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Hi Lites

Let’s dance tonight

First Friday Night Dance is
tonight, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. in
Busch Hall. See Page 2.

Busch Hall

Sunday Night presents

Shawn Scheller & The Con-
tenders, Dec. 14, 7 p.m. in
Busch Hall. See Page 2.

Activity Reminders

People and places . .. Chapter 2
Paris, the City of Light, part 1

by Margaret Emmetts

When someone mentions Paris,
what image immediately comes to mind?
Chances are it is the Eiffel Tower. But
other than its appearance, what do you
know about this world-famous land-
mark?

The tower was designed and built
by Gustave Eiffel for the 1889 Exposi-
tion Universalle. His purpose was to
illustrate how wroughtiron could be used
in decorative ways. This is the reason
the building looks like a giant erector set.
Its skeleton is completely exposed in
defiance of traditional building practices
where the iron framework of a building
was hidden. Originally the tower was
built with the idea that it would be
dismantled at the end of the Exposition.
However the structure was so popular
and with a new purpose found for the
structure, it was decided to let the tower
stand.

Monday, Dec. 15
at 3 p.m. Busch Hall Front
Porch.

Holiday Food Drive

Deadline for donations is
Wednesday, Dec. 17.

See Page 2.

Resident Forum

Monday, Jan. 5 at 1 p.m. in
Busch Hall.

Reminders from
Station 33

Don’t forget to:

Change your smoke detector
batteries.

Update your Vial(s) of Life.
Ensure your address signs are
visible at night.
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The angular legs of the tower
contain the eight elevators.

The Eiffel Tower, a Paris landmark.

Something you probably
never thought about. Visualize
the legs of the tower. They rise at
approximately 45-degree angles.
The legs house the elevators. I'm
sure that most elevators you have
ridden have gone straight up. Not
so with those in the Eiffel Tower.
If you think about it, you will
realize that the elevators must
travel in the direction of the
tower’s legs. Therefore, you are
not only traveling upwards, but
also at a 45-degree angle, a most
unique experience. As you have
a clear view of the city while the
elevator is rising, you immedi-
ately realize the direction in which
you are moving.

If you are fortunate enough
to travel to Paris, be sure to visit
this unique landmark that was the
first to illustrate that wrought iron
could be used for decorative
purposes. Its success created a
whole new use for wrought iron.

@roés magny"ique!

The two viewing levels are clearly visible
in this view of the tower. Since Gustave
Eiffel is long gone, one wonders how his
apartment in the very top of the tower is
currently used.

Boat cruises up the Seine are a popular tourist attraction. In the evening you
may book a dinner cruise and be able to see the Eiffel Tower all lit up.

As the tallest building in the
world for 41 years, until the
construction of the Chrysler Build-
ing, it was decided that the tower
would make an excellent spot for
radio transmission. An antenna was
eventually added to the building in
1957.

The building is 1,063 feet tall,
equivalent to an 81-story building.
Its base is 410 feet on each side. The
tower has three levels, of which the
lower two have viewing areas. The
third, or uppermost level, contains a
private apartment for Gustave Eiffel.

The lower levels can be reached
either by stairs or elevators. With 300
steps to the first level and 600 to the
second, most tourists opt for the eight
elevators.

I took the elevator to the first
viewing level that provided an

The height of the tower makes it

excellent 360-degree view of Paris.
visible from everywhere in the city.
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by Katherine Shawver

We look forward to seeing you
at Busch Hall Sunday Night on
Dec. 14. Be sure to come for ice
cream from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m.
followed by announcements
before we welcome The Con-
tenders to the stage at 7 p.m.

Shawn Scheller & The Con-
tenders are a diverse six-piece
dance-rock and soul band from
Tampa Bay, Fla. The group formed
in 2016 by Shawn Scheller and
Scott Lockhart are fun-loving
pranksters, music and movie
nerds, and family guys who met in
high school (Shawn and Scott), the
mall (Shawn and Ric Santiago), a
bus stop (Shawn and Junni B), and
others kindly and permanently
borrowed from other bands includ-
ing Hall and Oates, INXS and
Doobie Brothers.

Their unique brand of enter-
tainment fuses vocal harmonies
and soulful horn lines with high
energy performances honoring the
integrity of the original artist that
will drive you to dance, reminisce
and hug your friends.

Now hailed as “Florida's most
dangerous dance-rock n' soul
band” by fans and critics, Shawn
Scheller & The Contenders have
performed over 1000 shows and
have had the pleasure of opening
for iconic bands Bryan Adams,
Rob Thomas, REO Speedwagon,
Eddie Money, Pearl Jam, Billy
Joel, Muse, Duran Duran, 3 Doors
Down and many more. "There are
six bands you should know in
Tampa/St. Pete right now, Shawn
Scheller & The Contenders is high
on that list."

Let’s dance tonight

by Diana Hill

Okay TR, dig out your
dancing shoes. Our first dance is
Friday, Dec. 12 from 7 to 9 p.m. in
Busch Hall. We are so excited to
have DJ Dave, so we'll be rocking
the house. We're going to stick with
the DIY setup. Everyone will set
up their own tables and chairs.
Bring your own beverages, food,
snacks and table decorations.
There is no charge at the door but
bring cash for a donation toward
future events. We still do it the TR

way including cleaning up, taking
down the tables and taking the
trash out. If you're not able to help,
no worries, we've got lots of help.
Look for flyers to remind you.

Thank you to everyone who
has been making this new group of
dancers a huge success. Call Diana
Hill at 352-535-8569 if you have
any questions on how our DIY
dance works. Come join the fun
for a little bit or stay till the end.
No partner or talent is needed.

-

by Susan Stahley
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TR Welcoming
Committee
invites you to
a Holiday Feast

On Thursday, Dec. 25 at 2 p.m. TR has an annual Christmas
Holiday Feast at Busch Hall. We set out sign-up sheets on the
boards at the front left side in Busch Hall. Folks sign up on one
of the tables and list what food they will bring to the party. You
are certainly encouraged to join any table, but also know that
there will be a place for you to celebrate and make new friends.

The TR Welcoming Committee is hosting a table for new
folks. In the spirit of “Silver and Gold,” you can meet new
friends but keep the old. If you are a couple or single and new
to the resort, please sign up for a spot at the Newcomers Table
sponsored by the TR Welcoming Committee. You can also text
or call Diana Hill at 352-535-8569 and leave a message for a
spot at the Newcomers Table #8. Food and table settings will
be provided for newcomers, just bring a beverage and a smile.

~

J

Holiday
dad jokes

What happens if Frosty
throws a temper tantrum?

He has a complete melt-
down.

Knock! Knock!

Who'’s there?

Anna.

Anna who?

Ann-a partridge in a pear
tree!

How much does it cost to
run Santa’s sleigh?

Eight bucks, or nine if the
weather is bad!

Why does a broken drum
make a good Christmas gift?
It can’t be beat.

How does Santa remember
how many fireplaces he’s vis-
ited?

He keeps a log!

Holiday Food Drive
ends next week

by Betty Kazymirczuk

The Holiday Food Drive is
still underway to benefit DayStar
Food Pantry in Dade City. There
are three ways you can help:

Cash donations - drop a check
or cash donation in the Sunday
collection basket or at the TR Post
Office addressed to lot 11-01.
Please make your check payable
to TR Church Association and
mark it “Food Pantry.” We’ll be
happy to do the shopping for you.

Bring canned and non-
perishable food items to the Food
Pantry in the TR Church Cabana
at lot 11-01 or the table in Busch
Hall.

Pick up an empty Food Pantry
box in Busch Hall or the TR Post
Office and fill it with suggested
items on the list. Return the filled
box to the TR Church Cabana or
the table in Busch Hall.

For help with delivery or to
pick up filled boxes, you may call
Dick Wheatley, Pat Greene or
Betty Kazymirczuk. Their phone
numbers are in the TR Directory.

Christmas boxes and dona-
tions are needed by Wednesday,
Dec. 17. Thank you for your
generosity.

Tuesday Night Movie

by Nancy McDowell

WhileIwork onthe movielist,
I thought I would share the con-
tenders for 2026 Best Picture
nominees. | looked at three lists
published in November 2025:
“Variety,” “IndieWire” and “The
Hollywood Reporter.” The titles
here appeared within the top 10 of
each list. I have listed these
alphabetically. How many of these
have you heard of or seen?

“Frankenstein”

“Hamnet”

“Jay Kelly”

“Marty Supreme”

“One Battle After Another”
“Sentimental Value”
“Sinners”

“Wicked: For Good”


https://skymed.com
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TR is a family

Most families are led by a father and mother. In the case of TR, the
father and mother leading our family would be the Board of Directors
and the Treasurer.

Some years ago our family could have been compared to the family
that “lives from paycheck to paycheck.” We had no reserves and had to
borrow money, sometimes just to make normal expenses such as salaries.
Fortunately, our most recent moms and dads have been more resourceful.
They have built a contingency fund to meet unexpected expenses.

But, like any family, sometimes unexpected expenses exceed one’s
contingency fund. A car breaks down or a heating system dies. During
the past couple of years, TR has been hit with some huge, unexpected
expenses. The most recent was the storm damage last year. In order to
keep a reasonable reserve, the Board had to borrow to meet the storm
expenses.

With inflation what it is nationwide, families everywhere are
“tightening their belts” to deal with their increased living expenses. The
same is true for our TR family. While families still have to put meals on
the table, it is usually necessary to give up certain luxuries such as eating
out to make better use of their available funds.

