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Activity Reminders

Monday, Jan. 19,  
3 p.m., Busch Hall 

Front Porch

People and Places . . . Chapter 3
Ohio State Highway Patrol 

aviator Bill Watkins

Photo  by Pam Watkins
Bill Watkins with a Cessna 172. Both the Cessna 172 and 182 
were regularly used in traffic enforcement.

by Margaret Emmetts 
and Pam Watkins

“If you can dream it, you can 
do it.” Bill Watkins took Walt 
Disney’s core message regarding 
goals and ambition to heart when 
he first sought his private pilot’s 
license while also serving in the 
Ohio State Highway Patrol 
(OSHP). His dream was to join the 
OSHP’s elite Aviation Section. 
Out of the approximately 1,600 
troopers in Ohio, only 11 are 
assigned to the Aviation Section 
and Watkins longed to be part of 
that unit. Once that goal was 
attained, he continued setting 
aviation career goals earning his 
commercial and instrument flight 
ratings. Additionally, earning his 
certified flight instructor rating 
allowed him to train other OSHP 
pilots and teach at the Ohio State 
University Flight School. Watkins 
also dreamed of earning the highly 
sought-after helicopter rating. He 
shared that he credits hard work 
and dedication to achieve all of his 
dreams before retirement.

Watkins joined OSHP in the 
early 70s. OSHP troopers who 
graduate from the Patrol Academy 
are assigned to field training 
officers to round out the basic 
training before being released to 
work alone. Bill was assigned to a 
Patrol Post west of Columbus, 
Ohio. There he met his training 
officer Trooper Steve Stevenson. 
The two soon became best friends.

In 1977, both Watkins and 
Stevenson became interested in 
learning how to fly. Their start into 
this dream came when a local 
airport offered a free introductory 
flight ground school. Their in-
flight training was completed by 
Lt. Jim Heddleston, another 
trooper and good friend who hap-
pened to serve as the commander 
for OSHP’s Aviation Section. 
Heddleston encouraged both new 
pilots to accrue the hours and 
experience necessary to someday 
join the Aviation Section as posi-
tions became available.                   

Watkins frequently rented an 
airplane and logged flight hours on 
his days off. One of those flights 
included a date with Pam, a new 
OSHP communications techni-
cian. Bill impressed her with a 
flight to a local airport for lunch 
and what is humorously called the 
$100 hamburger. They were 
married just six months later and 
Stevenson served as the best man. 
On the weekends Watkins 
continued to build flight hours and 
increase his flight experience. 
During the next few years, he 
diligently patrolled the roads in his 
cruiser while dreaming of some-
day flying airplanes for the Patrol.

Watkins was finally assigned 
to the elite Aviation Section in 
1983. OSHP pilots are an “integral 
part of the Patrol’s efforts to reduce 
traffic fatalities” through speed 
evaluation allowing pilots to 
observe and select “more aggres-
sive driving violations” according 
to OSHP’s website. While flying 
for OSHP, pilots perform a variety 
of aviation services including 
“traffic enforcement, search 
assistance, aerial photography, 
evidence relays and marijuana 
detection” as outlined by OSHP. 
He enjoyed his duties in the air, 
however, flying depends strongly 
on good weather conditions 

because OSHP pilots use VFR or 
visual flight rules. Fog, strong 
winds or ice will ground the planes. 
On these days, Bill returned to the 
road for highway patrol.

Eventually, Watkins earned 
his commercial, instrument and 
instructor ratings. He performed 
flight evaluations of prospective 
OSHP pilots including the first 
female trooper to ever be assigned 
to the Patrol’s Aviation Section. 
He performed their biannual flight 
reviews and also trained OSHP 
pilots to earn their instrument 
ratings. For a short time on his days 
off, he was an instructor at the 
Ohio State University Flight 
School. He recalls that one of the 
fun aspects of teaching new pilots 
is the “shirt cutting” ceremony 
after a student’s first solo flight. 
Instructors ceremoniously cut the 
pilot’s shirt tails off to symbolize 
their earned independence. It 
demonstrates both student and 
instructor success.

