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Hi Lites

Busch Hall Sunday
Night
Rose N Thorne on stage Sun-

day, Dec. 7 at 7 p.m.
See page 2.

Annual Golf Cart
Parade

Wednesday, Dec. 10, 4 p.m. See
pe. 2.

Call for Candidates

Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 5 p.m. is
the deadline to submit your
resume to become a candidate
for a position on the TR Board
of Directors.

Activity Reminders

TR Holiday Food
Drive

Deadline for donations is
Wednesday, Dec. 17.
See page 2.

Reminders from
Station 33

Don’t forget to:

Change your smoke detector
batteries.

Update your Vial(s) of Life.
Ensure your address signs are
visible at night.
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December Forum is well attended

by Margaret Emmetts

The December Forum was
called to order by President Debo-
rah May in Busch Hall at 1 p.m.
on Dec.1. All Board members
were present as were Chad Barber,
Manager, Terry Holbrook,
Treasurer, Diane Peacock, Assis-
tant Treasurer and Lora Davis,
Activity Director.

May advised that no financial
reports were available due to a
problem with the Board’s CPA.
However, all but two residents
have paid for their leases. One of
the unpaid is in the process of being
evicted.

May thanked John Toombs
and Kelly Newbury for last
Forum’s presentation on the creek
project. Because so few residents
were present, the presentation will
be repeated at the January Forum.

Thanks were given to Beannie
Wise and Pat Butler for the
excellent job on the Thanksgiving
Feast. The two will also be in
charge of the Christmas Feast. At
the Christmas event each table will

have “open” and “closed” signs.
The red closed sign will be used
when members of thattable are still
eating. When they have finished
and they wish to share what is left
with others, they will put up the
green open sign.

The Maintenance Committee
has completed the creek mainte-
nance plan. To help insure there
will be no future problems, a
signed inspection will be made
weekly, monthly, annually and
after each storm. Residents on 13th
and 14th Streets must not put
furniture or lawn decorations
beyond the electric post on their
lot. The contractor who did the
work will return to make some
minor adjustments.

The Golf Course is open after
the annual reseeding. The Associ-
ation requests that you repair all
divots. Memberships are for sale
on Tuesday and Friday mornings
from 9 to 11 a.m.

The Nominating Committee
reminds that they are taking

resumes for next year’s Board
positions. Dec. 10 is the deadline
for applications which may be
submitted through the Post Office.

Foodies will again be provid-
ing lunch Tuesdays thru Thursdays
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Busch
Hall. This will be available for the
first three weeks of December. The
Snack Shack will open in January.

Dec. 10is the annual Golf Cart
Christmas Parade. Cookies and
refreshments will be served in
Busch Hall following the parade.
Lynda Spencer is looking for
volunteers to help bake cookies.
Qand A

Q - Last year it was suggested
that mirrors be installed in the
Ladies Room in Busch Hall. Why
are there still no mirrors?

A - Mirrors over the sinks
would provide a view of the ladies
showers if the door was open.
Chad will see if something can be
arranged but still insure privacy.

Q - Weeds are growing in the
roadbeds. Can they be removed to

prevent road damage?

A - Chad will look into using
weed killer.

Q - An elderly resident was
almost struck by an e-bike riding
on the sidewalk recently. Are there
any restrictions about e-bikes on
our sidewalks?

A - A sign by the Library
prohibits any bikes, skateboards,
etc. from the walkways around
Busch Hall. Perhaps this is
something that should be looked
into. Generally bikes and golf carts
must follow the same rules as cars.

Q - There is a damaged
sidewalk on Maple Ave. Can it be
repaired.

A -Chad will look into repairs.

Comment - There are no First
Responders present during the
summer. Pasco County Rescue
Squad had difficulty locating a
home. Lot numbers on curbs would
be helpful.

Next Veranda Chat will be
Dec. 15 at 3 p.m. and the next
Forum on Jan. 5 at 1 p.m.

A couple of the winners from last year’s parade and a teaser for the cookies that you might find after the parade.

Briefings from the Board

DEBORAH MAY

by Deborah May, President

Life is good at TR!

The 2025-26 season kicked
off with a walk through the garden
and residents dressed up as pirates.
Pirate costumes were available for
those who wanted their pictures
taken. This was a perfect social
activity for residents to renew old
friendships and greet new resi-
dents. Walking out to overlook the
lake and spotting two turtles just
peacefully swimming among the
fish reminds us how great nature
is. A special thanks to Amy Grier
for arranging an afternoon party to
celebrate Halloween and remind
us how lucky we are to live in a
place called Travelers Rest Resort.
I look forward to walking in the
garden during the season and
seeing all the work that the volun-
teers have done in giving us a

beautiful, quiet place to reflect
upon how blessed we are to be able
to enjoy nature at its finest.

A park that was built by
volunteers has so much to offer us
each day. All residents (leasehold-
ers) of Travelers Rest Resort, Inc.
and their guests, including those in
Golf View/Oak View and the
Village area, are eligible to use all
of the recreational facilities in TR.
The facilities include tennis courts,
pickleball courts, swimming pool,
bocce ball courts, shuffleboard
courts, recreational buildings,
picnic area, golf course and all
other sanctioned park activities.
Posted rules at these facilities must
be honored. (FO005) Volunteers
operate the nearly 140 clubs and
activities we have here. Each year
new volunteers, or sometimes
regular volunteers, are always
offering new and different activi-
ties to keep us entertained and busy
during the season. There is some-
thing for everyone depending on
your interests. Just listening to the
laughter at the bocce ball courts,
the pickleball bouncing continu-
ously and seeing all the people
playing golf is witness to the great
life we have here.

After working hours TR
employees and their immediate
families have the use of all TR

outside recreational facilities,
including the golf course. The
employees are required to pay any
golfing fees and must obey all TR
Golf Association regulations.
(F0010)

Even our holidays are a joy to
spend here. The music, celebra-
tions and dinners in Busch Hall
help to make sure that everyone is
included and doesn’t feel alone. A
special thanks to Pat Butler and
Beannie Wise for heading up the
Busch Hall holiday dinners each
year. This is a time for Great Food
and Great People to come together!

The TR Management is in
charge of the operation of the Post
Office, Freshwater Treatment
Plant, Sewage and Waste Treat-
ment Plant and Solid Waste
Disposal. Expenses for these
services are included with your
annual fees. In addition, having a
Fire Department and First Respon-
ders means emergency response
and treatment is available to our
residents within minutes, saving
lives and homes. These are all
volunteers serving the residents by
giving up their time for training
and being available 24 hours a day.
Each time that siren goes off
reminds us how minutes count in
an emergency situation. While 1
hope it never goes off, I am

thankful for those who offer their
services to our residents.

Now that we are in December
more residents are coming back
each day. The activities calendar
on InTouch is filling up and golf
carts are running around every-
where. Even the number of pets in
the dog parks are increasing.
Remember to check the posted
times for your size dog to use the
dog park facilities. Please pick up
after your pet inside the dog park
and also whenever you are walking
your dog in the park. All poop bags
should be put in dumpsters, please
do not put poop bags in trash cans
inside any of the facilities.

While we offer so many
activities during the day and
evenings, food is the substance that
keeps us moving. The Foodies
offer lunch Tuesday thru Thursday
in Busch Hall the first three weeks
in November and December from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Snack
Shack (everyone’s favorite) will
open for lunch in January. These
activities are again manned by
volunteers. Food trucks will be
available in the evenings when the
park can schedule them.

Volunteers keep this special
place running on a daily basis. To
all those who volunteer, a great big
thank you. Lifeis good here in TR!
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by Katherine Shawver

Be sure to join us this Sunday,
Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. when we welcome
Rose N Thorne to the stage at
Busch Hall Sunday Night.

Rose N Thorne are the
dynamic husband and wife duo,
Karen and Danny Holmes, whose

music, performances and
relationship with each other... is
pure magic!

Using only acoustic guitar,
piano, percussion and harmonica,
the two vocalists give out the
energy and honesty that only a
"live" performance offers. They
have been the support act for
internationally-known  artists
Melissa Manchester, Al Jarreau,
Benny Mardones, John Sebastian,
Orleans, Eric Burden and many
more.

The duo have also been the
featured artists at popular music
halls, festivals, listening rooms
and house concerts. Inaddition, the
two have put their vibrant person-
alities and creative stylings into
songs that you love by everyone's
favorite singer/songwriters from
the early ‘60s through the ‘90s.

Rose N Thorne are simply artistry and entertainment at it's best.
Rose N Thorne are very successful singer/songwriters of original music
as well. The Ice Cream Social is 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. followed by

announcements.

The TR Food Drive
needs your help

by Betty Kazymirczuk
The Holiday Food Drive is
still underway to benefit DayStar
Food Pantry in Dade City. There
are three ways you can help:
Cash donations - drop a check
or cash donation in the Sunday

collection basket or at the TR Post
Office addressed to lot 11-01.
Please make your check payable
to TR Church Association and
mark it “Food Pantry.” We’ll be
happy to do the shopping for you.