The TR family is faced with the same problem. The Board’s modest
support to all our activities could be likened to putting meals on the table.
Like families everywhere it is important to make the best use of the funds
that are available. We need to continue to be able to fund our many
established activities. It is not the time to add frills or “eat out.” mre
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Awareness during the holidays

by Chaplain Anthony B. Shipe

As the holiday season
approaches, most of us look
forward to moments of warmth and
rest including the soft glow of
lights, the laughter of family gath-
ered around the table and the
comfort of peace after a long year.
Yet, while many pause to celebrate,
countless others stand watch.
Police officers, firefighters,
soldiers and first responders con-
tinue to serve through these sacred
days, protecting our homes, our
communities and our freedom.
Their service does not stop for
Christmas morning or New Year’s
Eve. For them duty is constant.
Their commitment is a quiet
steadfast light that burns in the
background of our joy ensuring
that we can celebrate in safety.

The holiday season has a way
of magnifying emotion. The joy
becomes brighter but so too does
the ache of separation and loss. For
those serving on the front lines,
whether patrolling the streets,
manning a fire station, standing
guard on distant soil, or responding
to emergencies, holidays often
mean long hours away from loved
ones. Behind every uniform is a
family making a sacrifice of its
own: a spouse setting one less
place at the table, children waiting
for a parent who cannot come
home, parents watching the news
and praying for their child’s safety.
These families embody a quiet
kind of heroism carrying the
burden of absence with grace and
faith.

It is easy to take safety for
granted when everything seems
calm. We rarely see the midnight
patrol that keeps our neighbor-
hoods peaceful or the firefighters
waiting for an alarm that could
change a life in an instant. The
soldiers stationed overseas may
miss another year of family

CHAPLAIN ANTHONY SHIPE

traditions or the paramedic may
respond to calls while others open
gifts. Awareness means remem-
bering that the peace we enjoy
often comes from the vigilance of
those who stand ready. Their
unseen work allows the rest of us
to sleep soundly, to celebrate freely
and to live without fear.

But the season is not only
difficult for those who serve, it is
also hard for those who are alone,
grieving or separated. The holi-
days can be a painful reminder of
who is missing; the chair left empty
by a fallen hero, the silence where
laughter once rang or the phone
that will never ring again. For
many families of first responders
and soldiers, the loss is permanent.
A flag folded, a badge retired, a
cherished memory, these are the
symbols of ultimate sacrifice.
During the holidays when love and
togetherness are celebrated every-
where, that void feels especially
deep. As a community, we are
called to see them, to reach out and
to help shoulder their sorrow.

Awareness means more than
simply acknowledging the exis-
tence of sacrifice. It means honor-
ing it through action and compas-
sion. Writing a note of thanks to a

local police or fire department,
donating to veterans’ organiza-
tions, visiting someone who is
alone, or including a grieving
family in your holiday plans are
simple gestures that carry pro-
found meaning. They remind those
who serve and those who have
suffered loss that they are not
forgotten. It also reminds us that
the holidays are not merely about
what we receive but what we give.

In recent years our nation has
faced natural disasters, acts of
violence and public health crises
that have revealed just how essen-
tial these everyday heroes are.
They run toward danger when
instinct tells most of us to run
away. Their courage and sense of
duty reflect the best of humanity.
Remembering them during the
holidays, praying for them,
thanking them and caring for their
families is a sacred responsibility.

Every police officer patrolling
a quiet street, every firefighter
ready to respond and every soldier
standing watch through the night
is living out that truth. They
remind us that peace and safety
come at a cost, one paid daily by
those willing to give of them-
selves. In recognizing their devo-
tion, we are invited to live with
more gratitude, compassion and
awareness of others.

Awareness is the beginning of
gratitude, and gratitude is the
beginning of peace, the kind of
peace they work so hard to pre-
serve for us all.

Holidays are a time to
celebrate hope, love and unity. Let
that unity extend beyond our own
homes and embrace those who
sacrifice for our safety. This season
let’s remember that while we rest,
others stand watch. While we
gather, others serve and because
they do, we can celebrate in peace.

Choir Rehearsal
Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 8:45 a.m.
Bernie Gutridge
Sunday Service
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Hymn Sing 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Anthony Shipe
Holy Communion
First Sunday of the month.

Catholic Church

32145 Saint Joe Road
Dade City, Florida 33525

MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil Mass
Saturday, 4 p.m.
Sunday Masses
8 am. &10:30 a.m.
Daily Masses
8:00 a.m. Monday - Friday

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
Sunday 9:05 to 10:20 a.m.

Fr. Bob Romaine
352-588-3641



https://www.sacredheartdadecity.org
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Briefings from the Board

by Deborah May, President

Every resident living here has
astory to tell about how they found
this wonderful place or how their
parents or relatives lived here and
they came to visit. All the stories
end with the fact that this is a small
piece of paradise. Even though
Travelers Rest Resort is NOT an
HOA, we are governed by the
by-laws and policies that are in
place to ensure our well-being and
the beauty of the park. By working
together and volunteering, we are
able to maintain a very reasonable
yearly lease when compared to
many of the other resorts and parks
in Florida.

Living here in a 55+ plus park
gives us the opportunity to enjoy
the company of others in our age
group, engage in activities of
similar interest and meet new
residents each year. But there are
rules that govern residency and
that provide a guideline for
approval to live here for those
under 55.

Travelers Rest Residency
Rules

1. TR residency is limited to
qualified lessees/sublessees

Per Policy D2005 — Resi-
dency: “RV South and Cabana
Sections are limited to lessees and
sub-lessees only.”

2. TR age-occupancy rules
apply to all sites.

Policy D2010 — Age Occu-
pancy provides that: “Occupancy
of a site is limited to two adults...
one must be 55 years of age or
older.”

“A third occupant is permitted
only if they are 16 years of age or
older and are a relative of one of
the two residing adults.”

DEBORAH MAY

“Ifarequestis made foralease
by a person(s) under age 55,
approval is required by the Board
of Directors.”

The “third occupant” excep-
tion applies only when all individ-
uals reside within the same unit.
Travelers Rest does not allow
independent under 55 residents
except in very limited situations.

One of the situations that is
allowed under the policy is for
caregivers living with or coming
in to take care of a resident.

1. Occupancy of a permanent
live-in companion or caregiver is
not considered a visitor.

2.Ifthe lessee of record leaves
the resort but continues to meet the
financial obligations of lease
agreements or maintenance fees,
the permanent live-in or caregiver
may continue to live in the unit.

3. If the lessee of record is
deceased and does not include
legal passing of ownership of
stock, property and RV, Cabana or
Mobile Home, the remaining
spouse, permanent live in or
caregiver must vacate within
60 days unless they provide a
notarized document from the legal

owner stating that they may reside
in the unit as the lessee. A time
extension may be approved upon
request.

Golf View/Oak View — Tran-
sient (Daily, Weekly, Monthly)
Rental Sites Are Not Exempt
from Age Rules

1. Policy D3815 — Golf
View/Oak View Rentals requires
all renters to:

“Sign the Registration Card
and abide by all Rules and Regu-
lations.”

This includes the Age Occu-
pancy policies under D2010.
Therefore, a non-lease rental does
not create an exception or alter the
residency requirements. Golf
View and Oak View may be
occupied on a short-term basis by
individuals under 55 with
approved applications. TR does
accept RV renters on Golf
View/Oak View who have children
and pets with them based on
approval of their application.

Federal and Florida Law
Regarding Under S5 Occupancy

The Housing for Older Per-
sons Act of 1995(HOPA) (Cited
from 24 C.F.R. § 100.305) does not
require 55+ communities to admit
under 55 residents. It only
requires that at least 80% of
occupied units have at least one
person age S5 or older. Florida
Statutes adopt the same standard.
There is no quota or obligation to
allow under 55 adults.

Being a park with second and
third generations living here, as
well as many extended family
members, siblings etc., is a
testimony to the desirability of
living in TR, “a small piece of
paradise.”

The Siren

by Donna Neer
EMT, RN (retired)

Chief Polzin asked me if I
would write articles for the “Siren”
column that are focused on possi-
ble medical emergencies that TR
residents may face while here at
TR and at their homes as well.
Although I am not a member of the
TR Fire Department nor a First
Responder, Chief Polzin felt that
my years of experience as an EMT
on my hometown Fire Depart-
ment’s Rescue Squad, as well as
working as an Emergency Room
Registered Nurse (ACLS, PALS,
TNCC), would be excellent
resources for topics to be included
in the “Siren.” As I have been
retired for several years, I will do
my best to provide the readers of
The TR Times with both helpful
and current information.

TIA (mini-stroke) vs. Stroke

As we all know, our brains
control nearly everything we do —
from seeing to walking to talking
and both voluntary and involun-
tary actions. In order to function
optimally, our brain needs oxy-
genated blood, rich with nutrients.
What happens to our brain when it
is denied its nourishment because
of a blood clot? The brain will
sustain either temporary or perma-
nent damage.

According to the American
Heart Association, a TIA (Tran-
sient Ischemic Attack) is a “warn-
ing stroke” or “mini-stroke” that
produces stroke-like symptoms
but no lasting damage. What
causes a TIA? A TIA occurs when
a blood clot temporarily clogs an
artery, and part of the brain does
not receive the blood it needs. The
symptoms of a TIA occur rapidly
and last for a short period of time
(usually less than 5 minutes).
Unlike a stroke, whena TIAis over,
generally there is no permanent
injury to the brain.

TIAs can be indicative of a
possible future stroke. Unfortu-
nately, a TIA cannot predict
WHEN a stroke can occur. The
AHA states that not all strokes are
preceded by a TIA; however if a
person experiences one or more
TIAs; the chance of that person
experiencing a stroke is more
probable.

