trips depart 
from the Busch Hall north parking 
lot. 

In addition to four different 
day trips from TR by bus, the 
2025-26 season will also include a 
seven night Alaska Cruise on 
Princess Cruise Lines preceded by 
a three day land package that 
includes Denali National Park and 
a train trip to our departure port of 
Whittier, Alaska. The trip begins 
on May 31, 2026 in Anchorage at 
the Captain Cook Princess Lodge 
and ends with disembarkation 
from our ship in Vancouver, 
Canada on June 10. Our ship, the 

Island Princess, hosts 2,200 pas-
sengers, 12 elevators, six restau-
rants,  four bars, a disco, a casino, 
a fitness center, three pools, a 
theatre and a spa. 

TR participants will book our 
Alaska Cruise Trip with Cruise 
Planners’ travel agent, JJ Kuyk-
endall, 281-292-7022. JJ will 
know which balcony cabins are 
available, current pricing and even 
help you arrange air travel to 
Anchorage from an airport near 
you.  Deposit is $200 per cabin 
with final payment due on Feb. 26. 
Ports of Call include Whittier, 
Hubbard Glacier, Glacier Bay, 
Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan and 
Vancouver. Passports are required. 
TR travelers currently have 18 
cabins filled and bookings are still 
possible. Please call me if you have 
general questions about this TR 
Travel Cruise and do call JJ for 
travel agent questions and book-
ing.  Come to enjoy the glaciers, 
trains, scenic snow-covered peaks 
and shore excursion adventures of 
your choice with your TR friends. 

Debi, Steve, Dan and I look 
forward to traveling with you this 
year. But how do you learn about 
TR Travel trips? The TR Times 
weekly travel article is a great 
promotion of TR Travel destina-
tions as well as the Bulletin Board 
displays in the Post Office show-
case and the Tour Board in Busch 
Hall above the north-side water 
fountain. Take a picture of the 
information for easy “remember-
ing.”  The InTouch Community 
app has a TR Travel button. Tap 
this button to reveal flyers about 
each day trip. Tap and scroll the 
flyer to get an expanded look at all 
the information about the trip. Join 
us for one or more day trips and/or 
the glaciers of Alaska. It’s always 
fun to travel with old TR friends 
and the new TR friends you will 
meet along the way! 

Travel quote: “Travel far, 
travel wide, but always travel with 
a friend by your side.” - Anonymous

DEBI AND STEVE NILES

Saint Leo University Christmas Celebration
The public is invited to join the university in kicking off the holiday 
season on Wednesday, Dec. 3 with its annual Christmas Celebration. 
The community is invited to enjoy an evening of Saint Leo traditions 
including two Christmas concerts, a Christmas village and the campus 
lighting.
Christmas Concert
4 p.m. Benedictine Sisters of Florida’s Holy Name Monastery
12138 Wichers Road, St. Leo (across County Road 52 from the 
university).
Enjoy the first of two Christmas concerts featuring beautiful choral and 
instrumental performances by the Saint Leo University Music Program.
Christmas Village
5-7 p.m., Saint Leo University Student Activities Building loggias and 
clock tower courtyard
In partnership with the Town of St. Leo and Orlando Health, the campus 
will transform into a bustling Christmas village with local vendors, food, 
family-friendly activities, cheerful decorations, and special guests from 
the North Pole.
Campus Lighting and Manger Blessing
5:45 p.m., Saint Leo University walkway by the lion statue
Join the Saint Leo community for the annual blessing of the university’s 
Nativity Scene and the official lighting of the campus for the Christmas 
season – a cherished Saint Leo tradition.
Christmas Carols and Candlelight Walk
6:45 p.m. Meet at the clock tower where we will gather by candlelight 
and stroll to the historic Saint Leo Abbey Church while singing your 
favorite Christmas carols.
Christmas Concert and Sing-Along
7 p.m. Saint Leo Abbey Church
The evening concludes with a heartwarming concert and sing-along 
inside the Saint Leo Abbey Church.
Concert information
Both Christmas concerts are free, with optional donations accepted 
online. Concert seating is first come, first served. The 4 p.m. concert at 
Holy Name Monastery offers a small, intimate setting, while the 7 p.m. 
concert at Saint Leo Abbey Church accommodates larger audiences.
Location and parking:
Saint Leo University is at 33701 County Road 52, St. Leo. Free parking 
is available in surface lots and in the campus parking garage.
For general event details, email heidi.dambrosio02@saintleo.edu.
As published by https://www.saintleo.edu/about/stories/news-and-
events/saint-leo-university-host-christmas-celebration-december-3

Upcoming Dade City 
holiday events
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 Library News  Garden News

by Mary Kosbab
“The Book of Lost Names” by 

Kristin Harmel - Inspired by an 
astonishing true story from WWII, 
a young woman with a talent for 
forgery helps hundreds of Jewish 
children flee the Nazis in this 
unforgettable historical novel.