Bring canned and non-perish-
able food items to the Food Pantry

Tuesday Night Movies

by Nancy McDowell

Work on the sound system
continues. We are hoping to get
things up and running within the
next couple of weeks. The tricky
part is more technical than we
would like. However, I do believe
we have the right team on task.
Watch this space for more updates.

A musical
for

by Pat Daubenmier

The Travelaires Orchestra
would like to extend an open
invitation to all instrumentalists
for its upcoming season. If you’re
new to TR, we are a group of
musicians who enjoy making
music together at Tuesday
afternoon rehearsals and sharing it
with residents at Friday Night
Dances. We play for five dances,
January to March.

Donations for movies and
popcorn are always appreciated.
They help keep this activity vital
in our community.

invitation

you

Exact program dates will be
announced at a later date. There
are no auditions and all are invited
to see what we are all about. Just
remember to bring your instrument
with you! You say you haven’t
playedinyears? Many ofushadn’t,
but we are a very encouraging
group. We are especially in need
of low brass - trombones, bari-
tones, etc., but all are invited.
Donations last year enabled us to
purchase many new pieces of
music and we’re eager to try some
of them out and share them with
our TR dancing family. It’s always
a good time and we’d love to see
you there.

at lot 11-01, in the TR Church
Cabana or the table in Busch Hall.

Pick up an empty Food Pantry
box in Busch Hall or the TR Post
Office and fill it with suggested
items on the list. Return the filled
box to the TR Church Cabana or
the table in Busch Hall.

For help with delivery or to
pick up filled boxes, you may call
Dick Wheatley, Pat Greene or
Betty Kazymirczuk. Their phone
numbers are in the TR Directory.
Christmas boxes and donations are
needed by Wednesday, Dec. 17.
Thank you for your generosity.

Activity Affairs

by Lora Davis

We are launching another
exciting season at Travelers Rest!

People are continuing to
return to the park and it’s so great
to see the activity, laughter and
community spirit. Getting every-
thing organized before the season
begins feels a bit like a puzzle—
each activity has its own schedule,
chairperson and timeline for
starting up. Some beginrightaway,
while others won’t get rolling until
after the holidays.

When former Activity
Coordinator Guy Weik received
the Activity Update Sheets in early
March, he worked from those to
build the coming year’s calendar.
However, sometimes details can
change between spring and fall.
The best way to stay current is
through InTouchLink, The TR
Times Bulletin Board and your TR
Directory.

If you notice an activity listed
on InTouchLink, that means the
chairperson has arrived, started the
activity and requested it be posted.
If a printed Directory shows a later
start date—usually January—it
may simply mean that updates
were made after the Directory went
to print. Watch for notices in The
TR Times for any changes and
record them in your Directory.

If you’re new or unsure where
and when things happen, InTouch
is the best place to start. It lists each
activity’s time, location and
coordinator. Just tap the blue “i”
for additional details. When an
event finishes for the day, it
automatically disappears from the
schedule—so what you see is
always up-to-date.

Whenever chairpersons adjust
their schedules, I post those
updates to The TR Times Bulletin
Board at least weekly. Keep in
mind there’s a short delay between
when I’m notified and when the
printed changes appear, so check-
ing InTouch is the quickest way to
stay informed.

The TR Directory is another
valuable resource. This year’s
edition has been delayed in print-
ing but will be coming out soon.
Inside you’ll find Building Sched-
ules, Monthly Special Events,
Entertainment Nights and an
alphabetical listing of all activities.
Use these pages to plan your week
and jot down notes or updates as
they occur.

Thank you to all the dedicated
chairpersons and volunteers who
make these programs possible.
Your efforts keep our community
lively, connected and full of fun.
Here’s to another great season at
TR.
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We need trees

Most of you know that I am a snowbird. On returning to TR this
season I could not help but notice the change in the number and condition
of our trees. Who can forget the huge piles of tree debris that lined both
TR Boulevard and Johnston Road after the storm last season.

The Board announced they will be required to replace at least four
trees. Wouldn’t it be nice if the trees they purchased were live oaks?
Of course new trees will never be the size and grandeur of the old ones
we lost. However, you don’t plant trees for yourself. You plant them
for your children and your children’s children.

This park is a multi-generational park. Do you realize just how
many families we now know are the children or in some cases the
grandchildren of the park founders? I cannot think of another park that
has this kind of heritage.

Trees are a dual blessing. They both generate oxygen and remove
carbon dioxide. This makes them both a joy to behold and a boon to
the environment. mre

The TR Times

Vision Statement
To be a trusted source of information for the TR Community.

Mission Statement
To promote activities and events, recognize achieve-
ments, encourage resident support of our advertisers and
report topics of interest in a manner that positively supports
the TR Community.
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The comfort of the Advent Season

by Chaplain Anthony Shipe

As the days grow shorter and
the nights longer, the season of
Advent arrives like a gentle light
breaking through winter’s dark-
ness. For Christians, Advent marks
the beginning of the liturgical
year.A time of expectation and
preparation for the coming of
Christ. More than just a countdown
to Christmas, Advent invites
believers to slow down, reflect and
find comfort in four enduring
themes: Hope, Peace, Love and
Joy. These are not just theological
ideas, but living promises that
meet us in our daily struggles and
restore our weary spirits.

Hope: The promise of light in
the darkness.

Advent begins with hope
which is the confident expectation
that God will fulfill His promises.
The first candle on the Advent
wreath flickers in the dimness,
reminding us that even the smallest
light can pierce through the deep-
est night. Hope is not naive
optimism,; it is a resilient trust that
God is working even when we
cannot see the outcome.

In a world filled with uncer-
tainty including wars, divisions,
personal losses and fears about the
future, Advent hope offers steady
ground. It reminds us that our story
is not over and that God’s redemp-
tive plan continues to unfold. We
declare that despair does not have
the final word. We wait not with
anxiety but with assurance that
Emmanuel, God with us, has come
and will come again.

Peace: The gift of calm in a
restless world.

The second week of Advent
turns our hearts toward peace. In
Scripture, peace means far more
than the absence of conflict. It
speaks of wholeness, harmony and
right relationship with God and

CHAPLAIN ANTHONY SHIPE

others. When the angels pro-
claimed “peace on earth” to the
shepherds, they announced that in
Christ, reconciliation had arrived.

Our modern world aches for
peace. We live amid noise, conflict
and constant motion. Advent
invites us to step away from the
chaos and enter a sacred stillness.
It’s a season that calls us to quiet
prayer, forgiveness and surrender
and to let God calm our anxious
hearts. True peace is not something
we create through control or
avoidance; it is something we
receive when we yield to God’s
presence.

Christ reconciles enemies,
restores broken relationships and
steadies our hearts in times of
turmoil. The comfort of peace is
the deep assurance that even in the
storms of life, we are held securely
by the One who commands the
wind and the waves.

Love: The heart of the Gospel.

The third candle of Advent
burns with the warmth of love. It
represents the heart of the gospel
message: that God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son.
Love is not sentimental; it is
sacrificial, patient and redemptive.

It is the love that moves God to
enter human history, to take on
flesh and to dwell among us.

Love brings comfort because
it reminds us that we are never
forgotten. God’s love reaches into
every corner of our lives, including
our failures, our loneliness, our
regrets, and redeems them with
grace. The Advent season invites
us to reflect that same love out-
ward: to show kindness, mercy and
compassion to those around us.
Whether through a word of
encouragement, a shared meal, or
a generous act, we participate in
the very mission of Christ when
we choose love.

Joy: The
redeemed.

The fourth week of Advent
brings us joy which cannot be
reduced to fleeting happiness. This
is a deep, abiding gladness that
springs from the knowledge that
God has come near. Mary’s song,
the Magnificat, captures this joy
perfectly: “My soul magnifies the
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior.” Joy is the natural
overflow of hearts that have tasted
God’s grace.

Even amid hardship, joy
endures. It is not dependent on
perfect circumstances, but on the
unchanging character of God. Joy
comforts us by lifting our eyes
beyond the temporary and anchor-
ing them in eternal truth. It reminds
us that sorrow will not last forever,
and that light will always triumph
over darkness. When we light the
candle of joy, we proclaim that
salvation is not just coming— it is
already here among us.

Hope, Peace, Love and Joy
remind us that comfort is not found
in escaping the darkness but in
discovering the Light that shines
within it. AMEN.

song of the

Choir Rehearsal
Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 8:45 a.m.
Bernie Gutridge
Sunday Service
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Hymn Sing 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Anthony Shipe
Holy Communion
First Sunday of the month.