Out of the 11 troopers 
assigned to the Aviation Section, 
only five were trained as helicopter 
pilots. In 1994, one of the positions 
became available and Watkins was 
selected to attend the Bell Training 
Academy in Ft. Worth, Texas. He 
soloed in a Bell 206 Jet- Ranger 
after only six hours of instruction. 
Following the completion of his 
six-week training, Watkins 
returned to the Aviation Section 
and added helicopter duties to his 
list of responsibilities. His new 
duties included transporting the 

Ohio governor and state digni-
taries to and from various events 
and escorting presidential motor-
cades during Ohio visits. These 
were some of the highlights of his 
career.

Watkins had the privilege of 
witnessing many changes in his 
field during his tenure at the Avia-
tion Section. He saw ongoing 
expansion in the style of aircraft 
used in the fleet from single to 
complex to twin engine planes, and 
he was one of the first pilots to use 
FLIR (forward-looking infrared) 
technology installed in dedicated 
aircraft for use in search and 
rescue. Today, OSHP pilots use 
thermal imaging and can commu-
nicate directly and quickly with 
officers on the ground as opposed 
to a slower chain of communica-
tion.

Bill retired from the Aviation 
Section in 1999 with 12,500 flight 
hours in various aircrafts. He went 
on to further serve the State of Ohio 
in a civilian capacity for 10 more 
years, first as OSHP crime-scene 
photographer, and later as the fleet 
garage manager for the Depart-
ment of Public Safety. He is proud 
of his 35-year career working with 
a premier law enforcement agency 
and its many dedicated troopers, 
but he especially values his time 
with the Aviation Section. In his 
words, “The more I learned about 
aviation, the more I wanted to 
know.” He believes that Disney’s 
thought on ambition is actually 
more than a dream. It is about 
goals, hard work and the dedicated 
drive to achieve success.

Photo by Pam Watkins

Watkins typically piloted a Bell 206 JetRanger while  
attending special events, transporting dignitaries and 
assisting with searches.

Submitted by Pam Watkins

Bill Watkins is no longer the 
“bear in the air,” but the   
“bun master” for the Monday 
crew in the Snack Shack.

Notice
The correct

email to contact
 The TR Times.

thetrtimes@gmail.com

Busch Hall Sunday 
Night presents
Headin’ South on stage Sunday, 
Jan. 19 at 7 p.m. in Busch Hall. 
See Page 2.

Tuesday Night Movie
See “Napoleon” Tuesday, Jan. 
20, at 6:45 p.m. in Citrus East. 
See Page 2.

Friday Night Dance
Rock with the Travelaires 
tonight, Jan. 16 at 7 p.m. in 
Busch Hall. See Page 2.

Coffee Seminar
Katherine Shawver discusses 
the Wednesday Concert Series 
on Thursday, Jan. 22 at 8 a.m. 
in Busch Hall. See Page 8.

Coffee Seminar
Danielle Lee, Hugh Embry 
Library, 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 8 a.m.

  in Busch Hall. See Page 5.

Were you married in 
1976?
Do you want to celebrate your 
Golden Anniversary with the 
Travelaires Orchestra? Return 
your registration form to The 
TR Times by Friday, Jan. 30. 
See Page 2.

The TR Talent Show
Deadline to register to perform 
in this annual show is Wednes-
day, Feb. 18. See Page 2.

mailto:thetrtimes@gmail.com
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by Katherine Shawver
Please join us Sunday, Jan. 18 

at 7 p.m. in Busch Hall  when we 
welcome the Headin’ South Band 
to the Doug Pedersen Stage.

The band members are all 
professional musicians who love 
what they do and look forward to 
providing quality live entertain-
ment.