“Lady Tan’s Circle of 
Friends” by Lisa See - According 
to Confucius, “an educated woman 
is a worthless woman,” but Tan 
Yunxian, born into an elite family, 
is being raised by her grandparents 
to be of use. Her grandmother is 
one of only a handful of female 
doctors in China.

“Her Hidden Genius” by 
Marie Benedict - She changed the 
world with her discovery. Three 
men took the credit. Rosalind 
Franklin has always been an 
outsider, brilliant, but different. 
Whether working at the laboratory 
she adored in Paris or toiling at a 
university in London, she feels 
closest to science and those 
unchanging laws of physics and 
chemistry that guide her experi-
ments. When she is assigned to 
work on DNA, she believes she 
can unearth its secrets.

“Anxious People” by Fredrik 
Backman - This new novel from 
the author of “A Man Called Ove” 
is a “quirky, big-hearted novel….
Wry, wise and often laugh-out-
loud funny, it’s a wholly original 
story that delivers pure pleasure” 
(People Magazine). Looking at 
real estate isn’t usually a life-or-
death situation, but an apartment 
open house becomes just that when 
a failed bank robber bursts in and 
takes a group of strangers hostage.

“The Sun Does Shine: How I 
Found Life, Freedom, and Justice” 
by Anthony Ray Hinton - In 1985 
Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested 
and charged with two counts of 
capital murder in Alabama. 
Stunned, confused and only 29 

Library shelves and books 
were moved into Busch Hall.

years old, Hinton knew that it was 
a case of mistaken identity and 
believed that the truth would prove 
his innocence and ultimately set 
him free. But with no money and 
a different system of justice for a 
poor black man in the South, 
Hinton was sentenced to death by 
electrocution.

“The Berry Pickers” by 
Amanda Peters - A four-year-old 
Mi’kmaq girl goes missing from 
the blueberry fields of Maine, 
sparking a mystery that will haunt 
the survivors, unravel a family and 
remain unsolved for nearly 50 
years. “An unforgettable explo-
ration of grief, love and kin,” (The 
Boston Globe), this show stopping 
debut by a vibrant new voice in 
fiction is a riveting novel about the 
sea.

The following books were 
nominated, but not selected for this 
season.  However, these are all 
Book Browsers recommendations:

“Remarkably Bright Crea-
tures” by Shelby Van Pelt - For fans 
of “A Man Called Ove,” a charm-
ing, witty and compulsively read-
able reading on friendship, reckon-
ing and hope that traces a widow's 
unlikely connection with a giant 
Pacific octopus.

“How the Penguins Saved 
Veronica” by Hazel Prior - 
Eighty-five-year-old Veronica 
McCreedy is estranged from her 
family and wants to find a worth-
while cause to leave her fortune to. 
When she sees a documentary 
about penguins being studied in 
Antarctica, she tells the scientists 
she’s coming to visit and won’t 
take no for an answer.

“The Marriage Portrait” by 
Maggie O’Farrell - The author of 
award-winning “Hamnet” brings 
the world of Renaissance Italy to 
jewel-bright life in this unforget-
table fictional portrait of the capti-
vating young duchess Lucrezia de' 

Medici as she makes her way in a 
troubled court.

“The First Ladies” by Marie 
Benedict and Victoria Christopher 
Murray -  A novel  about the 
extraordinary partnership between 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and 
civil rights activist Mary McLeod 
Bethune, an unlikely friendship 
that changed the world.

“James: A Novel by Percival 
Everett” - When the enslaved Jim 
overhears that he is about to be sold 
to a man in New Orleans, separated 
from his wife and daughter forever, 
he decides to hide on nearby 
Jackson Island until he can formu-
late a plan. Meanwhile, Huck Finn 
has faked his own death to escape 
his violent father and recently 
returned to town. As all readers of 
American literature know, thus 
begins the dangerous and transcen-
dent journey by raft down the 
Mississippi River toward the 
elusive and too-often-unreliable 
promise of the Free States and 
beyond.

“The Painter’s Daughters” by 
Emily Howes - A “beautifully 
writ ten” (Hilary Mantel) , 
“fascinating” (The Washington 
Post) story of love, madness, 
sisterly devotion and control. It is 
about the two beloved daughters 
of renowned 1700s English painter 
Thomas Gainsborough, who 
struggle to live up to the perfect 
image the world so admired in their 
portraits.