Catholic Church

32145 Saint Joe Road
Dade City, Florida 33525

MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil Mass
Saturday, 4 p.m.
Sunday Masses
8 am. &10:30 a.m.
Daily Masses
8:00 a.m. Monday - Friday

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
Sunday 9:05 to 10:20 a.m.

Fr. Bob Romaine
352-588-3641



https://www.sacredheartdadecity.org
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Welcome Committee

by Susan Stahley

If you are new to TR or a long-time resident, please join members
of the Welcome Committee at the first Red Dot Social of the season. Red
dots are given out to guests to let others know that they are new to TR.
The Red Dot Social will take place during the TR Foodies lunch on
Thursday, Dec. 11 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. You can purchase your
lunch from the TR Foodies menu or just come to Busch Hall to say hi.
Look for the folks wearing red shirts. We are happy to answer questions
about TR activities and how to navigate our beautiful resort.

Respect for the rules leads to
positive outcomes

by Pam Watkins

The rules of etiquette that we all learned in kindergarten, for
example, be courteous, be helpful and say please and thank you are
practiced widely at TR. We have learned that respect for these rules
builds our community.

TR has a few unwritten rules that we also practice every day such
as wear a smile, wave at your friends and neighbors and put your chairs
away at the end of an event. Respect for these rules fosters our belonging.

Our TR sports activities all have rules that players need to accept
in order to play. In pickleball, we don’t volley in the no-volley zone,
while in golf, we maintain a safe distance from the group ahead of us.
Respect for these rules increases our safety.

TR’s Official Policy Manual is a complete set of rules that also
requires our respect. True, many of them refer to the Park’s management
and organization. However there is also a wide array of etiquette-related
rules that are in place to foster unity and harmonious interaction in our
neighborhoods. For example, there are rules that direct how we park and
where we walk our pets, prohibit the crossing of our neighbors’ sites,
govern the hours that we may use the laundry facility and tell us when
yard sales are permitted.

Just like sports, there are safety-related rules, e.g., all golf carts
must have visible headlights and taillights or reflectors, campfires on
leased lots are forbidden, and there is a speed limit of 10 mph for all
vehicles.

It is our responsibility to know the rules in our Policy Manual and
respect them. Policies are always being updated, so it is good to review
them several times throughout the season. If you have reviewed any of
the Board of Directors meeting minutes, you may have noted that a
complete overhaul of the policy book for consolidation and simplicity
is one of the Board’s goals for the 2025-26 season. We may see many
changes this season.

TR’s Official Policy Manual (updated July 29, 2025) and minutes
from the Board of Directors meetings can be accessed through the
Travelers Rest Resort website, travelersrestresort.com, under the
Resident Dashboard link. Log in and scroll down the page to Resident
Publications. If you do not have log-in credentials, contact the TR Office.
TR’s Official Policy Manual can also be accessed through the Resident
Dashboard on InTouchLink. Again, you will need to have log-in
credentials.

Respect for TR’s unwritten rules and official policies serve to
enhance harmony and protect our community, very positive outcomes
indeed.

Amateur Radio Club
Christmas tradition returns to TR

by Beverly Bean KR4FDL

Abeloved Christmas tradition
returned to TR on Wednesday,
Nov. 19 as the TR Amateur Radio
Club worked together to raise the
Christmas Star.

Licensed amateur radio
operators are identified by their
“call signs.” Led by Russ Thackery
WORUS, along with Beverly Bean
KR4FDL, Bob Bean KR4FDM,
Gary Grew KO4FHF, Pam Grew
KQ4PWQ, Mark Lupien KC1AJE
and Jackie Thackery W9JKE, the
team inspected, prepared and
guided the Christmas Star up the
TR Amateur Radio Club’s tower
to a height of 37°— high enough to
be seen throughout TR.

Photos by Beverly Bean

Pam Grew is checking the
height of the star.

More recommended books from Book Browsers

by Mary Kosbab

“The Unexpected Diva: Captivating Biographical Fiction Featuring a Forgotten African American
Star” by Tiffany L. Warren - Before the Civil War, black opera singer Elizabeth Taylor Greenfield reigned
supreme on Northern stages, even performing at Buckingham Palace. Novelist Tiffany L Warren brings this
remarkable, but forgotten, diva’s remarkable story to life for modern readers.

“The Paris Library” by Janet Skeslien Charles - Based on the true story of the heroic librarians at the
American Library in Paris during WWII. “The Paris Library” is a moving and unforgettable “ode to the
importance of libraries, books and the human connections we find within both.”

“The Last Chairlift” by John Irving - John Irving has written some of the most acclaimed books of our
time—among them, “The World According to Garp” and “The Cider House Rules.” A visionary voice on the
subject of sexual tolerance, Irving is a bard of alternative families. In “The Last Chairlift,” readers will once

more be in his thrall.

“Station Eleven” by Emily St. John Mandel - An audacious, darkly glittering novel set in the eerie days
following civilization's collapse, “Station Eleven” tells the spellbinding story of a nomadic group of actors
roaming the scattered outposts of the Great Lakes region, risking everything for art and humanity. Named a

Best Book of the 21st Century by The New York Times.

Star shining over TR at night.

This annual tradition was
started more than 25 years ago by
Bob Brubaker KK9KK, a TR
Amateur Radio Club operator and
Village resident, who just
happened to have a 50’ radio tower
in his yard. Now for those of you
who are friends with an amateur
radio enthusiast, you know that
this is not all that unusual. Bob and
his wife, Judy, had Christmas
Spirit to spare and wanted to make
the holidays extra special for TR
residents and visitors. The idea for
a Christmas Star was born. Bob
and Judy turned ordinary plastic
pipe, tinsel and lights into an
extraordinary gift for TR.

Russ Thackery prepares the
star for installation.

The Christmas Star continued
to shine over TR each holiday
season until 2024 when the TR
Amateur Radio Club’s tower was
damaged and the star could not be
raised safely. Jim Johnson WW7N,
Dan Zile WBOYMQ, Jim
Zigrosser N2MJC, and many other
Club Members and TR Staff
worked tirelessly during the
summer of 2025 to repair and
secure the radio tower.

So, with little fanfare, but with
much joy, the TR Amateur Radio
Club’s Christmas Star now, once
again, shines bright.

Photo by JacKie ThacKery

Gary Grew, Mark Lupien, Bob and Bev Bean and Russ
Thackery worked together to raise the star.

Russ Thackery and Bob
Bean attaching the star.
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Dade City
352-567-6100

11441 U.S Hwy 301
Dade City, FL 33525

East Pasco's Only On-site Crematory

Providing Pre-Planning & Full Service
Funeral Arrangements

Chapel Hill Gardens
352-567-5571
11531 U.S Hwy 301 Dade City, FL 33525

HodgesFuneralHome.com

Zephyrhills
352-788-6100

36327 Pure Water Way
Zephyrhills, FL 33541



https://www.hodgesfuneralhome.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Treasuredfriendsgifts/
https://www.chrisaccompany.com
https://www.facebook.com/TCPDiscountGrocery/
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Celebrating Friendsgiving the TR way

by Pam Watkins

Have you heard of Friendsgiving? Although the term has been around for several years —
could it have originated at TR? The appeal of this made-up holiday is on the rise. Friendsgiving
is the celebration of giving thanks with a group of friends on a more social and casual level
than the traditional holiday. It is typically a potluck style dinner, and truthfully speaking, it is
sometimes enjoyed with less drama than a family gathering.

My 15-year-old granddaughter celebrated Friendsgiving recently. She invited 12 of her
closest friends for dinner, asked them to bring dessert, and then she sprung it on her mom just
a few days in advance. No need to stress, right? It all came together just as it should, and I saw
the photos. There is something about 13 teenagers holding hands around the dinner table offering
prayer and praise.

TR has the same spirit. We gather with 60 of our closest friends and neighbors in Busch
Hall or with just a handful around someone’s dinner table, and we give thanks for each other
and this wonderful community in which we live. We should celebrate Friendsgiving more often.

Photo by Ken Langell
Busch Hall is the place for friends to be on Thanksgiving afternoon.

Photo by Wolf Reimann
These hungry friends wait for the feast to begin.

Bard Fuller to compete in Dade City

Photo by Sandy Langell

Happy friends wave to the photographer. The tables all bore
beautiful decorations appropriate to the season.

Photo by Rich Kushman

This gathering of 27 friends was hosted by Kathleen and Rich Kushman.

TR’s Bard Fuller will compete in Dade City’s ninth annual
Gingerbread World Contest.

Fuller has created his masterpieces for the Dade City contest for
several years. His 2020 whimsical tower won second place and his
victorian colonial won third place in 2021and has won several awards.
Bard’s entry for this year is the McChristmas House.

Interestingly, one of his biggest competitors is his sister Nancy
Clemmons, who lives nearby to TR. Not only did Nancy’s creations win
first place over the past few years but she has also won the People’s

Birding Activity

by Tom Butler

What’s for dinner?