Symptoms ofa TIA are similar
to a stroke: sudden numbness or
weakness to the face, arm or leg;
especially to one side of the body.
When a TIA occurs, a person may
experience temporary confusion
and have difficulty speaking or
understanding spoken language.
Vision may be compromised for a
short period of time (blurry or
double vision), difficulty standing,
poor balance and coordination,
walking and dizziness are also
noted. A sudden severe headache
without a known cause may be
reported as well. Unfortunately,
persons who suffer a stroke may
have permanent brain injuries
unless he/she is treated immedi-
ately by medical professionals.

Should you witness someone
exhibiting any of the abnormal
symptoms listed above it is impor-

tant to write down the time you first
observed them. Ask her/him to
grab and squeeze your hands, note
if the strength of both hands are
equally strong. Additionally, place
your palms on the sole of the feet,
and ask the patient to push hard
against your hand. Again, note any
difference in strength. Observe if
there is any facial drooping (eye-
lids, mouth). Ask him/her to raise
their arms above their head. Ask if
he/she can state the day, date and
their name. Make notes to give to
the First Responders and EMS.

Keeping in mind that a TIA is
temporary, whereas a stroke can
result in permanent brain injury,
both conditions require medical
attention. Call 911 immediately as
time is an important factor. Keep
the patient comfortable, obtain the
“vial of life” and have your notes
available for the EMS.

Warning Signs
of a
Stroke

F.AS.T.

F =Face Drooping —Does one
side of the face droop or is it numb?
Ask the person to smile. Is the
person's smile uneven?

A = Arm Weakness — Is one
arm weak or numb? Ask the person
to raise both arms. Does one arm
drift downward?

S = Speech Difficulty — Is
speech slurred?

T = Time to call 911 — Stroke
is an emergency. Every minute
counts. Call 911 immediately.
Note the time when any of the
symptoms first appear.

Meet Chad Barber
TR’s new General Manager

Photo by Bill WatKins

CHAD BARBER

by Margaret Emmetts

General Manager Chad
Barber has a background that
makes him eminently suitable for
the position.

Born and raised in Michigan,
Barber attended college, studying
landscape design. He worked for
many years in corporate-site
design. He furthered his education
in the area of road construction and
began work in public service.
Barber had a management position
from 2003 to 2023 designing and
updating landfills and waste
management. That position
required knowledge of the laws
and regulations imposed by the
local government.

While employed full time
with his waste management job, he
started a business of purchasing
and flipping houses with his son.
Barber then transferred from
Michigan to up-state New York
and eventually to Florida. He has

been a Florida resident since 2017,
and he and his son continue the
business here in Florida.

Sometimes serendipity plays
a major part in one’s life-style. A
local traffic accident led Barber to
take some back roads to get home.
The trip took him past TR. He was
impressed with how TR looked
from the roadside. Then an ad
appeared for the position of Gen-
eral Manager that looked inviting.
The rest is history.

Barber noted that Randy Doell
was very instrumental in easing
him into his new job.

Barber lives in Land O’ Lakes.
He enjoys sports, rooting for the
Detroit Lions. He likes to play golf
but admits that he doesn’t have
quite as much time to play as he
would like.

We look forward to Chad
Barber’s leadership at TR and wish
him all the best in his new position.

Why we should never
feed wildlife at TR

by Kelly Newbury

This is a message for all
residents and guests from the Board
of Directors. At TR we are fortunate
to share our community with sand-
hill cranes, ducks, raccoons,
squirrels and many other species
that make Florida such a vibrant
place to live. Watching wildlife is
one of the joys of TR, but feeding
wildlife is not.

Although it may feel kind or
harmless, feeding wild animals
creates serious problems for both
the animals and our community. In
fact, TR has had to euthanize ani-
mals in past seasons because
humans feeding led them to become
aggressive, ill or unable to survive
on their own. For the safety of
wildlife and everyone living here,
feeding wildlife is strictly prohib-
ited.

1. Feeding wildlife is against
Florida law: Florida Statute
§379.412 makes it illegal to
intentionally feed, attempt to feed
or attract certain wildlife species
including sandhill cranes, rac-
coons, bears, coyotes, foxes and
alligators.

2. Animals lose their natural
survival skills: When wildlife
receive handouts, they lose their
ability to properly forage and
survive independently.

3. Human food makes wildlife
sick: Foods like bread, crackers,
chips and leftovers are not suitable
for wildlife, causing malnutrition,
digestive illness and other health
problems.

4. Fed animals become bold,
aggressive and destructive: Fed
animals can become territorial,
damaging property and sometimes
behaving aggressively toward

SANDHILL CRANES

people or pets.

5. Feeding wildlife spreads
disease: Feeding encourages
unnatural gatherings of wildlife,
which accelerates the spread of
parasites, viruses and diseases.

6. Feeding disrupts the natural
balance of TR’s environment:
Feeding wildlife can cause
overpopulation, increased preda-
tion and competition with native
species.

7. Feeding wildlife may pose
a risk to residents and may lead to
unsightly property conditions,
both of which violate TR policies.
See B0O000 and D4010 in the TR
Official Policy Manual. Policy
violation can lead to enforcement
action or fines.

A better way to enjoy wildlife
includes watching wildlife from a
distance, keeping trash secured
and helping educate visitors.

Let wildlife stay wild. Our
community thrives when both
residents and wildlife remain safe
and healthy.
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Activity Affairs

by Lora Davis

Travelers Rest is glowing.
Walk around our community right
now and you'll see the magic of
twinkling lights, festive decora-
tions and the unmistakable spirit
of the season. We owe a big thank
you to Betty Teichert, whose vision
and creativity sparked this beauti-
ful transformation. Also thank you
to everyone who rolled up their
sleeves to help decorate. Your
community spirit made all the
difference. This is what makes TR
special.

The celebrations are just
getting started. In just 13 days
we're gathering for our Christmas
Day Dinner in Busch Hall on
Thursday, Dec. 25 at 2 p.m.
Whether you're looking for great
food, festive company or both, this

is the place to be. Seats are filling
up, so don't wait. Sign up today.

Also don't put your dancing
shoes away just yet. Mark your
calendars for our New Year's Eve
DJ Dance on Wednesday, Dec. 31
from 8 p.m. to midnight in Busch
Hall. Ring in 2026 with your
neighbors, good music and the joy
of our community coming
together. Please be sure to check
InTouchLink for the most up-to-
date information.

Here's to celebrating the
season together.

Waste Management
and Thrift Trailer update

by Ken Hankinson

As TR enters its third year of
a more organized Waste Manage-
ment program, we thought it was
time for an update as to where the
program stands.

It is unfortunate that Dean
Peters, who initiated and oversaw
the program, is not returning to the
Park this season. However the
program Dean started is alive and
well and producing environmental
benefits and financial benefits for
the park. The remaining members
of the program will continue to
monitor it and make adjustments
as they become necessary.

Ifyouhaven’tnoticed we have
new and larger recycling bins in
both the Busch Hall and RV South
locations. Please keep in mind to
flatten all cardboard boxes and NO
PLASTIC BAGS should be put in
the recycling bins. Please do not
leave large batteries, such as auto
or golf cart batteries, in the battery
drop-off containers. These and
other large items can be taken
directly to the Handcart Road
Recycling Facility for disposal.
Unfortunately we have not found
a solution for recycling glass.

For additional information or
a map to Handcart Road, pick up
one of the new Waste Management
brochures in the Post Office. Watch
for future articles on this program
as the season progresses. Thanks
for your continued assistance to
make this program a success.

Our existing Thrift Trailer
Program which keeps the Daystar
Thrift Store wellsupplied contin-
ues to be a great success. We
appreciate all the items placed in
the trailer to be donated, but please

Photo by Bill WatKins
THRIFT TRAILER

keep the following in mind:

* Please box, bag or contain
your items. This will be a big help
when unloading as well as reduce
breakage and separation of items
that belong together, i.e. TV
remotes, matching shoes, etc.
Loose items create a major
problem for the staff at the Thrift
Store when unloading .

 Items need to be clean, in
working condition and in good
condition for resale purposes.

*No large or heavy items such
as sofas, recliners, mattresses,
which are difficult to transport and
unload. There are organizations
that will pick these items up and
they are listed inside the door of
the Thrift Trailer.

We always need volunteers to
assist in unloading at Daystar. The
trailer usually departs TR to
Daystar on Thursdays around
8:15 a.m. If you are interested in
assisting, please contact Joe Shipe
for additional information or
scheduling.

Thanks to everyone who
continues to work hard to keep the
Thrift Trailer a successful pro-
gram here at TR.

TR
Flea Market
dates are set

by Amy Peebles

The first Flea Market of the
season was held on Nov. 1 in Busch
Hall with good attendance by both
vendors and shoppers. Lots of
varied items were for sale and the
Amateur Ham Radio Club sold
coffee, donuts and apple fritters.

The rest of the season’s
Saturday Flea Markets are Jan. 3,
Feb. 7 and March 7. The Flea
Market hours are from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m., and vendor sign in
begins at 7:45 a.m. To reserve a
table there is a sign-up sheet with
map posted on the Flea Market
Bulletin Board in Busch Hall.

Volunteers are needed to set
up tables and chairs from 7:15 to
7:45 a.m. To allow the volunteers
to set up quickly and efficiently for
you, please wait until 7:45 a.m. to
sign in.

The Amateur Ham Radio Club
will be there each Saturday selling
refreshments, so whether you are
avendor or shopperit’sagood time
to find a treasure or catch up with
friends and neighbors.

What is the purpose
of ham radio?

by Dan Zile
WBOYMQ

Ham radio, or amateur radio,
serves as bothahobby and acritical
public service for personal,
non-commercial communication
and emergency response. Opera-
tors can connect with others,
locally or globally, experiment
with radio technology, provide
communications during natural
disasters when other services fail
and assist in public service events
such as races, fairs and marathons.
Ham radio allows for skill
development in electronics and is
a fun way to connect with a
worldwide community.