“House in the Cerulean Sea” 
by T.J. Klune. (Book 1 of 2) - Linus 
Baker leads a quiet, solitary life. 
At 40 years old, he lives in a tiny 
house with a devious cat and his 
old records. As a Case Worker at 
the Department in Charge Of Mag-
ical Youth, he spends his days 
overseeing the well-being of 
children in government-sanc-
tioned orphanages.

“Mina’s Matchbox” by Yoko 
Ogawa - From the award-winning, 
psychologically astute author of 
“The Memory Police,” a hypnotic, 
introspective novel about an afflu-
ent Japanese family navigating 
buried secrets and their young 
house guest who uncovers them.

“Mrs. Dalloway” by Virginia 
Wolf - This novel, first published 
in 1925, examines one day in the 
life of Clarissa Dalloway, an 
upper-class Londoner married to a 
member of Parliament. The novel 
is widely considered to be a 
groundbreaking work of 20th 
century literary fiction.

“Thunder Dog: The True 
Story of a Blind Man, His Guide 
Dog and the Triumph of Trust at 
Ground Zero” by Michael Hinson 

- “Thunder Dog” allows you entry 
into the isolated, fume-filled cham-
ber of stairwell B to experience 
survival through the eyes of a blind 
man and his beloved guide dog. 
Live each moment from the second 
a Boeing 767 hits the North Tower, 
to the harrowing stairwell escape, 
to dodging death a second time as 
both towers fold into the earth. 

Book Browsers selections for season 2026

by Amy Peebles
Our summer vacation. Before 

our library volunteers left for the 
summer, we ensured all the ideas 
and projects we had worked on 
implementing during the season 
were completed, which left the 
library looking organized 
refreshed and updated looking 
organized, refreshed and updated 
with fully stocked shelves.

Running the library for the 
summer months was left in the 
hands of a small group of residents 
who would continue the daily tasks 
of processing donated books, 
restocking borrowed books and 
taking retired books to the Hugh 
Embry Library.

As we were just settling in for 
the hot summer months, hopefully 
with a good book in hand, the 
library was peacefully quiet until 
suddenly it wasn’t.

Maintenance had waxed the 
library floors and then put a sign 
on the door saying Do Not Enter 
while they took some time to dry. 
A lot of work on their part was 
involved in this project which 
included moving the lower book-
shelves with books into Busch Hall 
and moving the tall bookshelves 

Library is closed. 

around so that workers had access 
to the entire floor. Books from 
those shelves were moved to the 
lower empty shelves around the 
perimeter walls so the shelves were 
easier to move.

Once the floors dried and 
books and bookshelves returned to 
the library from Busch Hall, the 
library was open again. Time for 
Co-chair Kay Blunda and I to roll 
up our sleeves and get to work 
putting all the books back on the 
lower bookshelves by subject, the 
Large Print books (alphabetical by 
author) and Biographies (alpha-
betical by subject) on the tall 
shelves. Getting the books orga-
nized and back on the correct 
shelves took us approximately 
three weeks. Once completed, the 
library was back in order the way 
the committee had left it at the end 
of last season, now with a freshly 

Photos by Amy Peebles
Library books were removed 
from the tall shelves so 
maintenance could move 
them around to wax.

waxed floor.
In June we began another 

project to keep the library fresh and 
interesting for our summertime 
residents and visitors. The two 
white bookshelves in the back 
corner (formerly the Classics 
section), were designated as the 
Monthly Book Theme section. 
These themes included Summer Is 
Here, Books About Books, Dark 
and Stormy Weather, A Winter 
Season, Time Travel Through 
Historical Fiction and Quirky 
Characters Live Here. This project 
was a fun way to promote different 
genres and will continue until at 
least the end of the year.

We also twice remade the 
bulletin board inside the door first 
with a 4th of July theme and then 
with general information about the 
Library and its policies. That 
information will be covered in 
more depth in a future article.

The Free Book bins were also 
full so Kay Blunda and two visiting 
family members loaded the books 
into their car and took them to the 
Hugh Embry Library for dona-
tion.

Looking back, it was a busy 
yet fulfilling summer because it’s 
always fun to be in the Library 
whether working hard or just 
meeting with a friend to catch up 
and have a laugh or two. We were 
also able to keep Library Chair 
Mary Kosbab in the loop from her 
northern home and there were 
many three-way calls between us 
made along the way where Mary 
provided us with good advice and 
sound direction and suggestions on 
our tasks. We also discussed our 
agenda for the coming season.