This is a simple question that
doesn’t always have a simple
answer. Furthermore, what is

Choice Award twice.

You may view all of the delicious exhibits at the First United
Methodist Christian Life Center Building at 37628 Church St. during
the Church Street Christmas event held Sunday, Dec. 21 to Tuesday,

Dec. 23 from 7 to 9 p.m.

served will determine how quickly
it will be devoured and how many
helpings will be requested. Every-
one has their favorite dishes so a
lot of thought must go into the
planning of these meals. Consider
these options.

Mealworms —you didn’t think
I was talking about people food,
did you? If you want Bluebirds at
your feeders then mealworms are
a must. Many birds love these
snacks but very few things will
attract Bluebirds like these creepy
little critters.

Mixed seed—plenty of options
in this category. Some have a lot
of cracked corn and don’t seem to
attract songbirds as often. Sun-
flower seeds mixed with nuts and
safflower (Sam’s Club) are very
effective in attracting a wide
variety of species. Pennington has
cherry-flavored seeds that seem to
work the best from what I have
observed (Sam’s Club).

Grape jelly and sliced oranges
— Orioles love this combination
more than any others. Use natural
grape jelly (no high fructose corn
syrup). Many species will visit
these two dishes. These work best

Photo 5_1/ Tom Butler
Mixed seed is on the menu.

on the tray feeders and can include
sliced grapes, melons and bananas.
Suet — berry and mealworm
flavored seem to be the favorites
inmy feeders. While suet cakes are
inexpensive, I only use half of the
cake at a time. They start to get
moldy in a week or two and I just
replace it with the other half.

Nectar — hummingbird
feeders (clean and replenish every
few days).

Thistle (nyjer) — finches love
the thistle seeds. Goldfinches will
flock to these.

Birdbath — if you fill it, they
will come.

Plants / Bushes — key words
here are Berries and Nectar.

Is your mouth watering?
There are many other food sources,
but this will get you started. Winter
is when our feathered friends need
a little help. Yes, even in Florida.
Thanks for helping our friends!


https://leereedinsurance.com/
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ACOUSTIC JAM SESSION

BRIDGE: BEGINNERS

DIGITAL PHOTO- POST PROCESS- GEOCACHING

PICKIN’ & GRINNIN’ - Wednesdays, 3:30-5
p.m., Hobby House. Nov - Mar

Rob Werner

Harold Keefer

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Tuesdays, 1 - Spm in Hobby House. Jan - Mar
Jim Weigand

BRIDGE: INTERMEDIATES

Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity Build-
ing. Jan - Mar 17

Tue 9 - 10am in Citrus West. Outings 10 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Jan - Mar

Carey Box Barbara Colson

DOMINOES GOLF - LADIES LEAGUE

2nd and 4th Thurs., 6:30-9 p.m. in the Jeri Miller
Activity Building. Nov - Apr, Meetings open to
all. Amateurs can check into the 8 a.m. Two
Meter Net on 146.430 Mhz Monday thru Satur-
day.

Dan Zile

AQUATICS - (WATER AEROBICS)

Tuesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar
Connie Bradley

BRIDGE: PARTY/PARTNERS

Thursdays, 6:30-9 p.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Linda Gough

Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. at Starter Shack.
Kathy Reimann

DULCIMER JAM GOLF - MENS LEAGUE

Nov - Dec: Mon, Wed, and Fri 9-10 a.m. at the

pool.

Jan- Apr: Mons, Wed, and Fri 9:30-10:30 a.m
Linda Smith

BALLROOM DANCING

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Citrus
West. Partner not required. Singles will be
teamed up. Jan - Mar

Jen Furman

BULLETIN BOARD IN BUSCH HALL

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. in Citrus East. Jan - Mar
Lois Showers

Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. at Starter Shack.
Barry English

DULCIMER LESSONS GOLF - SCRAMBLES

Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m. in Busch Hall, and Wednes-
days (Review class) 10-11:00 am, Citrus East.
Jan - Mar

Jeffrey Duquette

BEADAHOLICS

For information or help with a notice or ad
contact:

Betsy Behler

Lora Davis

CALLIGRAPHY

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Citrus West. Jan
- Mar

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday mornings at 9:00 at
Starter Shack.

Lois Showers Dave & Dawn Pulleyn

ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAYS GOLF ASSOCIATION MEETINGS

Mondays, 10:15a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in Citrus East.
Jan - Mar

Kathy Kushman

Kathy Lemke

BIBLE STUDY- EVERYONE

Tuesdays, 3-4:30 p.m. in the Jeri Miller Activity
Building. Jan - Mar
Rick Peebles

CHOIR PRACTICE

Monthly meeting 2nd Thursday, 1 to 4 p.m. in
Hobby House. All members/golfers are wel-
come. December-March.

Announcements begin at 6:45 p.m. with program
following. Performances will be in Busch Hall.
Kathy Shawver

Lacy Shawver Gene Lockhart

EUCHRE GOLF LESSONS

Mondays, 5:30-7:00 p.m. on the Busch Hall
Stage. Jan 12-Mar 16.
Anthony Shipe

BIBLE STUDY, WOMEN’S

Sundays 8:45-9:30 a.m. in Busch Hall. Join us.
Bernie Gutridge

CHURCH ASSOCIATION

Tuesdays, Practice Range with all levels of

Fridays, 7 - 9:00 p.m. in Citrus East. Nov - Mar expertise from 9 to 11 a.m.

Mary De Weerd Lynn Meyers

FIBER ARTS CLASS HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Tuesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar
Christy Trotter

BICYCLING

Sunday Activities: All events in Busch Hall,
8:45am: Choir Practice

9:30am: Bible Study

10:15am: Hymn Sing

10:30am: Worship service (non-denomina-
tional)

Holv Communion 1t Suindav of the manth

CLOGGERS OF TR

Wednesdays, 10am - 12pm in Citrus West. Nov
- Dec

Volunteer to help build homes in Pasco County.
Projects January thru March TBA.

Amy Grier Barbara Colson

FIRE/RESCUE 33 HAND AND FOOT

Tuesdays and Fridays, meet at 9 a.m. at parking
lot behind Busch Hall. Watch Cycling Bulletin
Board in Busch Hall for rides.

Rick & Carol Yoder

BINGO

Tue and Thu 9-11:30 a.m in Citrus East Nov -
Mar
Sat 9-10:30 a.m. in Citrus East Nov - Mar
Donna Neer
Donna Smith

COFFEE & DONUTS - RADIO CLUB

First Responders Training -Tue,11am - 1pm in
Jeri Miller Activity Building

Business Meeting - 3rd Tue, 9 am in Paul Rife
Room. Nov - Apr

Thu, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Diane & Brian Krupicka

Larry Polzin

FIVE CROWNS HAPPY HOURS

Nov - Dec: Ist and 3rd Wed 7-9 p.m in Citrus
East

Jan - Mar: Sat 7-9 p.m. in Citrus East.
Linda Smith
Jim Walsh

BIRDING

1st Saturday (during Flea Markets), and 3rd

Saturdays during Yard Sales. 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.

or until sold out. Donuts and coffee served in
Busch Hall. Nov.-Mar.

Jim Johnson

Dee Manos

COFFEE SEMINARS

Thursdays, 4-5:30 p.m. Backup venues
(weather): Cabana: Jeri Miller Activities Build-
ing; RV South: Citrus West; Village: Hobby
House.

Wednesdays (non-concert nights only), 6:30 -9
p.m. in Citrus West. Nov - Apr

Jackie Thackery

Sandra Langell (Cabana)

Ken Neer (RVS)

FIVE HUNDRED CARDS ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Tuesdays, 8 a.m. at Busch Hall Front Porch.
Bring binoculars and cameras. Jan - Mar
Tom Butler

BLOOD DRIVE AT TR

Tue and Thu 8-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Watch The
TR Times and InTouch for updates.
Leslie Ewing

COFFEE SOCIAL

Saturdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. In Citrus West. Dec -
Mar

Sundays, 6:15 to 6:45pm in Busch Hall, Nov -
Mar

Deborah May
Connie Bradley

Kathy Shawver

FLEA MARKET IPHONE CLASS

Blood drives are held the 1st Monday in Decem-
ber and March. The Blood Mobile will be parked
next to the TR Fire Station from 8 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. unless announced otherwise.

Ken Neer

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING

Mon-Fri, 7:30-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Jan Rubino

CONCERT SERIES (WEDNESDAY)

First Sat 8:30 - 10:30am in Busch Hall Nov -

Mar, Setup at 7 a.m. Coffee & donuts for sale.
Rick and Amy Peebles

Thursdays, 12:30 - 2pm in Jeri Miller Activity
Building. Jan - Mar 19
Susan Stahley

FOODIES LUNCHEONETTE JOKER

Tuesdays, 10:30 to 11 a.m. in Paul Rife Room.
Larry Polzin

BOCCE

First Wednesdays of the month, Jan - Mar. Busch

Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., shows start at 7:00

p.m. Check InTouch and TR Times for program
details. Season tickets or pay at the door.