How does that apply to TR,
you ask? We have more than
50 Ham Radio Club members —all
residents of TR — both men and
women, who are ready to provide
emergency communications to the
residents of TR when required.
Our Communications Center has
some of the latest technology and
equipment available and can assist
our park’s management, as well as
Pasco County, with emergency
communications during weather
events such as hurricanes and
wildfires. We are also able to
provide radio communications
during other natural disasters that
are not local.

If you would like to have a
personal tour of our TR Commu-

Celebrating
50 years

File photo
Helping each other to improve
TR wide communications in
times of emergency and daily
operations.

nications Center, contact any one
of our members and a tour can be
arranged. The 2025-26 season is
the 50th year that TR ham radio
operators, who are all TR residents
themselves, have been standing by
to assist TR management should
the need arise.

TR Veterans gear up
for the new season

by Ken Hankinson

As we are about to start
another season, like all groups and
activities at TR, the TR Veterans
are also busy gearing up and
planning for the 2025-26 season.
The TR Veterans group had
another productive and successful
season last year, such as placing a
record number of bricks into the
Memorial Walk (22 new bricks
were installed last season).

The Vets also hosted a
fundraising event in Busch Hall to
support veterans and first respon-
ders suffering from PTSD. TR
residents contributed over $10,000
to this worthy cause and we thank
you for your generosity.

In March, the biannual Flag
Retirement Ceremony was another
highlight of the season with over
200 residents attending the event.
Thanks to Zenen Valdez for again
hosting the event on his beautiful
property.

Additionally, the usual
amount of other veterans events
and ceremonies such as Memorial

Day, Veterans Day, holiday wreath
hanging, and honoring vets who
passed away during the year, were
all well-planned and attended.

For the early arrivals this
season, the annual Veterans Day
ceremony was moved into Busch
Hall. Several speakers commented
on all branches of the Armed
Services and were supported by a
group of Civil Air Patrol Cadets
who served as flag bearers and
Honor Guards. What an outstand-
ing group of young professionals.
Hats off to Marty Schencke for
planning and moderating the
program. It will surely be a tough
act to follow for next year but we
think Marty will be up for it.

Watch for future articles in
The TR Times for upcoming events
and activities. Our monthly meet-
ings are the second Monday of
every month at 10:03 a.m. in the
Hobby House. We look forward to
seeing more veterans at our
monthly meetings and events.
Please plan on attending, you will
be very welcomed.

Trivia Night
begins in January

by Gary Dietz

Trivia Night will begin
Monday, Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. in Citrus
West, and you pick your teams of
up to six players. The trivia
questions will be about the “50s,
‘60s, “70s and ‘80s covering
events, movies, TV, music, fashion
and for our friends from the North,
a category about Canada. The plan
is to have six rounds with 15
questions per round. Some sample
questions are:

1. What movie franchise used a
DeLorean as a time machine?

2. Which long-running Western
featured the Cartwright family?

3. Who wanted to wake up little
Susie?

4. Who was Lone Ranger’s
sidekick?

5. Technical advances in the ‘80s
led to widespread use of which
telecopying device?

Answers somewhere else in
paper.
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ACOUSTIC JAM SESSION BRASS ENSEMBLE CRIBBAGE FRIDAY NIGHT DJ DANCE

Various available Fridays in Busch Hall. 7-9 p.m.
DJ or recorded music. Check InTouch schedule
for updates.

PICKIN’ & GRINNIN’ - Wednesdays, 3:30-5 Wednesdays, 2:30 - 4pm in Jeri Miller Activity = Mondays, 6:30-9:00 pm, in the Jeri Miller
p.m., Hobby House. Nov - Mar Building. Jan - Mar Activity Building. Jan-Mar
Rob Werner Bill Watkins Bob Luther

Harold Keefer Diane Hill

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB BRIDGE (BEGINNERS) DIGITAL PHOTO (CAMERA) GARDEN CLUB
2nd and 4th Thurs., 6:30-9 p.m. in the Jeri Miller
Activity Building. Nov - Apr, Meetings open to

Tuesdays, 1 - Spm in Hobby House. Jan - Mar Mondays, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity =~ Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 - 11am at Lake

all. Amateurs can check into the 8 a.m. Two Jim Weigand Building. Jan - Mar 16 Margaret Nov - Apr
Meter Net on 146.430 Mhz Monday thru Satur- Carey Box Stacy Grier
day.
Y Dan Zile
AQUATICS (WATER AEROBICS) BRIDGE (INTERMEDIATES) DIGITAL PHOTO (POST PROCESS- GEOCACHING
Iljoogl - Dec: Mon, Wed, and Fri 9-10 a.m. at the Tuesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity Build-  Tue 9 - 10am in Citrus West. Outings 10 a.m.-
Jan- Apr: Mons, Wed, and Fri 9330'}&32 gﬁi‘th Connie Bradley ing. Jan - Mar 17 Carey Box 3:00 p.m. Jan - Mar Barbara Colson
BALLROOM DANCING BRIDGE (PARTY/PARTNERS) DOMINOES GOLF - LADIES LEAGUE

Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m. in Busch Hall, and Wednes-  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Citrus
days (Review class) 10-11:00 am, Citrus East. West. Partner not required. Singles will be = Thursdays, 6:30-9 p.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. at Starter Shack.

Jan - Mar teamed up. Jan - Mar Linda Gough Kathy Reimann
Jeffrey Duquette Jen Furman
BEADAHOLICS BULLETIN BOARD IN BUSCH HALL DULCIMER JAM GOLF - MENS LEAGUE
Mondl\e;Iys, 10:15a.m.to 12:15 p.m. in Citrus East. ~ For inftorma'fion or help with a notice or ad Thursdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. in Citrus East. Jan-Mar  Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. at Starter Shack.
Jan - Mar contact: Lois Showers Barry English
Kathy Kushman Betsy Behler
Kathy Lemke Lora Davis
BIBLE STUDY (EVERYONE) CALLIGRAPHY DULCIMER LESSONS GOLF - SCRAMBLES
Mondays, 5:30-7:00 p.m. on the Busch Hall Tuesdays, 3-4:30 p.m. in the Jeri Miller Activity = Mondays, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Citrus West. Jan  2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday mornings at 9:00 at
Stage. Jan 12-Mar 16. Building. Jan - Mar - Mar Starter Shack.
Anthony Shipe Rick Peebles Lois Showers Dave & Dawn Pulleyn
BIBLE STUDY (WOMEN’S) CHOIR PRACTICE ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAYS GOLF ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
. . . . . . Monthly meeting 2nd Thursday, 1 to 4 p.m. in
Tuesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar 1S:u.r(lldays ?.45—9.30 a.m. in Busch Hall. Announcements begin at 6:45 p.m. with program Hobby House. All members/golfers are wel-
Christy Trotter ridays 9:30-11am. Join us . . following. Performances will be in Busch Hall. come. December-March
Bernie Gutridge Kathy Shawver ’ ’

Lacy Shawver Gene Lockhart

BICYCLING CHURCH ASSOCIATION EUCHRE GOLF LESSONS
Sunday Activities: All events in Busch Hall,
8:45am: Choir Practice

9:30am: Bible Study

Tuesdays and Fridays, meet at 9 a.m. at parking
lot behind Busch Hall. Watch Cycling Bulletin
Board in Busch Hall for rides.

Fridavs. 7 - 9:00 p.m. in Citrus Fast. Nov - Mar Tuesdays, Practice Range with all levels of
s, AU pm. Mar.'y De Weerq  CXpertise from 9 to 11 a.m.

: 10:15am: Hymn Sing Lynn Meyers
Rick & Carol Yoder Anthony Shipe, Pastor
BINGO CHURCH ASSOCIATION - ADDI- FIRE/RESCUE 33 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
) L . . . . ) . First Responders Training -Tue,11am - 1pm in
EO‘; - Dec: 1st and 3rd Wed 7-9 p.m in Citrus ,[11.2;13;1))3 m: Worship service (non-denomina Jeri Miller Activity Building Volunteer to help build homes in Pasco County.
as ) o . Business Meeting - 3rd Tue, 9 am in Paul Rife  Projects January thru March TBA.
Jan - Mar: Sat 7-9 p.m. in Citrus East. Holy Communion st Sunday of the month. R Nov - A Barbara Colson
Linda Smith Anthony Shipe, Pastor oom. NOV - Apr )
Jim Walsh Larry Polzin
BIRDING CLOGGERS FIVE CROWNS HAND AND FOOT
Tuesdays, 8 a.m. at Busch Hall Front Porch. Tue and Thu 9-11:30 2.m in Citrus East Nov - Wednesdays (non-concert nights only), 6:30 -9 . .
. ! Mar - : Thu, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Bring binoculars and cameras. Jan - Mar . o p-m. in Citrus West. Nov - Apr Diane & Brian Krupicka
Tom Butler  Sat 9-10:30 a.m. in Citrus East Nov - Mar Jackie Thackery p
Donna Neer
Donna Smith
BLOOD DRIVE AT TR COFFEE & DONUTS FIVE HUNDRED CARDS HAPPY HOURS
Blood drives are held the 1st Monday in Decem-  1st Saturday (during Flea Markets), and 3rd Thursdays, 4-5:30 p.m. Backup venues
ber and March. The Blood Mobile will be parked ~ Saturdays during Yard Sales. 8:30 to 11:30 a.am.  Saturdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. In Citrus West. Dec -  (weather): Cabana: Jeri Miller Activities Build-
next to the TR Fire Station from 8 a.m. to 2:30  or until sold out. Donuts and coffee served in Mar ing; RV South: Citrus West; Village: Hobby
p.m. unless announced otherwise. Busch Hall. Nov.-Mar. Deborah May  House.
Ken Neer Dan Zile Connie Bradley Sandra Langell (Cabana)
Dee Manos Ken Neer (RVS)
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING COFFEE SEMINARS FLEA MARKET ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Tuesdays, 10:30 to 11 a.m. in Paul Rife Room. Tue and Thu 8-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Watch The  First Sat 8:30 - 10:30am in Busch Hall Nov -  Sundays, 6:15 to 6:45pm in Busch Hall, Nov -