File photo
So many hard working volunteers keep TR gardens looking 
beautiful.

by Nancy McDowell
In the words of the theme song 

for Welcome Back, Kotter: “Wel-
come Back!!” We are glad to see 
folks returning to the park. If you 
left early last spring, you missed 
the annual Garden Walk, showcas-
ing our garden in its ultimate 
beauty. It takes all season and so 
many hands to get the garden to its 
peak. You also did not get a chance 
to see the dazzling show of azaleas 
throughout the garden and park. 
Kudos to Dave Harder as he 
nurtures these beauties each 
February for their blooms in 
March.

Blueberry picking, across the 
street from TR, started in early 
April. I was pleased to see so many 
of our residents going over to Blue 
Royal Farms to pick blueberries. 
Another delicious bounty this year.

The brilliant red amaryllis 
bloomed all around the park in 
various residents’ home gardens. 
In Lake Margaret Garden we have 
a multicolored variety. I just love 
seeing these pop up in the spring.

Springtime around these parts 
is short but sweet unless you are 
allergic to pollen, then you proba-
bly want spring to get over quickly. 
I just love the soft greens, violets 
and yellows of springtime in 
Florida. Not so much the intense 

yellow “dust” of pollen, or those 
over abundant love bugs, but the 
rest of spring here is just fine.

Our winter season was kicked 
off on Nov. 1 with a fun Pirates 
Day event hosted by the Lake 
Margaret Garden Club. The garden 
was tidied up by our early returning 
volunteers, but the work of getting 
the garden into its tip-top condition 
needs to continue in earnest now. 
The garden at the end of summer 
is not at its best. It will take time 
and effort to get it back to its 
glorious self, but there still is 
beauty to be found among the 
overgrowth. Thanks to all who 
came out to enjoy the festivities.

We want to thank the Snack 
Shack for the generous donation to 
our Activities Fund in April. We 
truly appreciate the donations from 
them, as well as from so many 
residents who contribute during 
our public events.

We always welcome new 
members to come help with our 
beautification efforts. You should 
not only read into that “weeding,” 
as our work includes many other 
tasks throughout the garden. 

Come get your hands dirty 
with us. Working sessions are 
onTuesday and Thursday morn-
ings from 9 to 11 a.m.

As you return for the season, 
watch this space for upcoming 
events that Lake Margaret Garden 
Club is offering over the winter 
season. Come take a stroll when 
you arrive and revel in the beauty 
that is our garden.

Upcoming TR garden events: 
Christmas Stroll the day and time 
TBA.

Photo by Nancy McDowell
Early Gardeners Christine Lessig, Cathy Holley, Rose Taggart, 
Pat Beres, Betty Kazy, Greg Lessig, Donna West, Mary 
DeWeerd, Stacy Gowing and Pam Forsyth.  

Look for more Book Browsers 
recommendations in the next issue 
of The TR Times.
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Birding Activity

by Tom Butler
Nearly everyone in TR is 

familiar with the beautiful Barred 
Owls (Strix Varia) that frequent 
our park. These medium-sized 
owls are one of the most adaptive 
creatures in nature. This adaptabil-
ity has allowed them to thrive in a 
world that has seen others 
disappear into extinction. They 
have expanded their territories and 
numbers from east of the Rocky 
Mountains to the Northwest 
Pacific Coast and into Western 
Canada. Despite habitat loss in 
some regions, the Barred Owl has 
proven to be prolific. This sounds 
like a wonderful thing on the sur-
face, but everything is not as idyllic 
as you would think. This expansion 
comes with consequences to other 
creatures that are endemic to that 
environment. This is where the 
plight begins to come into focus.

Enter the Northern Spotted 
Owl (Strix Occidentalis Carina), 
another medium-sized owl that 
existed quite nicely west of the 
Rocky Mountains. Their popula-
tions are decreasing by 2 to 4% 
each year. You might think they 
could compete with the Barred 
Owls moving into these western 
territories. You would be wrong! 
The Spotted Owl is far less 
aggressive and does not have the 
adaptability that would allow it to 
survive in new environments. The 
Spotted Owls now must compete 
for nesting sites, roosting locations 
and the food sources. This invasion 
of an endemic species turns the 
Barred Owl into something it never 
wanted to be—an invasive 
species! Overlapping environ-

ments with an endemic species will 
get the attention of the Wildlife 
agencies. Invasive species is not a 
classification that anything in 
nature ever wants attached to its 
name. So how do you handle 
invasive species? The word 
“plight” will now become crystal 
clear.