Kathy Shawver

Lacy Shawver

CORNHOLE

Tue, Wed, Thu, 11:30am - 1pm in Busch Hall,
Nov - Dec 18

Mondays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Jan - Mar
Fridays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Nov - Mar
Bob & Deb Englert (Mon.)
Deborah May (Fri.)

Linda Smith

FOODIES PREP TIME JUBELLATION (HANDBELLS)

Scheduled games and competitions, Mon, Wed,
Thu, Fri and Sun at 1:30 p.m. Tue at 7 p.m. Jan
- Mar

Rob Sunde

BOOK BROWSERS

Wed 7 p.m. at Cornhole/Shuffleboard Courts,
Jan - Mar
Dan Varner

CRIBBAGE

Mon 10:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall Kitchen
Nov - Dec 15

Mondays 10:30am - 12pm in Busch Hall. Nov -
Mar

Linda Smith Bernie Gutridge

FRIDAY NIGHT DANCES KNOTTY KNITTERS

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 2 - 3pm in Citrus West.
Jan - Mar Book discussions.
Nan Feeney Lance

BOWLING

Mondays, 6:30-9:00 pm, in the Jeri Miller
Activity Building. Jan-Mar
Bob Luther

DIGITAL PHOTO- CAMERA

Various available Saturdays in Busch Hall. 7-9
p.m. DJ or recorded music. Check InTouch
schedule for updates.

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Citrus West. Nov
- Apr

Diane Hill Diane Fisher

GARDEN CLUB LEFT, CENTER, RIGHT GAME

Fridays at 1:30 p.m. at Pin Chasers Bowling Mondays, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity ~Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 - 11am at Lake

Lanes, Zephyrhills. Dec - Mar
Leslie Price

Building. Jan - Mar 16
Carey Box

Mondays, 7 - 9pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar 16

Margaret Nov - Apr Gary Dietz

Stacy Grier
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LIBRARY PINOCHLE TAI CHI WELCOMING COMMITTEE

Located in northwest corner of Busch Hall. Open
24/7. Honor system sign-out. Please reshelve

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar Mondays (except 2nd Mondays) and Thursdays, 1st and 3rd Thursdays,11:30am - 1pm, Citrus

your own books if you can. If not place in cart John Delane 10 - 11:00am, Hobby House. Jan - Mar West. Nov - Mar
behind desk. y Janet & Harold Baal Diana Hill
Meetings: 1st Tuesdays, 1 - 2pm Citrus East
Mary Kosbab
Kay Blunda
LINE DANCING (IMPROVERS) PENNY POKER TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG WIZARD

Mondays and Thursdays, setup at 2:30 p.m., play

Mondays and Thursdays, 1 - 2:30pm in Citrus Wednesdays, 7 - 9pm, in Hobby House. Jan - from 3 - Spm in Citrus East. Extra paddles avail-

Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan -

East. Jan - Mar Apr ble. Jan - M Mar
Alex Adair Bruce Anderson  20'¢- Jan - Mar Kevin and Denise Weik
Charles Mason
LINE DANCING (BEGINNERS) POKER TEXAS HOLD ’EM TENNIS WOOD SHOP
Tuesdays 10 - 11am in Busch Hall Tuesdays and Saturdays, 7 - 9pm in the Hobby  Open play, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9 - Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. October-
Wednesdays 1 - 2pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar ~ House 11am Nov - Mar May. Membership $20.
Alex Adair Tom Thompson Betty Teichert Larry Kurkowski
LITURGICAL DANCE POPS CHORUS TONE & TIGHTEN WOODCARVING
Tuesdays. 2 -3pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 - 10am in Citrus
Thur da}: 5. 3p m in Jeri Miller Activity Build- Wednesdays, 12:30 - 2:30pm in the Jeri Miller  East, Sep - Dec Wednesdays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan -
L JS y’M p ¢ er Activity Bu Activity Building. Jan - Mar Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 9 - 10am  Mar
Ing, Jan - Mar b Mary Beth Coldren in Citrus East, Jan - Mar Linda Murphy
onna Neer . .
Strengthen your muscles. Bring mat and weights.
Bev Weissinger
Louise McRoberts
MAH JONG CHINESE QUILLING ON A BUDGET TR TRAVEL YARD SALES

Day trips by bus begin and end at TR. Watch for
new trips in TR Times, BH Bulletin Board and
InTouch.

Mondays and Fridays, 12 - 2pm in Citrus West.  Thursdays, 1:15 - 3:30pm in Citrus West. Jan -
Dec - Mar Mar. Call or text to reserve spot.
Rose Taggart Pat Daubenmier

3rd Saturday of the month, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.,
Nov - Mar

Sharon Gilbert Zile Lora Davis

MAH JONGG - NATIONAL PLAY QUILTING TR TRAVELAIRES ORCHESTRA YOGA
Restorative Yoga (Improves flexibility): Tues-
Tuesdays, 12:30 - 3pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar  days, 7:15 - 8:15am in Citrus West, Jan - Mar
17 Yoga for Athletes: Thursdays, 7:15 - 8:15am in
Pat Daubenmier  Citrus West, Jan- Mar

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 1 - 3pm at  Thursdays 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall. 2nd
Hobby House. Lessons on Mondays. Nov.18 -  Thursday Guild Meeting/Show and Tell. Nov -
Mar. Not on Forum Mondays Mar

Bette Gorman Cloie Morgan Renee DeTar

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS RC MOTORSPORTS TRAVELOGUE ZUMBA

2011 . _ Mondays 5:30pm; Wednesdays and Saturdays, 4. Py 30.0- O ;
E/}lalirsdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Busch Hall. Dec 9:30am at our track by the Snack Shack. Practice 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus  Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:30am, in Citrus West. Cardio

d hedul East. Jan - Mar dance. Jan - Mar
Lorraine Gould ~ Precedes race schedule. Jan - Mar Bert Contractor Bev Weissinger
Sean Neer
Tom Stuart
YACHT CLUB SAILBOAT RACING SOCIAL FOR NEW RESIDENTS TUESDAY NIGHT MOVIES (TNM) ] ] ]
Red Dot Social: 2nd Thursdays 11:30am - 1pm, s . . A l V' '
Wednesdays and Saturdays 9am- 12pm, at Busch Hall. Nov - Dec Ei?ﬁ?:ﬁég%;?;ga;:’y&“ﬁgﬁfgﬁfﬁiﬁﬁs’
Mirror Lake Jan - Mar 18 Coffee Seminar Newcomers: 2nd Thursdays 8 - pm. g

Chris Farler  9am, Busch Hall. Jan - Mar Jan - Mar

Happy Hour Newcomers: 4 - 5:30pm, Golf View
Pavilion. Jan - Feb
New recidents learn ahont all that TR hacto offer!

MODEL RAILROAD CLUB ROCK PAINTING UKULELE CLUB Things to do

Fridays, 9:30am- 12pmin the Jeri Miller Activity  Thursdays, 10:30am - 12:30pm in the Jeri Miller 1 254ays, 3 - 4pm in Citrus East. Players share

Nancy McDowell

tips and tunes without weekly instruction. Jan -

Building Jan 30 - Apr Activity Building. Dec - Mar M
Brian Krupicka Marcia Hatfield ar Susan Keefer
MOTORCYCLE CLUB (ROADRIDERS) RUG HOOKING VETERANS MEETING
1st Mondays, 7 - 8pm in Hobby House to plan
rides. Tuesdays, 9:30 - 12:30pm in the Green Room, 2nd Mondays, 10 - 11am in the Hobby House.
Tuesday rides: Meet at 8am, Busch Hall parking  Busch Hall. Jan - Mar All year.
lot Tawnya Rowden Marty Schencke
Thursday rides: Meet at 9:30am Busch Hall ..
parking lot Jan - Mar e Richmond All changes, additions or
ruce Richmon =
OIL & ACRYLIC PAINTING SEWING VILLAGE HAPPY HOUR corrections to any

Thursdays, 4 to 5:30pm, at host residence. Meet ACtIVIty’Cor!taCt LO ra
in Hobby House if temperature is <60 or if it’s DaV|S

Barbara Olm  Taining. Nov - Mar sharon zile  activities@travelersrestresort.com
352-584-6377

Mondays, 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall Nov -

Fridays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar. Dec

Pat Gallagher

OPEN ART STUDIO SEWING THERAPY WAIST WATCHERS

Mondays, 2 - Spm in Citrus West. Bring your
own project and supplies (Any medium, not a
class). Jan - Mar

Mondays, 9:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan-  Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:15am in the Hobby House.
Mar Nov- Mar