Larry Polzin TR Times and InTouch for updato';zs.Les]ie Ewing Mar, Setup at 7 a.m. Coffelei ifck(l?lr:]ulis nt;grp s,ezllbel.e . Mar Kathy Shawver
BOCCE COFFEE SOCIAL FOODIES LUNCHEONETTE IPHONE - LEARNING YOUR IPHONE

Scheduled games and competitions, Mon, Wed,

Thu, Fri and Sun at 1:30 p.m. Tue at 7 p.m. Jan  Mon-Fri, 7:30-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

- Mar Jan Rubino
Rob Sunde

Tue, Wed, Thu, 11:30am - 1pm in Busch Hall, Thursdays, 12:30 - 2pm in Jeri Miller Activity
Nov - Dec 18 Building. Jan - Mar 19
Linda Smith Susan Stahley

BOOK BROWSERS CONCERT SERIES (WEDNESDAY) FOODIES PREP TIME JOKER

First Wednesdays of the month, Jan - Mar. Busch
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 2 - 3pmin Citrus West.  Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., shows startat 7:00  Mon 10:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall Kitchen = Mondays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Jan - Mar

Jan - Mar Book discussions. p.m. Check InTouch and TR Times for program  Nov - Dec 15 Fridays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Nov - Mar
Nan Feeney Lance  details. Season tickets or pay at the door. Linda Smith Bob & Deb Englert (Mon.)
Kathy Shawver Deborah May (Fri.)
Lacy Shawver
BOWLING (OUT OF PARK) CORNHOLE FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE (ORCHES- JUBELLATION

Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m. in Busch Hall, starting
January 17. The dance schedule and themes are
listed in the TR Booklet and on the InTouch app.

Pat Daubenmier

Fridays at 1:30 p.m. at Pin Chasers Bowling Wed 7 p.m. at Cornhole/Shuffleboard Courts,

Lanes, Zephyrhills. Dec - Mar Jan - Mar
Leslie Price Dan Varner

Mondays 10:30am - 12pm in Busch Hall. Nov -
Mar
Bernie Gutridge
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KARAOKE NEWCOMERS RED DOT SOCIAL

RUG HOOKING

WALKING AEROBICS (WINTER)

Red Dot Social: 2nd Thursdays 11:30am - 1pm, Busch
Hall. Nov - Dec

Coffee Seminar Newcomers: 2nd Thursdays 8 - 9am,
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

Happy Hour Newcomers: 4 - 5:30pm, Golf View
Pavilion. Jan - Feb

Check InTouch schedule for selected Wednes-
days 7 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Dave Kat

Diana Hill

KNOTTY KNITTERS OPEN ART STUDIO

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 12:30pm in the Green Room,
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Tawnya Rowden

SEWING

Monday thru Friday, 7:15 - 7:45am in Citrus
East. Nov- Apr 10
Gloria Polzin

WEIGHTS & STRETCHING

Mondays, 2 - S5pm in Citrus West. Bring your
own project and supplies (Any medium, not a
class). Jan - Mar

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Citrus West. Nov
- Apr

Diane Fisher Delia Box

LEFT, CENTER, RIGHT GAME ORCHESTRA/TRAVELAIRES

Mondays, 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall Nov -
Dec
Barbara Olm

SEWING THERAPY

Mondays,Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am
in Citrus East. Year-round.
Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am in Citrus
West also, Jan - Apr

Sheila Schencke

WELCOMING COMMITTEE

Mondays, 7 - 9pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar 16 Tuesdays, 12:30 - 3pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

Gary Dietz Pat Daubenmier

LIBRARY PAINTING (OIL & ACRYLIC)

Mondays, 9:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan -
Mar
Laura Lilawski

Ist and 3rd Thursdays,11:30am - 1pm, Citrus
West. Nov - Mar

1st Thursdays: Welcoming Committee organiza-
tional meetings

3rd Thursdays: Committee Chairpersons Meet-

ing
Diana Hill

SHOOTING CLUB (SPORTING CLAY WIZARD

Located in northwest corner of Busch Hall. Open
24/7. Honor system sign-out. Please reshelve

your own books if you can. If not place in cart Fridays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar,

behind desk. Pat Gallagher
Meetings: 1st Tuesdays, 1 - 2pm Citrus East
Mary Kosbab
Kay Blunda

LINE DANCING (BEGINNERS) PAINTING (WATERCOLOR)

4th and 5th Tuesdays, 7 - 8pm, meet in the Jeri
Miller Activity Building, Jan - Mar
Ray LoPresti

SNACK SHACK

Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan -
Mar
Kevin and Denise Weik

WOOD SHOP

Tuesdays 10 - 11am in Busch Hall
Wednesdays 1 - 2pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar
Alex Adair

Wednesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus East. Jan - Mar
Amy Grier

LINE DANCING (IMPROVERS) PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP

Currently weekdays, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
January 6-March 21.
Jim Walsh

STAINED GLASS

Monday thru Friday, 8am to 4pm Oct-May.
Membership $20.
Larry Kurkowski

WOODCARVING

Mondays and Thursdays, 1 - 2:30pm in Citrus
East. Jan - Mar

Thursdays, 11:15am - 12:15pm in Hobby House,
Nov - Mar 19

Alex Adair Cyndi Brodeur

LITURGICAL DANCE PENNY POKER

Wednesdays, 4 - 6pm, in Jeri Miller Activity
Building Jan - Mar
Mondays (Beginners), 12:45 - 2:45pm in Jeri
Miller Activity Building Jan - Mar

Betty Teichert

TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG

Wednesdays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan -
Mar
Linda Murphy

YARD SALES

Tuesdays, 2 -3pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar
Thursday, 2 - 3pm in Jeri Miller Activity Build-
ing, Jan - Mar

Wednesdays, 7 - 9pm, in Hobby House. Jan -
Apr

Bruce Anderson
Donna Neer

MAH JONG (CHINESE) PET LOVERS CLUB

Mondays and Thursdays, setup at2:30 p.m., play
from 3 - 5pm in Citrus East. Extra paddles avail-
able. Jan - Mar

Charles Mason

TAI CHI

3rd Saturday of the month, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.,
Nov - Mar
Lora Davis

YOGA

Mondays and Fridays, 12 - 2pm in Citrus West.
Dec - Mar

2nd Mondays, 3 - 4:30pm in the Jeri Miller
Activity Building. Jan - Mar

Rose Taggart Judy Leister

MAH JONGG (NATIONAL LEAGUE) PICKLEBALL

Mondays (except 2nd Mondays) and Thursdays,
10 - 11:00am, Hobby House. Jan - Mar
Janet & Harold Baal

TENNIS

Restorative Yoga (Improves flexibility): Tues-
days, 7:15 - 8:15am in Citrus West, Jan - Mar
Yoga for Athletes: Thursdays, 7:15 - 8:15am in
Citrus West, Jan- Mar

Renee DeTar

ZUMBA

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 1 - 3pm at
Hobby House. Lessons on Mondays. Nov.18 -
Mar. Not on Forum Mondays

Daily sessions available for all level of play. See
InTouch calendar for schedule. Jan-Mar
Nancy McDowell

Bette Gorman Shirley-Ann Appleby

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS PINOCHLE

Open play, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9 -
11am Nov - Mar
Betty Teichert

TONE & TIGHTEN

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Busch Hall. Dec -

Mar Thursdays, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

Lorraine Gould John Delaney

MIRROR LAKE YACHT CLUB POKER TEXAS HOLD 'EM

Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 - 10am in Citrus
East, Sep - Dec
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 9 - 10am
in Citrus East, Jan - Mar
Strengthen your muscles. Bring mat and weights.
Bev Weissinger
Louise McRoberts

TR TRAVEL

Wednesdays and Saturdays 9am- 12pm, at
Mirror Lake Jan - Mar 18

Tuesdays and Saturdays, 7 - 9pm in the Hobby
House

Chris Farler Tom Thompson

MODEL RAILROAD CLUB POPS CHORUS

Day trips by bus begin and end at TR. Watch for
new trips in TR Times, BH Bulletin Board and
InTouch.

Sharon Gilbert Zile

TRAVELOGUE

Fridays, 9:30am - 12pminthe JeriMiller Activity ~ Wednesdays, 12:30 - 2:30pm in the Jeri Miller
Building Jan 30 - Apr Activity Building. Jan - Mar
Brian Krupicka Mary Beth Coldren

Ron Reeve

MOTORCYCLE CLUB (ROADRIDERS) QUILLING ON A BUDGET

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus
East. Jan - Mar
Bert Contractor

UKULELE CLUB

1st Mondays, 7 - 8pm in Hobby House to plan
rides. Thursdays, 1:15 - 3:30pm in Citrus West. Jan -
Tuesday rides: Meet at 8am, Busch Hall parking ~ Mar. Call or text to reserve spot.
lot Pat Daubenmier
Thursday rides: Meet at 9:30am Busch Hall
parking lot Jan - Mar

Bruce Richmond

MOTORSPORTS RC CLUB QUILTING

Tuesdays, 3 - 4pm in Citrus East. Players share
tips and tunes without weekly instruction. Jan -
Mar

Susan Keefer

VETERANS MEETING

Thursdays 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall. 2nd

Thursday Guild Meeting/Show and Tell. Nov -

Mar
Sean Neer

Tom Stuart

Mondays 5:30pm; Wednesdays and Saturdays,
9:30am at our track by the Snack Shack. Practice

precedes race schedule. Jan - Mar
Cloie Morgan

MOVIE NIGHT (TUESDAYS) ROCK PAINTING

2nd Mondays, 10 - 11am in the Hobby House.
All year.
Marty Schencke

WAIST WATCHERS

Tuesdays in Citrus East, Movie shorts at 6:45pm,
feature movies start at 7pm. Movie Night runs
Jan - Mar

Thursdays, 10:30am - 12:30pm in the Jeri Miller
Activity Building. Dec - Mar

Nancy McDowell Marcia Hatfield

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:15am in the Hobby House.
Nov- Mar
Jackie Thackery

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:30am, in Citrus West. Cardio
dance. Jan - Mar
Bev Weissinger

Activities

All changes, additions or
corrections to any Activity,
or to join our team.