Enter the Provisional Barred 
Owl Control Program. The plan is 
to remove enough Barred Owls so 
that the Spotted Owls can repatri-
ate their endemic environments. 
Simple? No! The problem with this 
plan is that it must be quick and 
inexpensive. Trapping birds and 
relocating them would not meet the 
needs of speed or cost. The 
solution is “lethal removal.” This 
tactic involves playing recordings 
of Barred Owls, waiting for the 
owls to show up and then shooting 
them. A heartbreaking strategy of 
destroying one bird to save 

another. A horrible “plight” for 
anything in nature. I understand 
the dilemma of those making 
important decisions about nature 
and wildlife. I would not enjoy 
being involved in those discus-
sions. Hopefully these decisions 
will  result  in both species 
flourishing. This removal plan is 
only taking place in the locations 
in conflict. This includes the pre-
viously mentioned Pacific North-
west and Western Canada. This 
would never be tolerated at TR.

The Barred Owl also faces 
competition within nature’s bat-
tles. The Great Horned Owl uses 
its size to take over preferred sites 
of the Barred Owl as well as food 
sources. Fortunately, both are still 
able to flourish in their respective 
habitats. Let’s continue to do what 
we can for nature and hope for the 
survival and success of all crea-
tures.

The plight of the Barred Owl

Photo by Tom Butler
BARRED OWL

by Amy Grier
We were blessed with a beautiful afternoon for a fun Pirates Day themed event in the Lake Margaret 

Garden. A preseason gathering to reconnect with friends we have not seen for a few months. It was wonderful 
to see so many people in costume as they walked the boardwalk and gathered for chili dogs by the fire pit.

Thanks go out to Kathy and Chuck Lemke, Marĳo Noll, Kathy and Wolf Reimann, Patty and Terry 
Brennan, Marty Schencke, Ruth Taylor Bordner, Pauline and Chris Tinker and Linda and Tim McLean, 
without whom the event would not have been possible.

BILL AND BEANNIE WISE BLACKBEARD CLAM

CLINT TAYLOR 
AND RUTH BORDNER

DEBORAH MAY

JIM AND DIANE DOGGETT

Pirates Day in Lake Margaret Garden

TIM AND LINDA MCLEAN

CECILE LEMAIRE

BILLIE DOELL AND DAUGHTER ROSEMARIE COHEN

Photos by Marijo Noll

See Pirates Day in 
color online at:
https://travelersrestresort.
com/newspaper/

https://ronniescarpets.com/
http://www.lamplighterfurniture.com
https://travelersrestresort.com/newspaper/
https://travelersrestresort.com/newspaper/
https://travelersrestresort.com/newspaper/


Lt. Col. Ruth Bordner, CAP; C/Lt. Col. Sarah Dewey; C/CMSgt. Leah Dewey; C/SrA 
Shelby Lynch; C/1st Lt. McKenna Endres; C/2d Lt. Jacob Robens; C/SrA Deven Bowser; 
C/1st Lt. Emma Dewey; and Col. Marty Schencke, U.S.A.F., Ret. The Civil Air Patrol 
cadets served as color guard for the ceremony.

DEBBY SCHINKEL, DEBI AND KELLY NEWBURY, 
BECKY GAMMONS, BONNIE PURCELL AND 

SHIRLEY KASPRZYK.

DEBBY SCHINKEL, KELLY NEWBURY AND 
BECKY GAMMONS.

Debby Schinkel and Becky Gammons wrap Kelly 
Newbury in his new quilt.  A walk along the Veterans Memorial.

Becky Gammons, one of the representatives from Quilts 
of Valor, displays Kelly Newbury’s quilt.

The U.S. and POW-MIA Flags flying at the 
Veterans Memorial.

by Pam Watkins
TR’s annual Veterans Day Celebration launched with a fresh perspective this year. The new look and feel 

was positively received by TR residents and guests.
We had the honor to see seven uniformed Civil Air Patrol personnel from the 463rd Composite Squadron 

of Florida Wing based in Kissimmee and the Composite Squadron 301 Hernando County based in Brooksville 
respectfully serve as color guard for the ceremony. A special thank you to Lt. Col. Ruth Bordner of the 
Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol for organizing it. 

A strong sense of patriotism and respect was felt as all stood when the event opened with the Posting of 
Colors followed by the National Anthem and Pledge of Allegiance. Chaplain Anthony Shipe provided the 
invocation.

Six speakers were invited to the podium to present a brief salute to their respective military branches. As 
each branch was introduced with their service anthems, a member of the Civil Air Patrol would formally post 
and display the branch’s flag.

Harold Hughes spoke for the U.S. Army; Kelly Newbury, the U.S. Navy; Bill Wise, the U.S. Marine 
Corps; John Freed, the U.S. Coast Guard; and Ted Towl, the U.S. Airforce. The salute to the U.S. Space Force, 
established in 2019, was delivered by Ken Hankinson. All speakers shared words on their branch’s distinct 
mission and history.