Delia Box Laura Lilawski Jackie Thackery

PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP SNACK SHACK WINTER WALKING AEROBICS

Contact Lora Davis and see
Thursdays, 11:15am - 12:15pm in Hobby House,  Currently weekdays, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday, 7:15 - 7:45am in Citrus

Nov - Mar 19 January 6-March 21. East. Nov- Apr 10 how you can join the TR
Cyndi Brodeur Jim Walsh Gloria Polzin
Team.
activities@travelersrestresort.com
PET LOVERS CLUB CLAY, SKEET & TARGET SHOOTING WATERCOLOR PAINTING 352-584-6377

2nd Mondays, 3 - 4:30pm in the Jeri Miller 4th and 5th Tuesdays, 7 - 8pm, meet in the Jeri Wednesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus East. Jan - Mar

Activity Building. Jan - Mar Miller Activity Building, Jan - Mar .
Judy Leister Ray LoPresti Amy Grier
PICKLEBALL S'IV'VALNEdD GL4AS6S e WI\EIGdHTSW&dST(IfETCdHLN? o “Volunteers don't get paid, not
ednesdays, 4 - 6pm, in Jeri Miller Activity ondays,Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am '
Daily sessions available for all level of play. See  Building Jan - Mar in Citrus East. Year-round. because they're worthless, but
InTouch calendar for schedule. Jan-Mar Mondays (Beginners), 12:45 - 2:45pm in Jeri Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am in Citrus  because they're priceless.

Nancy McDowell ~ Miller Activity Building Jan - Mar West also, Jan - Apr
Shirley-Ann Appleby Betty Teichert Sheila Schencke ~ ~ Sherry Anderson
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Travel News

DAN AND SHARON ZILE

by Sharon Gilbert Zile
TR Tour Director

What is TR Travel? Travelers
Rest was founded by Airstream
owners who traveled around the
U.S., Canada and Mexico in their
shiny silver Airstream travel
trailers. Even more adventurous
Airstreamers traveled in caravans
within Africa. In the ‘70s volunteer
Airstreamers created the Travelers
Rest community while continuing
their enthusiasm for travel. At one
time, TR even owned a bus to take
residents on day trips throughout
central Florida and beyond. Today,
TR no longer owns a bus, but the
passion for travel and exploration
remains. Following in the foot-
steps of earlier volunteer TR travel
directors, Sharon and Dan Zile and
Debi and Steve Niles, work with a
commercial bus company to create
day trips to varied central Florida
locations. Customarily a meal is
involved, often in a very unique
setting. The day trips are promoted
in The TR Times, a bulletin board
in the Post Office Lobby and on
the InTouch app. Trip reservations
are required and are paid by check,
payable to Small World Tours and
mailed to Sharon Zile at lot 2540.
All day trips depart from the Busch
Hall north parking lot. Do call me
if you would like to participate in
the Dec. 13 day trip to the Suncoast
Dinner Theatre for the “SunKicks
Holiday Spectacular” matinee and
buffet. Though our reservation list
and payments have already been
sent to the theater, it just MAY be
possible to add you to this Christ-
mas day trip!

In addition to the monthly
planned day trips, trips of greater
length are designed to allow TR
residents to explore a location that
requires more time. In March
2025, an enthusiastic group of TR
travelers enjoyed a 5-day trip to
New Orleans with Small World
Tours tour director, Holly Griggs.
In the winter of 2024, approxi-
mately 50 travelers from TR took
a cruise circumnavigating Hawaii.
The Panama Canal was the
destination for 38 TR travelers in
February 2020. This year, a group
of TR travelers will gather in
Anchorage for a 10-day land and
sea trip with Princess Cruise Line.

Arranging for the Princess
Cruise trip that begins on May 31
created challenges not encoun-
tered with other TR adventures.
Because Alaska is a summer
destination for tourists, and most
TR folks are not here in the park

Photos by Sharon Zile
DENALI NATIONAL PARK

in May, the trip has been designed
for participants to depart from the
airport of their choice, likely near
their summer home. The TR group
will then gather at the elegant
Captain Cook Hotel in Anchorage,
Alaska. Day trips precede the
cruise and will include a journey
to Denali National Park. There will

A moose takes a short stroll
for breakfast.

Sharon Zile enjoying the sun
on a 2013 cruise.

be a train trip to the port of Whittier
where we will board the Island
Princess for a 7-night cruise with
multiple ports of call and
spectacular glacier viewing.
Disembarkation is in Vancouver,
Canada on June 10. Once again,
TR travelers are arranging the
Alaskan Cruise with our wonder-
ful Cruise Planner travel agent,
JJ Kuykendall. There are still
available cabins and JJ Kuykendall
has all the details: deposit, cost of
land/sea package, airfare and final
payment date. Do call JJ at
281-292-7022. Be sure to mention
that you are inquiring about the
Travelers Rest Alaska Cruise
group.

In closing, we will share dates
of TR Travel day trips for this
season:

* Saturday, Dec. 13 - “SunKicks
Holiday Matinee” with buffet
lunch.

* Thursday, Jan. 29 - TBA

* Friday, Feb. 20 - TBA

* Friday, March 6 - TBA

All the details for the Jan. 29
day trip will be revealed in the next
edition of The TR Times. Addition-
ally, a special invitation will be
offered to those who had paid
reservations for the canceled
Al Capone Dinner Theater last
year. We hope you will join us for
several of this year’s trips.

Travel quote: “Wherever you
go becomes a part of you some-
how.” Anita Desai.

Dade City holiday events

Country Christmas Stroll

Church Street
Christmas

Church Street Christmas, an
annual event you do not want to
miss, is scheduled for three
amazing nights from Sunday,
Dec. 21 through Tuesday, Dec. 23,
7 to 9 p.m., along historic Church
Street in Dade City. The homes and
churches along Church Street will
be decked out in their Christmas
finest and ready to celebrate the
Christmas season with you. Bring
your mug of hot chocolate and
stroll the street while enjoying live
entertainment. Bring your family,
friends and holiday spirit for a
night to remember. As published
on Facebook, “Church Street
Christmas.”

It’s the Most Magical Time
of the Year! Take the Country
Christmas Stroll in downtown
Dade City on Saturday, Dec. 13
from 5 to 9 p.m. through our
beautifully-lit, historic downtown.

Shop with local merchants,
ride carriages, listen to street
carolers, take photos with Santa
and so much more. As published
on The City of Dade City’s
Facebook page.

by Kathy Reimann

Are you looking for a little
afternoon drive for lunch and
entertainment? Head to Crump’s
Landing in Homosassa, Fla,
about an hour’s drive from
TR. Crump’s Landing is
alaidback waterfront restau-
rant offering familiar
seafood dishes, burgers and
fried chicken. Wolf and I,
along with our friends Walt
and Kelly, enjoyed the appe-
tizer bang-bang shrimp and
fish and chips. Both were
excellent. The only negative

was a bird in the rafters that used
Walt’s bald head for target
practice.

After lunch we took a short
drive over to Monkey Island and
let the monkeys and a pelican who
were trying to swallow a fish
entertain us as we sipped on a
cocktail. Plans were to head over
to the Freezer Restaurant after, but
since no one was hungry, we are
saving that for another day. Happy
travels.

MONKEY ISLAND

Photos by Kathy Reimann

Kathy Reimann at Crumps Landing.


http://www.lamplighterfurniture.com
https://ronniescarpets.com/
https://www.relianceautorepairllc.com
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Library News

Garden News

by Amy Peebles

As we begin a new season,
here is a friendly reminder of our
Library’s policies. Our volunteers
follow these policies as guidelines,
keeping in mind our limited space
and desire to keep books current.

We ask that donated books
have a copyright within five years
of the current year. This does not
apply to recommended books or
nonfiction books. If a reader fills
out a Recommended Card for a
book, then the five-year copyright
policy does not apply. We will
attach a recommended sticker to
the spine, so the book is easy to
find by the designated sticker. All
recommended books are appreci-
ated and we will make room for
them on our shelves. Unfortu-
nately, we have been receiving
fewer recommendations each year.
So if you have a good book that
you would like to recommend,
please fill out a Recommended
Card which is on the front desk.
You can sign your name or remain
anonymous.

Nonfiction books with a
copyright past the five-year mark
are processed at the discretion of
volunteers due to space constraints
and considering current interest of
our readers. We also do not accept
magazines, DVDs or oversized
books.

Our Library has had quite a
history after starting out with a
single shelf in Busch Hall, then
moving to a small space in the
Hobby House and finally to our
dedicated library space in the
corner of Busch Hall.

by Jim Doggett

Diane and I have taken the
Auto Train on Amtrak a few times
and we have been asked what is
that like? Here is an update to the
article I wrote last year. We have
tried the Auto Train north and
south. In November we went North
for the holidays. I have tried the
Amtrak app which I find useful
while planning, but for booking I
called 800-872-7245 (800-USA-
RAIL). The real live person was
extremely helpful. He asked if we
wanted a roomette or a bedroom?
We decided to try the roomette for
this trip. We had found the coach
seats uncomfortable. I believe the
train saves me about 800 miles of
driving and one or two hotel
rooms.