Contact Lora Davis

activities@travelersrestresort.com
352-584-6377

“Volunteers don't get paid, not
because they're worthless, but
because they're priceless.

~ Sherry Anderson
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DAN AND SHARON ZILE

by Sharon Zile
TR Travel Director

Tomorrow’s the day. As many
travel opportunities as I have
experienced, I still enjoy the
anticipation of a trip, big or small.
On Saturday, Dec. 13, our luxury
Small World Tours bus will be
ready for a 10:45 a.m. departure
from the Busch Hall parking lot
beside the Post Office. TR folks
with reservations for the SunKicks
performance will travel to Hudson
and the Suncoast Broadway Din-
ner Theatre for a spectacular
holiday performance. If you have
areserved seat, but find you cannot
attend, your ticket can be trans-
ferred to a friend, but please give
me a call so the TR bus list will be
accurate, a requirement of the
Florida Dept. of Transportation.
Wewill return to TR by 5 p.m. with
a holly jolly spirit.

It’s still December, but not too
early to make January plans.
On Thursday, Jan. 29, our Small
World Tours bus will pick us up at

9:45 a.m. for a day trip to beautiful
Ocala. We will begin our day with
lunch at the lovely Ivy on the
Square. It’s a charming restaurant
offering southern-inspired cook-
ing in a circa 1890 building. You
make your meal choice as part of
the sign-up process. Entrees
include crispy chicken, hamburger
steak, fried shrimp, chicken salad
on a croissant and a turkey
croissant. The entree options and
sides are listed on the back of the
trip flyer and on the InTouchLink.
Click on TR Travel and scroll
down for the flyer.

After some wonderful home-
made lunches, we are off to the
gorgeous Silver Springs State Park
for a 90-minute private tour on a
glass bottom boat! Glass bottom
boats have wowed visitors to
Silver Springs since the 1870s with
amazing views of underwater life
and the many springs that feed the
Silver River. Native American and
Spanish artifacts can be seen, as
well as abandoned underwater
movie props from the days when
Hollywood productions flourished
in the park. Did you know that the
glass bottom boat was invented at
Silver Springs? In addition to our
boat trip, boardwalks within the
State Park are available for
riverside viewing.

Our Silver Springs Glass
Bottom Boat Day Trip cost is $125
per person and includes bus
transportation with driver gratuity,
lunch and gratuity with a 90-
minute private boat tour. We can
take 52 people on this day trip.

Cost: $125 pp

Tour includes:
* R/T transportation
* Lunch, tax and gratuity
¢ Admission to Silver Springs
* 90 minute private boat tour
* Driver gratuity

SmallWorld Tours and Cruises
3503SmallWorld Drive
Haines City, FL 33844
863-420-0156
www.smallworldtoursandcruises.com
Seller of Travel. Registration #14212

Travelers Rest Travel presents:
Silver Springs Glass Bottom Boat
Jan. 28, 2026

Join us for a wonderful tour to beautiful Ocala! Our day begins
at the charming Ivy on the Square Restaurant for a lovely lunch and
ambience with southern flair. Next, we are off to gorgeous Silver
Springs State Park for a 90-minute private tour on a glass bottom
boat. Glass bottom boats have wowed visitors to Silver Springs since
the 1870s with breathtaking views of underwater life and the many
springs that feed the Silver River.

In fact, the Glass Bottom Boat was invented here. As we tour on
the historic Glass Bottom Boat, you will marvel at the beauty and
sheer size of Mammoth Spring, the river’s head spring. You’ll explore
many other beautiful feeder springs and see countless species of fish,
ancient Native American and Spanish artifacts and even underwater
movie props from the days when Hollywood productions
flourished at the park. Signup today.

52 maximum! Preorder meal required. Activity Level2.

Motor Coach departs from Busch
Hall parking lot at 9:45 a.m. and
returns at 5 p.m.

Make checks payable to

Small World Tours.

No refunds after Thursday,
Jan. 15, 2026.

Contact: Sharon Gilbert Zile
Phone: 740-360-3819

Lot: 2540

Email: sgilbert1081@gmail.com

Make your reservation by mailing
a check payable to Small World
Tours to Sharon Zile at lot 2540.
Do include your meal choice and
phone number for each traveler
with your check. The phone
number is a requirement of the
Florida Dept. of Transportation.
There will be no refunds after Jan.
15, however, the reservation is
transferable.

True travelers always have
more than one destination in the
planning stages and TR travel
directors are no exception. In
February 2024 we were all
disappointed when the Al Capone
Dinner Trip was canceled even
though we had been “promised”
that their reopening date would
accommodate our dinner among
the gangsters. More than a few TR
travelers had even purchased or
created their own 1920s speakeasy
attire. So as your volunteer travel
directors, Dan and Sharon Zile and
Steve and Debi Niles, made it a
priority to find a new venue for a
Speakeasy night out!

The Speakeasy Murder Mys-
tery Dinner Show Trip will be
Friday, Feb. 20, with a cost of $119
per person. If you had reservations
for Al Capone, you have the priv-
ilege of registering first for the
Speakeasy Murder Mystery Din-
ner Show. Get those reservations
in by Jan. 1, when we open the
reservations to ALL TR travelers.
More details in a future 7R Times
article.

Quote: “All journeys have
secret destinations of which the
traveler is unaware.” -Martin Buber

Ivy on The Square
Please choose one entrée
upon sign up.
1. Crispy Chicken: served
with mac and cheese, 2

vegetables, salad, roll and
cornbread.

2.Hamburger Steak: served
with grilled onions and
peppers, choice of baked
potato or mac and cheese or
French fries, salad, roll and
cornbread.
3.Fried Shrimp: served with
choice of baked potato,
macand cheese, or French
fries, salad, roll and cornbread
4. Chicken Salad on a
Croissant: served with French
fries and a salad
5.Turkey Croissant: served
with French fries and a salad
All entreesserved with
dessert and drink.

by Kathy Reimann

Looking for a fun adventure
on a sunny day, then head to
Clermont, Fla. about 45 miles
away via S.R. 50 east to Catboat
Clermont, operated by Catboat
Escapes. They offer a guided tour
on the Clermont Chain of Lakes.

Guests can pilot their own
two-seater catboat but we opted for
the guided tour. We were able to
discover the amber-tinted water,
dangling Spanish moss and local
array of birds and wildlife. The
guide provided information about
the local area, history and wildlife
while navigating through lakes
such as Lake Minnehaha, Lake
Susan, Crescent Lake and Lake
Louisa. The guided tour requires

Submitted by Kathy Reimann

Wolf and Kathy Reimann
enjoy boat ride.

reservations and pricing was two
people, two hours for $220.

Due to rain we did not tour the
historic downtown area but
enjoyed lunch at the Lake Min-
neola Inn Tikki Bar. They offer
great food, friendly service and a
fantastic view of the waterway.

The day definitely received a
five-star rating from Wolf and me.

Good turnout
for the blood drive

by Ken Neer

On Monday, Dec. 1 the first
of two in-season blood drives was
held. Two OneBlood Big Red
Buses were parked alongside the
TR Fire Station from 8 a.m. until
2:30 p.m. collecting much-needed
blood from those willing and able
to give the Gift of Life. Although
not a record-setting drive, it was
none-the-less considered success-
ful for the first, early-season drive
with 35 people boarding a bus and
30 units collected. We have had as
low as 24 units and as high as 37.
Low count occurred during Covid
times with a lower park popula-
tion, and the higher when the first
Monday in December falls later.
This year it was Dec. 1, but next
year it is Dec. 7, which allows
many more who arrive after
Thanksgiving to be here.

Per our OneBlood representa-
tive, the 30 units could benefit up
to 90 people, and the need is such

that the units collected on Dec. 1
would likely be transfused into a
patient within 48 to 72 hours.

Hopefully, by the time you
read this article you have already
enjoyed the comfort of your Blood
Donor sweatshirt and redeemed
your $20 e-Gift card. Also, don’t
forget you can call in using your
barcode unit number and get your
total cholesterol count.

The next in-season blood
drive will be Monday, March 2.
Please mark your calendars, and a
week or so before the drive, set up
an appointment time.

The OneBlood staff, the many
recipients of your generosity and I
would like to extend a sincere
thank you to all who participated,
including the First Responders
who manned the Fire Station and
encouraged all who were able to
give to spend a few minutes
resting, hydrating and snacking.
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William Buczek
William Bunning

\.

Blood Donor Honor Roll

Maria Arce Sean Davis James Matkovich
Robert Barker Randall Doell David Napoletano
David Bass Robert Dunlap Kenneth Neer
Roxanna Bass Deborah Earnest Ruth Reeve
Patricia Beres Lowell Earnest Robert Rubino

Jane Gorden
Kenneth Hankinson

Margaret Cantu Diana Hill Janet Stevens
Michael Craig Debbie Kat Robert Sunde
Susan Craig Dennis Ledbetter Perry Teichert
Daniel Currier Peter Lipka Barry Yingst
Paula Currier Robert Luther

~\

Katherine Shawver
Susan Stahley
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Library News

Garden News

by Amy Peebles

Haveyoueverread abook that
you just wish the story would never
end? If so, we have several book
series in the library that may peak
your reading appetite. Here are just
a few of those series for you to
explore in search of your next
reading adventure.