The final salute was delivered by Ken Neer who 
represented our POW and MIA service members, 
those 83,411 Americans who were taken as prisoners 
of war or who are still unaccounted for since WWII. 
While the six branch salutes were about respect, pride 
and legacy, Neer challenged us to honor and 
remember, that those missing will not be forgotten. 
It was particularly stirring to see our TR veterans 
standing with hands raised as they saluted the flags 
while TAPS was played.

Following the salutes, Bill Wise returned to the 
podium to share information about our TR Veterans 
Memorial Walkway and how residents can purchase 
bricks to be displayed. He directed those interested 
in purchasing a brick to pick up one of the applications 
available at the Veterans Bulletin Board in Busch 
Hall. See more info on page 5.

Retired U.S.A.F. Colonel Marty Schencke, TR 
veterans’ chairperson and the event’s coordinator, 
recognized TR’s veterans and our Canadian allies, 
and then he shared a piece on what it is to be a veteran. 
He spoke briefly about the organization of this year’s 
celebration and his goal of keeping the celebration 
fresh with changes for each year. One new aspect for 
this year was the presentation of a Quilt of Valor to 
Retired U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officer Kelly 
Newbury.

Bonnie Purcell, one of four representatives from 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation, shared the founda-
tion’s mission to cover service members and veterans 
touched by war with comfort and healing. She spoke 
about the three layers of a Quilt of Valor each of which 
represent a specific aspect of that mission. The quilt’s 
top represents individuals and communities, the 
middle batting layer brings hope for comfort and 
healing, and the backing represents strength and 
support. Purcell went on to say that each Quilt of 
Valor awarded to a service member is unique. 
Newbury’s beautiful quilt was actually designed and 
pieced by his wife Debi.

The celebration closed with a blessing from 
Chaplain Shipe and an invitation to an all-American 
hotdog and apple pie picnic in Citrus Hall. Schencke 
suggested to all in attendance to walk along the 
Veterans Memorial Walkway as they went to the 
picnic and while there, to ask a veteran to share a 
story while they shared the meal.

Veterans Day Celebration

Photos by Bill Watkins
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 TR Sports
Get out 

and 
get active by Dawn Pulleyn

The first Golf Scramble will be Saturday, Dec. 13. Registration starts 
at 8:30 a.m. and tee-off  time is 9 a.m.

Everyone is welcome. We hope to see you all there weather 
permitting.

Any questions, contact the Pulleyns, lot 01-13.

Attention 
all fun-loving golfers

by Kathy Reimann
Golf Chair

The Ladies Golf League 
opened the 2025-26 season with 
12 eager golfers on Wednesday, 
Nov. 5. Due to the course being 
closed for overseeding, instead of 
golfing on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
the ladies took the opportunity to 
socialize. Hosted by Kathy 
Reimann, 24 ladies attended a 
lovely meet-and-greet brunch at 

her house. 
What a great start to what 

promises to be an amazing season 
on our beautiful course. Thanks to 
Terry Halbrook and all his 
volunteers and workers for creat-
ing our own private paradise. 

We look forward to making 
new friends, rejoining old friends, 
enjoying this game and lots of fun 
and laughter.

TR Ladies Golf League
 is ready to play

TR Pickleball
by Nancy McDowell

Welcome back  a l l  you 
picklers. It is definitely good to 
have more players on the courts 
these days. 

Our summer play was limited, 
but that allowed for repair work to 
be done on the courts. Craig Miller 
and Jean Bjorgen gave so much of 
their time and hard work picking 
and spackling the bumps and 
cracks found on the upper and 
lower courts. That gives us seven 
full courts for play this season. 
Thanks to them and the TR 
Maintenance crew for their efforts 
with this repair work. Craig, and 
especially Jean, were instrumental 
in obtaining the new windscreens 
we have purchased for the upper 
courts.  

Open play is under way each 
morning for all levels of picklers. 
If you are new to the sport, come 
out any morning to “get in the 
game.” We are always happy to 
help new players learn. 

We are adding more open and 
social sessions every week. Our 

formal schedule of skills training 
and competitive sessions will 
begin in January. Stay up to date 
on our schedule via our TR 
Pickleball Facebook page or the 
InTouch calendar. We will update 
the InTouch calendar as we con-
tinue to add more sessions.   

See you on the courts.

Photo  by Nancy McDowell

Front row: Vee Dunlap, 
Nancy Staton, Kelly Person, 
Delia Box. Back row: Shirley-
Ann Appleby, Christine 
Lessig, Deb Kat, Denise 
Licursi, Val Smith, Diane 
Doggett.