They will play a large variety 
of music including country, rock, 
originals and popular cover songs.

Come for the Ice Cream Social 
from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. followed 
by announcements  and the show 
at 7 p.m.

by Cherie Richman
Calling all those talented 

people in TR! This is your time to 
shine. The Annual Talent Show is 
just around the corner on Sunday, 
March 8. Let’s make it unforget-
table!

Whether you’re a solo act or 
in a group, we can’t wait to see 
your creativity in action. Don’t let 
your talent go unseen. Register 
today and prepare to dazzle your 
friends, family and neighbors in 
one of the most attended shows in 
TR.  

To make the process smooth, 
please complete the registration 

form below. Provide a brief 
description of your act and any 
technical requirements, such as 
microphones or specific audio 
needs. The first 15 registration 
forms to be received will be in the 
show. Each act will have a time 
limit of 5 minutes. Submit only one 
form per act to allow for as many 
performers as possible.

Please return your entry form 
to Cherie Richman at lot12-04 by 
Wednesday, Feb. 18. For any 
questions, contact our event 
director Cherie Richman at 
860-268-8627 or talentintr@g-
mail.com.  

Talent Show volunteers are 
needed. We need your help to make 
this year's event a spectacular 
success. We are looking for people 
who can commit a few hours on 
the evening of the event and during 
rehearsals. No special skills are 
required for most roles, just a 
positive attitude and a willingness 
to give back to our vibrant commu-
nity.

We have a range of volunteer 
opportunities to fit different skills 
and schedules. 

Stage and Sound Booth Crew: 
Help with set changes, lighting and 
sound to keep the show running 
smoothly. 

Performer Relations:  Assist 
performers with check-in, dressing 
room assignments and general 
questions. 

Door Greeters:  Greet guests 
at the door and hand out programs. 

Setup and teardown:  assist 
with preparing the venue before 
the show and cleaning up after-
ward.
To join us behind the scenes and 
help us put on the best show yet, 
just send an email to totalentin-
tr@gmail.com to express your 
interest and let us know what you 
would like to do.  

For any questions, please 
contact our event director Cherie 
Richman at 860-268-8627 or 
talentintr@gmail.com.  

TR Talent Show

by Pat Daubenmier
The Travelaires will be 

presenting their first dance of the 
season, Friday, Jan. 16,  7 to 9 p.m. 
in Busch Hall. It has been tradition 
for the first dance to have a ‘50s/
’60s theme and tonight is no 
exception. You're invited to look 
the part with your poodle skirts, 
ponytails, rolled-up jeans or 
slicked-back hair. Everyone is 
welcome to bring their own snacks, 
but please remember to take your 
leftovers home, since there is no 
weekend trash service. For 
newcomers to the park,  the music 
gives ballroom dancers a chance 
to glide around the floor, for line 
dancers to get some steps in, for 
twisters to twist again like you did 
last summer, for jitterbuggers to 
cut a rug and for the rest to wiggle 
around and have some fun. There 
is no admission charge, but dona-
tions are accepted. 

Calling 
all 

dancers

by Pat Daubenmier 
Are you celebrating your    

50th wedding anniversary in 
2026? 

If so, you have an opportunity 
to be recognized for this milestone 
in The TR Times and at the Friday, 
Feb. 13 Dance in Busch Hall, 7 to 
9 p.m., sponsored by the Trave-
laires.

Couples wishing to partici-
pate should complete the form 
below and return it by the deadline 
listed. A TR Times representative 
will contact you for publication 
information and to schedule your 
photograph. A member of the 
Dance Committee will follow up 
with event details.

The Dance Committee will 
need to know how many guests 

each couple plans to invite. There 
is a limit of two tables or 18 guests 
total. Couples may choose to dec-
orate their own table or sit at a 
pre-decorated table. Tables will be 
reserved with the couple’s name 
and located near the stage in Busch 
Hall. As with other dance events, 
guests may bring their own snacks; 
however, electricity is not avail-
able at the tables for Crock-Pots, 
food warmers, etc. Please remem-
ber to take all leftovers home as 
there is no weekend trash service.