“The Sanibel Island Myster-
ies” series by Jennifer L. Schiff is
set on Sanibel Island prior to
Hurricane Ian in 2022. The first
book was published in 2017 and
was so successful that the author
decided there were more stories to
tell. To date she has written ten
books in the series, and our library
has the first eight books. She said
that all locations in the book are
actual places or modeled after real
places. The first book in the series
is titled “A Shell of a Problem”
where investigative reporter
Guinivere Jones loses her husband
and job in New England so relo-
cates to Sanibel Island to continue
sleuthing and writing.

“The Bregdan Chronicles”
by Ginny Dye is a series of
21 historical books which takes
place during the Civil War era and
reconstruction. We have the first
five books in the series. The first
book is titled “Storm Clouds
Rolling In” and is about a young
woman who comes of age at the
beginning of the Civil War and her
struggles between Southern
beliefs and the truth she has
discovered. Lots of interesting
reading if you are a Civil War buff.

“The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency” by Scottish author
Alexander McCall Smithisaseries
of 25 novels published between
1998 and 2024. Our library has the
first 18 books in the series which,
according to Wikipedia, focuses on
adetective agency opened by Mma
Precious Ramotswe when she
moves to Botswana and opens her
business. The novels are based
around solving mysteries involv-
ing a revolving cast of characters.
Each book in the series follows the
previous novel.

“The Aubrey-Maturin” series
by Patrick O’Brien are 20 histori-
cal novels that spans the years of
1793 to 1812 during the
Napoleonic Wars and follows
Captain Jack Aubrey and the ship’s
surgeon Stephen Maturin. The first
book, published in 1969, is titled
“Master and Commander” and the
final book was published in 1999.
We have the full set in our library.

For our quilters who enjoy
reading, we have selections for you
as well. One series is author
Jennifer Chiaverini’s “Elm Creek
Quilts” novels, the first book was
published in 1999. There are
21 books in the collection and we
have several of them in our library.
According to Amazon, the novels
explore themes of women’s roles
in history and the present and how
friendship can overcome obsta-
cles. The story begins with the first
book in the series “The Quilter’s
Apprentice,” and introduces
readers to Sylvia Compson, the
owner of Elm Creek Farm and the
last member of the Bergstrom
family. Through the series you will
revisit Sylvia, the many quilters
who stay at Elm Creek Farms and
the ties of friendship that weave
their ways through the series.

“Annies’s Quilted Mystery”
series is what’s known as cozy
mysteries. Quilting is the central
theme in these novels and the two
owners of a quilt store get involved
in mysteries throughout the series
where the women look for clues to
solve the mysteries within old
quilts. These are fun and light-
hearted reads and there are
12 books in the series. We have
several of the books in our library.

Another fun read is “The
Patricia Fisher Cruise Mystery”
series by Steve Higgs. These cozy
mysteries feature a housewife
turned sleuth who solves crimes
from theft to murder aboard a
luxury cruise ship on the high seas.
We have seven books in the eleven
book series.

More recommended books from
the Book Browsers

by Mary Kosbab

“The Henna Artist” by Alka
Joshi - Escaping from an abusive
marriage, 17-year-old Lakshmi
makes her way alone to the vibrant
1950s pink city of Jaipur. There
she becomes the most highly
requested henna artist and confi-
dante to the wealthy women of the
upper class. But trusted with the
secrets of the wealthy, she can
never reveal her own.

“A Woman of No Importance:
The Untold Story of the American
Spy Who Helped Win World War
II” by Sonia Purnell - Based on
new and extensive research, Sonia
Purnell has for the first time
uncovered the full secret life of
Virginia Hall. It is an astounding
and inspiring story of heroism,
spycraft, resistance and personal
triumph over shocking adversity.
“A Woman of No Importance” is
the breathtaking story of how one
woman's fierce persistence helped
win the war.

“No.1 Ladies Detective
Agency” by Alexander McCall
Smith - This first novel in Alexan-
der McCall Smith’s widely
acclaimed “The No. 1 Ladies
Detective Agency” series tells the
story of the delightfully cunning
and enormously engaging Pre-
cious Ramotswe, who is drawn to
her profession to “help people with
problems in their lives.”

“The Covenant of Water” by
Abraham Verghese - From The

New York Times bestselling
author of “Cutting for Stone”
comes a stunning and magisterial
epic of love, faith and medicine,
set in Kerala, South India, follow-
ing three generations of a family
seeking the answers to a strange
secret.

“The Bittlemores” by Jann
Orden - Written with Jann’s
trademark outrageous humor and
full of her down-to-earth wisdom,
“The Bittlemores” is a rural
fairytale, a coming-of-age story
and a prairie mystery all in one,
saturated with her observations of
the world she grew up in and her
deep connection to the animals we
exploit. This marvel of a first novel
digs into how people come to be
so cruel, but it also glories in the
miracle of human kindness.

Photo by Randy Doell
CENTURY PLANT

by Nancy McDowell

Once in a 100 years. Inquiring
minds want to know, what exactly
is a “Century Plant?” A couple of
our residents posted photos on
Facebook this spring of Century
Plants found here in TR. It got me
wondering...what is this plant?
Here is what I found out.

The Succulent Alley website
states “[t]he century plant, other-
wise known as the Agave
americana, is a plant that blooms
only once in its life. The botanical
term for this phenomenon is mono-
carpic.” Monocarpic...sounds
lonely. But first, let us delve into
that part of the name “century” that
is so intriguing.

Does this plant actually only
bloom after 100 years of its life?

No, but to gardeners, it must feel
that way. Such an “impatiens”
bunch we are. (Pun intended!) The
Century Plant will not blossom
until at least 10 years of age and,
as Succulent Alley says, “before
they hit the big 30.” Imagine wait-
ing 10, 20, maybe even 30 years
before a plant flowers.

Then there is the monocarpic
part of its DNA. Mono, of course,
means one, singular or sole. Look
at me, knowing Greek! Carpic
roughly translates to fruit or fruit
bearing. Monocarpic is a plant that
bears fruit once in its lifetime then
sadly dies. Succulent Alley adds
that evidence of a bloom indicates
the start of a monocarpic plant’s
demise. This is sounding more and
more like a Greek tragedy.

Is there any way to save a
monocarpic plant from death after
it blooms? Succulent Alley says
that the Americana agave will have
a main, or “mother,” stalk that will
bloom. Once that occurs, smaller
“pups” can grow from the plant,
keeping the plant alive post-
bloom. Can you imagine waiting
another 10,20, 30 years for another
bloom? Cutting the mother stalk,
the largest of any stalk on the plant,
will not save it; it just delays the
inevitable.

It does seem all this doom and
gloom are not suitable for aholiday
season, but there is also beauty and
amazement to be found at the end
of this plant’s life cycle. These
plants can grow to a tremendous
size as witnessed throughout our

park. Within TR you can spot these
at various residents’ yards and
around the golf course.

Fun fact, the Century Plant is
part of the Asparagus Family.
Nummy.

If you come take a stroll
through the Lake Margaret Garden
you may not see a Century Plant,
but you will see the result of hard
work our volunteers have been
completing.

Please note, there will be no
Holiday/Christmas Stroll this year,
but bring a cup of eggnog down
and stroll through your decorated
Garden.

Upcoming TR Garden events:
January 2026, Activities Show-
case.

Photo by Marijo Noll
Nancy McDowell with Century
Plant on TR Golf Course.

Birding Activity

by Tom Butler

Warblers everywhere!
Chances are that you have seen
many different warblers in our
beautiful park but did not realize
what you were seeing. Warblers
in the U.S. are referred to as Wood
Warblers while European Warblers
are classified as Old-World War-
blers. There are 52 different Wood
Warblers found in our country so
if you watch birds, I know you
must have seen a few. How many
have you seen?

Warblers are generally
four-inch or five-inch songbirds
that are migratory by nature. They
will travel from Canada to South
America in some cases. [ certainly
am happy that many stop in our
neck of the woods. The songs can
be heard everywhere. Open the
eBird app and listen to these
beautiful birds sing. It won’t take
long before you recognize their
songs in the wild.

I want to begin with what I
believe is the most common Wood
Warbler seen at Travelers Rest —
the Palm Warbler. Now remember
that warblers are insect eaters and
therefore are constantly on the
move. A stationary warbler is a
hungry bird! You can find these
birds in grassy areas near the water,
shrubs or trees chasing bugs of any
description. Look for olive-brown
upperparts and yellow underparts,
especially under the tail which will
be constantly bobbing up and
down. This will be the defining
characteristic that separates the

Photo by Tom Butler

PALM WARBLER

Palm Warbler species from most
others.

While there are over
52 species of Wood Warblers, we
are fortunate that 36 of these
species visit Florida. According to
my eBird list at least 18 of these
Warblers have visited Travelers
Rest. I have no doubt that many
others have visited without being
recorded. Get out there and start
looking. Maybe you can add a
species to the list.

A short list of visiting warblers
includes Yellow-throated, Yellow-

rumped, Black and White, North-
ern Parula, Ovenbird, Pine, Prairie,
American Redstart, Blackburnian,
Worm-eating and Cape May, to
mention a few.