Photo submitted by Kathy Reimann
Lady golfers enjoy a meet-and-greet brunch. 

by Karen Waldo
As we age it is even more 

important to stay active both phys-
ically and mentally. TR offers a 
plethora of  activities in which to 
participate. Check out pages 8 and 
9 in The TR Times. You will surely 
be able to find an activity that 
interests you. 

https://www.papajoes.org/
https://www.hiddencreekgolfcarts.com
https://seebetterflorida.com/
https://www.allcoastroofingllc.com
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SHALA S. WILSON
Shala S. Wilson, 82 of Hart-

ford, Ky., passed away peacefully 
in her sleep on May 18, 2025, 
following a brief illness. She was 
born on Oct. 4, 1942 in Madis-
onville, Ky. to the late Hayden and 
Delores (Burden) Jennings. In 
addition to her parents, she was 
predeceased by siblings, Danny 
Jennings, Lana Jennings, Patrick 
Jennings and Kay Drozak.

Shala, a proud Navy wife, is 
survived by her loving family 
including her husband of 64 years, 
Larry Wilson, daughters Lisa (Joe) 
Motley, Linda (Ron) Tyree and 
Lori (Corey) Render.

Shala was one of the first 
Nurse Practitioners in Bowling 
Green, Ky. She was known for her 
compassionate care and worked in 
several healthcare facilities in 
Eastern Kentucky where she 
touched many lives. In addition to 
her clinical expertise, Shala was a 
successful healthcare administra-
tor and educator.

During her retirement she and 
Larry traveled to 49 states and 
several countries in their 
Airstream, always making friends 
and many times serving as Caravan 
leaders. She loved meeting new 
people and was always up for an 
adventure. She went whitewater 
rafting in Colorado and ziplined in 
Newfoundland at the age of 78. 
She shared her time and her love 
for traveling by taking her daugh-
ters to Europe and her grandchil-
dren on numerous camping trips. 
She and Larry took the entire 
family to Cancun to celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary in 2010. 
She loved music, learning to play 
the guitar and singing with friends. 
She loved to read and sew, making 
blankets and quilts for her grand 
and great grandchildren.

The greatest blessing for her 
family is knowing she had a life 
well-lived, with a heart for her 
family and everything was moti-
vated by her great faith in God and 
knowing how much her family 
loved her.

BARBARA OVERLY
Barbara Overly, 81, passed 

away peacefully on July 29, 2025. 
She was born on March 5, 1944 in 
Owosso, Mich.

On Jan. 25, 1964 Barbara 
married Skip Overly. In the early 
years of their marriage they served 
as Officers in the Salvation Army 
Church reflecting their shared 
commitment to faith and service. 
Later Barbara was a longtime 
member of the Nazarene Church 
in Mt. Morris, Mich. She worked 
for many years as an office man-
ager and secretary in Flushing, 
Mich. before relocating to Florida. 
Her dedication and kindness left a 
meaningful impact on those she 
worked with and served.

Barbara is lovingly remem-
bered by her daughters Renee 
(Gino) Bigelow and Carmen 
(Barth) Herholz and four siblings. 
Her legacy continues through 
multiple grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. She was preceded 
in death by her beloved husband 
Skip Overly.

Known for her generosity and 
sweet nature, she was a selfless 
caregiver who gave freely of her 
time to support those around her. 
She enjoyed playing games and 
cards and found joy in crafting for 
organizations that benefited from 
her creativity. She also had a love 
for travel and treasured the mem-
ories made with friends and family 
across Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and Florida. Barbara’s memory 
will live on in the hearts of all who 
knew her. May her legacy of love 
and service continue to inspire 
those whose lives she touched.

Support
all our

TR Times
Advertisers

MARGARET “PEG” 
STEVENS

Margaret “Peg” Stevens, 
beloved sister and aunt, passed 
away with family at her side on 
March 10, 2025. She was born in 
Painesville, Ohio on Nov. 2, 1933 
to Roy and Margaret (Lamb) 
Stevens.

Peg was a Class of 1951 
graduate of Cuyahoga Falls High 
School and went on to receive her 
Bachelor’s Degree in English and 
Speech/Drama from Bowling 
Green University in 1955. She 
worked at Akron University as a 
clerk-typist and secretary to the 
head of the Registrar’s Office and 
as secretary/office assistant for the 
sales office of E.I. DuPont in 
Akron, Ohio for three years. She 
received her Master of Education 
(+76 hours) with a major in 
Speech/Hearing Pathology from 
Kent State University in 1959.