Auto Train facts and figures:
10 autos per carrier, varies by the
size of the cars and trucks and even
motorcycles. There are different
prices by size of vehicle. The
mile-long, combined train has,
from my recollection, approxi-
mately three roomette sleeping
cars, a full-service dining car, five
bedroom sleepers, a cafe dining
car, five coaches and 37 auto
carriers. The train “consort” has
grown longer through the years
and with record sales. This trip I
seem to remember had 250 autos
and motorcycles. This trip was not
fully booked.

Diane and I paid $839 for this
trip with $285 for our standard size
auto, a Kia Sorento, and the charge
for the roomette. There are extra
charges for oversize vans and
pickups and you may have to
remove a side mirror to fit. All
taxes were included but the price
varies by date and reservations,
much like the airlines.

The 855 mile trip, supposed
to take 17 hours, is almost always
late as it always must defer to
Conrail Freight Trains. There is
also a brief stop in Florence, S.C.
for servicing and a crew change of

Photo by Amy Peebles

LIBRARY POLICIES

We are so proud of the Library
and if you visit, you will see our
shelves are fully stocked thanks to
the generous donations of our
residents. One of our jobs as
volunteers is to keep the Library
looking organized and the books
current. Throughout the season we
do what is called weeding the
shelves which is retiring older
copyright books to make room for
newer copyright books donated
during the season.

Any donated books that we are
not able to use are put in the Free
Bin milk crates on the floor. These
books are free to anyone, but we

Travel on the Auto Train...part two

engineers and conductors. Amtrak

says the stop also allows the

“Service Dogs” to walk and people

to jump off for a smoke.”

= Train: 52 Auto Train

* Duration: 16 hours, 59 minutes

= Departs: Sanford (Auto Train),
Fla. (Sfa) Wednesday, Nov. 19,
2025, 4 p.m.

= Arrives: Lorton (Auto Train), VA
(Lor), Thursday, Nov. 20, 2025,
8:59 a.m.

= Seat(s)/Room(s): Roomette 10 in
Car 5243

= Travel to Sanford from Travelers
Rest: Sanford is 86 miles with a
$3 toll which we managed to
avoid.

We stopped for lunch and
arrived at the Auto Train at
12:50 p.m. There was no wait to
check-in but be aware, Amtrak is
off Persimmon Ave. Keep a sharp
eye, the entrance is between rails
and the sign is not an eye-catcher.
When checking in, the worker in
the booth asks for your name and
gives the car anumber on a magnet
and you are ready to go to the
waiting room.

Photos by Jim Doggett
Train roommette courtesy
panel with the assorted

switches at your finger tips.

ask that you not return any books
that you take. When these bins are
full, the books are taken to the
Hugh Embry Library in Dade City
where the staff either puts them out
on their shelves or includes them
in their book sales.

The Library is open 24/7 all
year long and borrowing books is
on the honor system. We ask that
once you are finished reading the
book, you return it for others to
enjoy. Our volunteers are eager to
get back to our library shifts and
look forward to a wonderful season
of making the Library the very best
it can be for all who visit.

Be careful when packing and
make a checklist, remembering
that you will be spending time on
the train.

Make certain you have your
phones and chargers, your meds
and computers and anything you
might think you will want
overnight. There is no way to get
back to your car until the next
morning. When we checked in we
got assigned to the 7 p.m. dinner.
There are seatings at 5, 7and 9 p.m.
Meals are included for Sleeping
Car passengers. Coach passengers
can purchase food and drink in the
Cafe Car.

The train boarding started at
2:30 p.m., your car MUST be on
before 2:30 p.m. If you are early,
there is a shuttle bus to downtown
Sanford every 20 minutes, with
returns also every 20 minutes.

On the train we found the seats
in a roomette are way better than
coach.

The underseat area is big
enough for a carry-on bag but will
be unavailable once the bed is
made. [ would suggest placing the
carry-on so the zippers are down
to stay clear of the bed mechanism.
Also pack so chargers and
essentials are not under the seat.
Keep shoes out for midnight trips
to the loo.

Hook with hangers where
you can hang your coat out
of the way.

by Nancy McDowell

“Walking in a winter wonder-
land?” Are the carillon bells ring-
ing Christmas carols yet? If so, it
is the time of year for public gar-
dens to put on elaborate light
displays.

I have read that the Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden, in Coral
Gables, Fla., is one of the most
beautiful botanical gardens in the
U.S. It is the home of the American
Orchid Society as well as a
multi-faceted center for learning
and research. They also have one
of those Titan Arum plants that
only blooms every few years and
when it does, hoo-doggy does it
smell, befitting its nickname,
“corpse flower.” Along with exotic
plants this garden has a butterfly
house, artwork throughout their
acreage and a two-acre rainforest
with waterfalls and cascades.

In addition, the Fairchild
Tropical is one of 10 gardens listed
in Hidden Gems USA Travel’s
“Florida’s Magical Botanical
Gardens at Christmas Road Trip.”
Hidden Gems USA Travel can be
found either on Facebook or
hiddengemsusa.com. This list
was specific to Florida gardens
with fantastic holiday displays, but
keep these in mind after the holiday
rush, if you happen to find yourself
a little further away from Dade
City. I found this list on Facebook
describing these 10 gardens with
grand light and ornament displays
over acres of trees, plants and
paths. I did not find this particular

Photo by Nancy McDowell
Initial holiday decorations in
preparation for LMGC
Christmas Stroll later this
month.
road trip on their website, but if
you are interested, I would suggest
contacting them.

Their list does include these
relatively close-by gardens: Marie
Selby Botanical Gardens in
Sarasota, Cedar Lakes Woods &
Gardens in Williston, about
90 minutes north of TR, Largo’s
Florida Botanical Gardens, Bok
Tower Gardens in nearby Lake
Wales and Orlando’s Harry P. Leu
Gardens. If you are looking for
Christmas magic and holiday
cheer, these near-ish gardens may
be what you are looking for.

If you do not want to venture
further than the Lake Margaret
Garden, our Holiday Stroll is
coming up soon. Please join us at
that event to kick off the festive
season.

Upcoming TR garden events:
Holiday Stroll December TBD.

There is a hook for a coat provided for each seat and a place for a

couple of hangers.

Seating for dinner included wine with an excellent dinner and
service. We had an enjoyable conversation with new friends. Seating is

as you enter the Dining Car.

Turn down service makes your bed ready for night either while you
are in the Dining Car or up to 10 p.m.
Diane and I had movies which we had saved on our iPad from Netflix

for entertainment.

We slept well and were ready for breakfast in the Dining Car which

was being served from 6 to 8 a.m.

The train arrived in Lorton, Va. on time and unloading started, It
takes up to an hour and half to get all cars off. Some passengers pay
$100 per car for priority unloading. There were 18 priority cars this trip.
Our car was ready to go in about 45 minutes. Good trip.

Diane is seated in the roomette with steps to
overhead bunk on her right.

Jim Doggett in the rear facing seat as the train

travels.
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TR Sports

TR Pickleball

by Nancy McDowell

Photo submitted by Ruth Reeve
RON AND RUTH REEVE

Most of us squandered our
summer doing almost anything but
playing pickleball. However, there
were a few who kept up their skills.
Four players, in particular, stayed
in great enough shape not only to
play but also to place in a National
Pickleball Tournament held in
St. Augustine this fall. Congratula-
tions to Ruth and Ron Reeve (sec-
ond place) and Sherrie and Rob
Grissinger (third place) in their
respective age-bracketed groups.

Photo submitted by Sherie Grissinger
SHERRIE AND ROB
GRISSINGER
Come on out and see if you can
pick up any pointers playing with

these four.

Ladies Friendly Open Play is
now underway. Lower court times
are Monday and Thursday after-
noons at 3 p.m. Stay up to date on
our schedule via our TR Pickelball
Facebook Page or the InTouch-
Link calender. We will update the
InTouchLink calendar as we con-
tinue to add more sessions. See
you on the courts.