Each couple will be individu-
ally recognized during the 
evening. Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to celebrate your Golden 
Anniversary with fellow TR 
residents and friends.

Golden Anniversary 
celebrants

Tuesday Night Movies

by Nancy McDowell
Assuming we still have audio 

working, the movie on Tuesday, 
Jan. 20, in Citrus East at 7 p.m.,will 
be “Napoleon.” Finally!

This feature stars Joaquin 
Phoenix and was directed by 

Ridley Scott. The movie is based 
on Napoleon’s life as he rises to 
power and on his relationship with 
his wife, Josephine.

If there is a change to this 
schedule, an announcement will be 
made at the Sunday Night Ice 
Cream Social and again on 
Facebook.

Donations for movies and 
popcorn are always appreciated; 
they help keep this activity vital in 
our community. Do not forget to 
bring a comfy chair.

THE HEADING SOUTH BAND

https://leereedinsurance.com/


Travelers Rest ResortThe TR Times Friday, January 16, 2026 3

Briefings from the Board

DEBORAH MAY

by Deborah May, President
Change can be a verb or noun. 

As a verb it means: 
 1. make (someone or some-

thing) different; alter or modify; 
2. turn or convert (something) 

from one state, form, or substance 
into another. 
As a noun: 

 1. an act or process through 
which something becomes 
different; 

2. An alteration or modifica-
tion. 

Change in life is hard. The 
older we get the more resistant we 
are to change. One of the hardest 
changes for the older generation is 
dealing with change as a result of 
electronics. I call my nephew when 
I need help with a new TV or my 
computer, etc. Having not grown 
up in the computer generation, it 
is often harder for many of us to 
adapt to changes in computer 
systems, the new TVs and even our 
phones can be a challenge when 
we get a new one. But to survive, 
we have to accept changes and 
move on with our lives. Sometimes 
I think our animals accept change 
better than we do. 

There have been a great many 
changes here at Travelers Rest 
Resort in the last six months. A new 
General Manager,  a new IT 
Vendor, several other new vendors 
and changes in the office are just a 
few. As we move forward, increas-
ing our use of electronics, there 
will be more changes to come. 
Travelers Rest must move forward 
with change if we want to be able 
to compete in the RV Resort mar-
ketplace. Because TR is a 55+ 
community, there will always be 
changes in residents. Older indi-
viduals leaving and younger ones 
moving in. With a new generation 
moving in, changes in what they 
want to see and do will be different 
than the older generations. Travel-
ers Rest must be willing to accom-
modate both the new and the old. 
However, being mindful of what 
the people on Golf View want to 
do when they come here for a few 

weeks in the winter is also 
important to our growth. 

Electric-Assisted Bicycles 
(E-Bikes) are becoming extremely 
popular with the residents and 
visitors. Change in polices is an 
on-going procedure because of the 
change in the way Travelers Rest 
does things. One new policy 
C2010 deals with Electric-As-
sisted Bicycles. 

There are five areas dealt with 
under this policy:  

l. Operation on TR roads. 
2. Speed and Safe Conduct. 
3. Age of Operators. 
4. Lighting and Visibility. 
5. Parking and Storage. 
There has also been a change 

in the Skirting Policy (D6265A). 
Letters will be going out shortly to 
those residents that will be 
required to skirt their units. TR will 
give residents a year to complete 
the requirement. The previous 
policy required all RVs on blocks 
to be fully shirted. That has not 
changed. White commercially 
manufactured vinyl skirting is 
required for all HUD and ANSI 

units. RVs that are shirted may 
have commercially manufactured 
color vinyl skirting to complement 
the RV. Painting skirting to match 
or compliment is not acceptable. 
Color must be approved by 
management prior to installation. 
Any unit that has a screen or 
enclosed room added must be fully 
skirted. No lattice is permitted for 
skirting units.