She worked as a speech 
therapist in the public schools of 
Jackson, Mich. until 1961. At that 
time she accepted a job as a speech 
therapist, civilian employee with 
the Department of Defense, U.S. 
Air Force, teaching speech therapy 
in the American Military Schools 
in Wiesbaden, Germany.

During her five years while 
living there Peg traveled exten-
sively throughout Europe. She 
then moved to California in 1966 
to work with the Pismo Beach 
Unified School District for a year. 
From 1967 to 1982 she taught 
English in Ventura, Calif. at 
Anacapa Junior High School and 
then transferred to Buena High 
School to teach 9th and 11th grade 
English until retiring in 1993. Her 
students were very important to her 
and she enjoyed many lasting 
relationships with them over the 
years.

Peg became an avid bird 
watcher in 1978 and shared her 
love of ornithology by leading 
many bird counts and watches both 
in California and Florida. After her 
retirement she was active in VAS 
and CVAS (Audubon Society) 
leading bird walks and serving on 
the VAS Board of Directors for five 
years. She loved being a volunteer 
at the Western Foundation of 
Vertebrate Zoology in Camarillo, 
Calif. during the 1990’s.

She was able to travel exten-
sively around the contiguous U.S. 

in her “camper van” with her 
beloved dogs, first Coquain and 
then Muffin, as companions. She 
was a member of Happy Faces 
(camping club) and met many 
lifelong friends. Peg then moved 
to TR where she enjoyed helping 
by editing the park newspaper.

Peg was the last surviving 
member of her beloved friend 
group from her Class of 1951. She 
is survived by her sister, Harriet 
(Michael) Vaughn of Caledonia, 
Mich. and numerous nephews and 
nieces. She was predeceased by her 
parents and sister Jean Katherine 
Stevens. Peg will be missed dearly 
and remembered forever by those 
whose lives she touched.

The TR Times is in need of 
additional experienced photogra-
phers who are able to photograph 
special events around the park. 
Photographers are given assign-
ments that include the day, date 
and time of an event, as well as 
the number of photos needed and 
the deadline by which photos need 
to be submitted to the paper. Pho-
tos are edited by newspaper staff. 

Photos must be submitted in 
full resolution via email and 
names are required for all photos 
with people. 

If interested please contact 
the TR Times via email at 
thetrtimes@gmail.com or phone 
352-588-4993.

The TR Times is seeking a 
librarian who can independently 
work on Tuesday evenings or 
Wednesday mornings for a few 
hours to collate and organize the 
articles, photos and printed news-
paper pages. If interested, please 
contact the TR Times. Email 
thetrtimes@gmail.com or phone 
352-588-4993.

ClassifiedsObituaries
Photographers needed Librarian wanted 

by Nan Lance
30 Years Ago - 1995

• Phone area code will change: TR phone services will 
change from area code 904 to 352.

• Blackwood Dance School pupils entertained residents at 
Busch Hall Sunday Night for the 23rd time.

• Florida Aquarium is TR bus destination from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 13. Cost is $38.

• Twenty-three ladies braved the 40 degree weather for 
League play Nov. 15. Dues are $5.

20 Years Ago - 2005
• A new 30-50 amp power service was installed at Golf 

View sites.
• Moonlight Parade: This year we’re going to have a Kris 

Kringle Moonlight Parade incorporating golf carts, 
bicycles and walking to be held Thursday, Dec. 8 

   at 7 p.m.
• The TR Times celebrates its 20th year: Volunteers began 

the paper’s 20th year in the newly refurnished Ruth 
Wirtz Howes Room. The first issue was published 

    Feb. 7, 1986.
10 Years Ago - 2015

• New TR Policy 10015: All Websites/Social Media, 
which includes all park activities or any representation 
of TRR, must be approved by the TRR Marketing 
Committee and then presented to the TR Board of 
Directors for final approval.

• When EMS responds make sure they have access 
to needed info: Hopefully everyone knows 
about the Vial of Life each person should store 
in their RV refrigerator door and car glove box.

• Gift cards are great gifts. This is the fourth year of 
our Christmas Gift Cards for Sunrise of Pasco County Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault Center. Last year we provided cards 
for 78 families. There were 178 women and children and five dads 
who received gifts.

Looking  Back

Obituary submission
The TR Times includes obit-

uaries of former residents in its 
various issues. Please submit 
your obituaries to the newspaper 
at thetrtimes@gmail.com.

Classified ad submission
Ads are due the Friday before 

the paper is published. Provide 
item name, along with a short 
description, the asking price, your 
name and lot number. 

Send your information to
thetrtimes@gmail.com.

https://www.sacfcu.org/


16 Friday, November 28, 2025 Travelers Rest ResortThe TR Times

https://networkofcare.adventhealth.com/west-florida