500 Scores

by Deborah May
Scores from Saturday, Nov. 22:

Deborah May .........cceeueee. 1750
Bob Luther.......ccccccveveeennen. 1710
Jackie Thackery .................. 1590
Shari Yingst......ccooeevereenenne. 1550
Barry Yingst.......ccoceeveeevenen. 1520

= "Pickleball is cheaper than therapy."
= "Birds of a feather pickleball together."
= "[ dink therefore I am."
= "Pickleball: the sport that makes an old man very happy."
= "If you can’t stand the heat, get out of the kitchen."
* "Dink. Don’t think."
= "Meet me in the kitchen."
= "That serve was a real dill-light!"
= "I may not be a pickle, but I’m still a top-notch player!"
= "The trouble with pickleball is it starts out as fun."
= "Did you hear about the couple that met through pickleball? They’re
still courting."
= "Pickleball can get ‘rally’ tedious sometimes.
From https://www.justpaddles.com

Photo by Karen Waldo
Sandhill cranes soak up
some warm sunshine on this
chilly day.


https://www.hiddencreekgolfcarts.com
https://seebetterflorida.com/
https://www.allcoastroofingllc.com
https://www.papajoes.org/
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Obituaries

Classifieds

HARRIET BANNON

A life well-lived is a precious
gift. On Aug. 28, 2025, at the age
of 99, Harriet (Tuttle) Troutwine
Bannon left this world, leaving
behind a legacy of love and
cherished memories. She was born
on Nov. 20,1925 in Estill County,
Ky. the daughter of Elbert and
Mayme (Freeman) Tuttle.

Harriet graduated from Estill
County High School in 1944 and
studied at Eastern Kentucky
University. She lived in Louisville,
Ky. for many years where she was
a member of Okinawa Baptist
Church. One of her many jobs
included working for Enro Shirt
Company in Louisville for
25 years. She loved to square dance
and cook and had a passion for
sewing and quilting. Upon retire-
ment she volunteered at the
Kentucky Center for the Arts and
traveled to various states with the
Kentucky Airstream Club,
attending rallies and making so
many wonderful friends. She
called many places home but was
particularly fond of Travelers Rest
where she was able to take up golf
later in life.

Well into her 90s Harriet
pursued activities which kept her
physically and mentally fit.
Consistent with her competitive
spirit, she enjoyed playing cards
and games and never liked to lose.
She was an avid fan of the
University of Kentucky Wildcats
andrarely missed atelevised game.
For her 90th birthday she enjoyed
her very first UK basketball game
in person at Rupp Arena. Above all
else Harriet valued her family and
her faith in God and expressed it
in the way she lived her life.

Sheis survived by her children
Barbara Ashcroft Harned, Curran
Lee (Betty) Troutwine III and her
children with Jim Bannon, James
(Marilyn) Bannon III, Michael
(Elvira) Bannon, Daniel (Debbie)
Bannon, Colleen Bannon Kam-
chatka, Patricia Bannon Hayes,
son-in-law Michael Brummell,
three grandchildren and five great
grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Rose-Freeman
Cemetery, 95 New Fox Road,
Irvine, K'Y 40336 or to the charity
of your choice.

FRANCES PERDUE MASON

Frances Perdue Mason com-
pleted her earthly journey on Sept.
6,2025. She was born on June 27,
1931 on a farm near Mt. Olive
Church in Snow Hill, Md., the
sixth of seven children of Gorman
and Nora (Fooks) Perdue. She
worked on the farm with her family
until graduating from Snow Hill
High School in 1948.

Frances went to work for the
Eastern Shore Public Service
Company (now Delmarva Power)
where she met Albert “Boots”
Mason. They were married in 1951
and lived in the Mason family
home in Mt. Vernon, near Princess
Anne, Md. Boots’ career with
Delmarva Power eventually
brought them to Harrington, Del.
in 1962.

When their children were in
school, Frances went to work at St.
Stephens Episcopal Church as
secretary and then to Lake Forest
School District as Guidance Office
secretary for 12 years. She was a
member of Asbury United
Methodist Church in Harrington
for many years where she taught
Sunday School and at various
times was a youth leader, a choir
mother, United Methodist
Women’s president and a member
of church committees. She was
also a Girl Scout leader and worked
with the Lake Forest Food Pantry
for 20 years.

After retirement, Boots and
Frances spent many happy years
camping and traveling with their
Airstream friends, spending their
winters at Travelers Rest on
Lot 17-32. She lived her last
12 years happily at The Moorings
in Lewes, Del.

Frances is survived by three
daughters Aleta Thompson, Joan
Sacks (Lee Paynter) and Mary Jean
(Lester) Blades, four grandchil-
dren and three great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her
husband of 62 years in 2013 and
six siblings.

Memorial donations may be
made to the Food Bank of
Delaware (https://www.fbd.org)
or the Maryland Food Bank
(https://mdfoodbank.org).

Obituary submission
The TR Times includes obit-
uaries of former residents in its
various issues. Please submit
your obituaries to the newspaper
at thetrtimes@gmail.com.

RONNIE SHELTON BROOKS

Ronnie Shelton Brooks, age
83, of Springfield, Tenn. passed
away Aug. 14, 2025 at Alive
Hospice in Nashville, Tenn.

Ronnie was born July 18,
1942, in White House, Tenn. to the
late William Oliver Brooks and the
late Norma Jean (Brinkley)
Brooks. He was a loving family
man that enjoyed traveling,
camping with his grandkids,
playing golf, hunting and fishing.
He was a huge NASCAR and Dale
Earnhardt fan as well as watching
and following the Tennessee
Titans. He was most proud of
obtaining his private pilots license
and his 30 years in car sales at
Payne Chevrolet where he sold
100 cars in a month. In later years
Ronnie enjoyed spending the
winters in Florida at Travelers Rest
with all his friends there. He was
a member of Springfield United
Methodist Church.

He is survived by his wife of
39 years, Vicki, and four children,
Sean (Jana) Brooks, Jeremy
(Sarah) Brooks, Tonya (Randy)
Hilliard, Kelly (Kelly) King,
13 grandchildren and four great
grandchildren.

Memorial donations may be
made to Springfield First United
Methodist Church, 511 Oak Street,
Springfield, TN 37172 or
www.springfieldfumc.org.

Celebrating
50 years

File photo
TR Amateur Radio Club
operators Chuck and Dee
Manos and Jim Johnson talk
to people all over the country
and the world.

Photographers needed

The TR Times is in need of
additional experienced photogra-
phers who are able to photograph
special events around the park.
Photographers are given assign-
ments that include the day, date
and time of an event, as well as
the number of photos needed and
the deadline by which photos need
to be submitted to the paper. Pho-
tos are edited by newspaper staff.

Photos must be submitted in
full resolution via email and
names are required for all photos
with people.

If interested please contact
The TR Times via email at
thetrtimes@gmail.com or phone
352-588-4993.

Librarian wanted

The TR Times is seeking a
librarian who can independently
work on Tuesday evenings or
Wednesday mornings for a few
hours to collate and organize the
articles, photos and printed news-
paper pages. If interested, please
contact The TR Times. Email
thetrtimes@gmail.com or phone
352-588-4993.

Classified ad submission

Ads are due the Friday before
the paper is published. Provide
item name, along with a short
description, the asking price, your
name and lot number.

Send your information to
thetrtimes@gmail.com.

Advertise in The TR Times

LooKing Back

by Nan Lance
30 Years Ago - 1995

* Village Gazebo sparks petitions. The owners and the
Village Deed Restriction Study Committee have been
informed that the structure violates recorded deed

restrictions and must be removed.

* TR Board retains golf course consultant. Frank McGhee,
hired for one day each month to oversee operations and
make recommendations in all aspects of course
management including fertilizing, seeding, mowing,
pest and disease control and machinery utilization.

20 Years Ago - 2005

* TR elves can adopt a family for Christmas. The Sunrise
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Center
Christmas Adopt-a-Family Program starts early this
year. Begin now to add that something extra to your

shopping cart.

* Check out Channel 25! Channel 25 is a big asset for TR
because residents and guests can watch for information
and activities that they may be interested in.

* For what purpose was that dog bred? Some dogs are
natural runners and walkers. Some dogs are watchdogs.
Others are made for games and wild fun, while some

love laps and cuddling.

* Reprogramming Verizon phones are essential. To keep
your cellphones in better shape, reprogram it once a week and when

you travel long distances.
10 Years Ago - 2015

* Randy Doell retires after 14 years. It doesn’t seem
possible that so many years have passed.
However, all good things eventually come to an
end and Randy’s tenure as manager did this

fall.

* Changes are coming. The $10 bill that we will
be using in 2020 will have a new design and a
“tactile” feature for those who have difficulty

seeing.

* Bailey changed my life, by Tia Paquette “When I rescued Bailey on
New Year’s Eve, I never knew he would change my life’s journey. I
trained him with positive reinforcement.

» Wanted: Sunday Night ice cream cutters.

Support
all our
TR Times
Advertisers
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EARLY DETECTION
SAVES LIVES.

Preventive screenings can help you maximize your health care by catching
diseases early and avoid major health issues. Whether it’s a routine physical
in your 20s, a mammogram in your 40s, or a colonoscopy in your 50s, there’s
something everyone should make a priority.

Visit us online to learn more or to set up an appointment.
(®) YourCareYourNetwork.com

-
AdventHealth

Dade City



https://www.adventhealth.com/hospital/adventhealth-dade-city