Changes occur not only 
because of electronic updates or 
new equipment, but often because 
of human behavior. Negative 
behavior will often force the 
governing body to make changes 
in the rules and regulations. As the 
saying goes for every action there 
is a reaction. Often changes in the 
park are a result of input by 
residents. The crosswalks that 
were added on 1st Street this last 
year were a request by residents. 
This is a change that residents must 
think about when driving down the 
road and stop for pedestrians 
needing to cross. Pedestrians have 
the right-of-way at the crosswalks. 

There is no end to change in 
our life. From birth to death, we 
are always undergoing change. In 
our daily life, change is a constant 
factor. How we accept change 
affects our outlook on life. I am not 
advocating that all change is good. 
Some changes I don’t like or agree 
with, but our long-term survival 
depends on our willingness to 
change and adapt. “The only way 
to make sense out of change is to 
plunge into it, move with it and 
join the dance.” – Alan Watts 

Jam’s high energy notes heard near peaceful Lake 
Margaret.  

Photo by Laurie Collins

From the Manager’s Desk
with Pam Watkins

General Manager Chad 
Barber now has a few months of 
experience sitting behind the 
manager’s desk. While fulfilling 
his day-to-day responsibilities, he 
has made it a priority to get to know 
residents and guests. He says those 
connections are happening in 
many ways — from greeting 
people as they come in and out of 
the office, attending Resident 
Forums and stopping to say hello 
to folks as he is out and about in 
the park. Barber enjoys getting out 
and about; he loves the beautiful, 
serene setting and shares that TR 
“is truly a slice of heaven.” 

In addition to getting to know 
the community during the past few 
months, Barber is also familiariz-
ing himself with the inner work-
ings of the park. He enjoys 
projects, most recently the work 
on the office computer systems 
including updates to InTouchLink. 
He is looking forward to adding 
the Maintenance Department to 
the system. Altogether, he believes 
“it will streamline processes, 
increase efficiency and ultimately, 
create a better, more open line of 
communication.”

Several updates are already 
helping operations run more 
smoothly by minimizing some 
redundancy and unnecessary tasks 

including aspects of the new reser-
vation system. Looking ahead, 
Barber expects that our short-term 
RV visitors will have the ability to 
register online for future stays.

As shared in the Jan. 5 
Resident Forum, Barber and staff 
encountered a couple of glitches 
while rolling out the 2025-26 TR 
Directory. These glitches were 
quickly identified and ironed out, 
and an updated addendum was 
distributed to residents in their 
mailboxes last week.

When asked if he has received 
any feedback from the community, 
Barber shares that yes, he has, and 
for the most part it has been 
constructive and helpful. He 
appreciates the passion that resi-
dents have for TR.

TR has undergone many 
changes in the past few years and 
as the only constant is change, 
more are expected. Barber hopes 
to remain closely connected to the 
community as we continue to 
grow. He believes an open mind 
and willingness to embrace change 
are key. “Each new day brings new 
opportunities,” he said, “but 
sometimes those opportunities are 
disguised as challenges. My plan 
is to move forward with an open 
mind, an open heart and remain 
operating with the utmost 
integrity.”

by Dan Zile
WBOYMQ

Have you ever wondered how 
you would contact relatives if your 
cell phone didn’t work, you had no 
Internet and no power here at 
Travelers Rest? The answer is: 
contact your TR Amateur Radio 
Club (TR-ARC) at the Communi-
cations Center. The Communica-
tions Center, a small block build-
ing, is located behind the Hobby 
House. I  know you are now 
wondering how will the Amateur 
Radio Club be able to help?