There are others waiting to be
identified so grab those binoculars
and go for a walk. Younever know
who or what you’re going to see.
Itjust mightbe anew visitor. Don’t
feel bad if you can’t identify every
bird you see. That just means you
haven’treached “Bird Nerd” status
quite yet — keep working. Good
luck!


https://www.facebook.com/Treasuredfriendsgifts/
https://www.chrisaccompany.com
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TR Pickleball

by Nancy McDowell

Mark your calendars. Our
annual club meeting is set for
Wednesday, Jan. 7 at 3 p.m. in the
Snack Shack Pavilion. There is a
rain date of Monday, Jan. 12 same
place/time. Please bring a bever-
age and some yummy finger food
to share.

Dues will be collected at that
meeting; cash or check accepted.
If you expect to be playing with us
more than three weeks, please
contribute to the dues fund. It helps
towards new balls, court repairs
and new windscreens, et cetera.
Speaking of new balls, they are in
and being used on our courts.

Round Robins/Jams will start
the second week in January. Tues-
days are designated for advanced
players, and Fridays are for
intermediate and beginner compe-
titions. You will need to use the
Swish app in order to participate
in any of the jams. Download the
Swish app and see me for the join
code.

Schedules are posted at
the Tweener Deck, the lower
courts, our Bulletin Board in
Busch Hall, the Post Office and on
our TR Pickleball Facebook page.
InTouch provides daily schedules
as well.

See you on the courts!

Photo by Nancy McDowell
TWEENER DECK

Which
body are
you?

by Jeri Miller

Reprinted from The TR Times
archives.

Jeri Miller, TR’s activity
coordinator and a columnist for
The TR Times for many, many,
many years was fond of including
this story in at least one of her
columns each season. The moral
of the story is that volunteers who
take initiative are always needed
in the myriad of activities that TR
residents enjoy.

There once were four people
named Everybody, Somebody,
Anybody and Nobody. An
important job had to be done, and
Everybody was sure that Some-
body would do it. Anybody could
have done it, but Nobody did it.
Somebody got angry about that,
because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought Anybody
could do it and that Somebody
would do it. But Nobody realized
that Everybody thought Somebody
would do it. It ended up that
Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody
could have done.

Ladies Golf League

by Kathy Reimann
Wednesday, Dec. 3

Wednesday we had 20 golfers
and welcomed four new members.
So excited to see so many new
faces enjoying this game of golf.

Low Handicap Gross

Harrison, Shirley..........cccoe...... 36
Peet, Maureen ..............ccuu..... 37
English, Hazel............cccccee.. 37
Low Handicap Net

Bjorgen, Jean..........cccoeuvevennens 33
Reimann, Kathy .............coo..... 34
Gould, Lorraine........................ 35

Congratulations to Shirley
Harrison one of our new players
shooting an impressive score of 36.

Thank you to Maureen Peet
who will be heading up our Ladies

Fun Day in March.

High handicap Gross

Smith, Val.....c.cccocnnininnnn 46
Swartz, Barb.........ccccccevvevueennenn. 49
High Handicap Net
McWilliams, Bev ... 38
Person, Kelly......ccoooeeveriievennnns 39

Men’s Golf League

by Barry English
Thursday, Dec. 4

We had 26 players for our third week of men's league and some
good scores. Our year end out of park excursion has been booked for
Sherman Hills on Wednesday, March 11. More details to follow.

Low Handicap (0-8)

Low Gross

Ken Person........cocovvveeeeeennnn... 35
Ralph Smith .......cccooeieiis 35
Terry Oliver.......ccooeeveiieeiennns 35
Low Net

Ken Neer.....occcooovvevvveeveeennnnnn. 30
Stan MacPhee.........c..cccoveene... 30
Jay Jager.....cccooveeviiniiiiiinis 31
Closest to pin #5:

Jim Prasch......ccoovvvieiiiinnn, 10°3”

Birdies

Ken Person, Dave Kat,

Rob Prophet, Terry Oliver,
Ken Lasure.

High Handicap (9+)

Low Gross

Wolf Reimann ...........cccceeeeee.. 42
John Delaney.........cccccevvvrvenen. 43
Low Net

Bob Luther.......cooevvveevieinnnnn.. 31
Dave Watson .......ccccceeevevennnee... 35
Closest to # 3:

Dick Myles.......ccccovvvenennen. 20°2”


https://www.hiddencreekgolfcarts.com
https://seebetterflorida.com/
https://www.allcoastroofingllc.com
https://www.papajoes.org/
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The little white Christmas tree

recycles joy

from The TR Times 2014 archive

Editor s note: Elaine Morgan was
a longtime resident at TR until
2024.

by Elaine Morgan

During the early 1970s,
Hallmark decided to annually
issue a white Christmas ornament
which was decorated with a picture
of an angel. As my collection
began to grow and I began to look
forward to seeing the different
annual angel, I decided to purchase
a small white artificial tree dedi-
cated to these ornaments. Faith-
fully the newest ornament was
always purchased. Time passed
and since the collection had grown
considerably, a new way of dis-
playing them came to be. Needless
to say, the small white tree was
boxed up and stored away.

In 2006, we purchased our
Trophy park model and saw our
2002 Airstream become home to
another. Now we had room to bring
our small white tree from New
Jersey to Florida. Due to limited
storage, the Christmas angel orna-
ment collection remained at home.

Of course, we needed lights.
The good old days made the white

strings we needed, but the plugs
did not connect with each other.
All the plugs had to originate from
the wall outlet. Gold bells, the
12 days of Christmas, white and
gold strands of beads and a gold
star now decorated our tree. Our
home welcomed Christmas as we
looked upon this tree and remem-
bered years past.

Having the need for a different
source of heat, a new Duraflame
heater was purchased and it was
placed in the spot where the tree
usually stood on its tripod table.

What to do now? The tree was
donated to the Christmas Decorat-

Obituary submission
The TR Times includes obit-
uaries of former residents in its
various issues. Please submit
your obituaries to the newspaper
at thetrtimes@gmail.com.

ing Committee which placed it
outside the TR Office door wel-
coming everyone. As the decora-
tions were being taken down and
stored away, the little white tree
was taken to the dumpster. Felix
and Joanne Olshefski spotted itand
brought it home to their lot.
Coincidentally, they live directly
across the street from us. So, I got
to see my tree again. The tree had
a home at the Olshefski’s during
the winter months but they too
decided to discard it. Clint and
Gladys Taylor, also neighbors,
decided they would rescue the tree
and used it in the Christmas Parade
atop their golf cart. They decorated
it with lights and beads and the tree
showed itself off to everyone.
Denise Anderson said she loved
that tree and hoped that she could
have it when the Taylors didn’t
need it anymore. The Andersons
live right around the corner from
me, so if they put it near a window,
I’ll get to reminisce again about
this small white tree that is over
40 years old. Here’s to recycling.
It keeps bringing joy to many for
many years.

Answers to Trivia Night
1.“Back to the Future”
2.“Bonaza”

3. The Everly Brothers
4. Tonto

5. Fax machine

Classifieds

Apple iPhone 12 Mini with

cord, plug and cover. $250.

17-35 Sharon Cook
813-956-7977

Classified ad submission

Ads are due the Friday before
the paper is published. Provide
item name, along with a short
description, the asking price, your
name and lot number.

Send your information to
thetrtimes@gmail.com.

Photographers

needed

The TR Times is in need of
additional experienced photogra-
phers who are able to photograph
special events around the park.
Photographers are given assign-
ments thatinclude the day, date and
time of an event, as well as the
number of photos needed and the
deadline by which photos need to
be submitted to the paper. Photos
are edited by newspaper staff.

Photos must be submitted in
full resolution via email and names
are required for all photos with
people.

If interested please contact
The TR Times via email at
thetrtimes@gmail.com or phone
352-588-4993.

LooKing Back

by Nan Lance
30 Years Ago - 1995

* Tapes for Carillon are sought. Travelers Rest Church
Association Memorial Fund asks for tapes or cash to
purchase tapes as a gift in honor or memory of a loved
one or any other special occasion.

* Luminaria at Christmas Time. At Travelers Rest for the
10th consecutive year, we will enjoy the luminaria
around Mirror Lake on Christmas Eve.

* Publicity Brochures, with a letter enclosed, were
assembled and mailed to 24,600 Airstream Motorhome

owners.
20 Years Ago - 2005

* Good news continues at the Resident-Board-
Management Meeting. The TR Corporation is in a good
financial position. The Citrus Center addition and
repairs to the golf course greens are major budgeted
expenses. Future plans include the sewer plant upgrade,
Busch Hall renovations and repaving park roads.

* So, why Ham Radio? When the 9/11 tragedy struck New
York City, ham radio volunteers helped police, fire
department, Red Cross and other emergency response
teams fill the void when they could not communicate
with each other as they had no common radio channels.
They also helped New Orleans in the aftermath of

Hurricane Rita.
10 Years Ago - 2015

* Mexican music filled Busch Hall on Sunday night.
The Mariachi Invasor de Mexico Mariachi Band
brought Busch Hall to life Sunday night with
their spirited Mexican music and dance.

* Guantenamera or One-Ton-of-Metal?

Margaret Emmetts recalls a time when her
8th grade students took Spanish and some

misinterpreted the song title.

» Maintenance comes to the rescue. Broken glass
scattered far and wide in The TR Times’ office after a glass desk
shattered when no one was present. Maintenance made five wooden
desk tops to replace all the tops to prevent a recurrence of the event.

Support
all our
TR Times
Advertisers
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EARLY DETECTION
SAVES LIVES.

Preventive screenings can help you maximize your health care by catching
diseases early and avoid major health issues. Whether it’s a routine physical
in your 20s, a mammogram in your 40s, or a colonoscopy in your 50s, there’s
something everyone should make a priority.

Visit us online to learn more or to set up an appointment.
(®) YourCareYourNetwork.com
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https://www.adventhealth.com/hospital/adventhealth-dade-city