During emergencies is when 
the Amateur Radio Club becomes 
the communications backbone for 
the park employees and residents. 
The club members have the 
capabilities to communicate 
locally, regionally and nationally. 
I know you are now wondering 
how do we do this? Well, it’s done 
using radios, antennas, solar 
battery power and sometimes 
generators. During a power 
emergency the Amateur Radio 

folks can use their backup battery 
power and solar panels to keep it 
charged. The park-provided gener-
ator will eventually be connected 
to provide power to the Communi-
cations Center and the Hobby 
House for the duration of the 
emergency. 

The equipment in the Com-
munications Center is required to 
be operated by a licensed amateur 
radio operator and is capable of 
communicating with many differ-
ent agencies. Communications all 
along the west coast of Florida, 
throughout the state, region and 
nationally can also be monitored. 
Communication with email over 
the radio waves is a new technol-
ogy recently installed in the 
Communications Center and 
would be available to TR residents 
in the event of a disaster.

While the TR Amateur Radio 
Club is a hobby, we are continually 
improving the different ways we 
can communicate in an emergency 
and become an integral part of the 
TR park operations. In the last year 
and when the Internet is available, 
the club has experimented with a 
new (to us) form of communica-
tion called DMR (Digital Mobile 
Radio). With DMR we can 
communicate around the park, plus 
state-wide and nationally. It seems 
to be working out very well.

If you have any interest in 
becoming part of this organization 
or are just interested in seeing the 
Communications Center, contact 
Dan Zile,  club president at 
618-954-8550.

TR Amateur Radio
communications

Celebrating 50 years

https://seebetterflorida.com/
https://ronniescarpets.com/
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The Servant’s Plow

CHAPLAIN ANTHONY SHIPE
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Choir Rehearsal
Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 8:45 a.m.

Bernie Gutridge
Sunday Service
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Hymn Sing 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Anthony Shipe  
Holy Communion
First Sunday of the month.

The TR Times
Vision Statement

To be a trusted source of information for the TR Community.

Mission Statement
To promote activities and events, recognize achieve-

ments, encourage resident support of our advertisers and 
report topics of interest in a manner that positively supports 

the TR Community.

by Margaret Emmetts
You might be curious about 

how The TR Times came to be. 
Back in the day, we had a             
TR resident named Ruth Wirtz-
Howes. At the time, a typewritten 
mimeographed one to three page 
newsletter called The Tread Mark 
was distributed weekly to the 
residents.

Howes was a retired profes-
sional newspaper editor from 
Ohio. She had a better idea. She 
thought TR should have a weekly 

“newspaper.” Together with Henry 
O’Pry, a retired printer, they 
proposed the idea to the Board. 
Approval was granted with the 
understanding that the paper 
would be self-sustaining and that 

 Welcome to 2026 and another 
opportunity.  

Each new year seems to bring 
with i t  new challenges and 
opportunities. Wonder what they 
will be this year. Sometimes the 
opportunities and challenges are 
welcome and sometimes not. 
However, as the saying goes, 
“When life brings you lemons, 
make lemonade.”

We hope all your opportuni-
ties and challenges this year will 
be good ones, opportunities for 
you to shine and chances for you 
to try new things and broaden your 

horizons. Are there activities 
offered each week that you have 
always wanted to try? Perhaps you 
should write them into your sched-
ule to see if they are to your liking.

If, perchance, this year’s 
opportunity is one that is less than 
welcome, you know that you have 
lots of friends here at TR to give 
you moral support.

We hope that 2026 will be a 
good year for everyone; a year that 
is filled with good times, good 
friends, good health and wonderful 
opportunities. mre

by Chaplain Anthony Shipe
The voice of God

If God still speaks, one of the 
first questions we tend to ask is: 
Why doesn’t He text? Surely a 
clear notification, maybe with a 
gentle chime and no autocorrect 
errors, would solve a lot of confu-
sion. 

Yet for thousands of years, 
people of faith have believed that 
God does speak—and that the 
challenge is not His volume, but 
our listening.

So, what IS the voice of God? 
What does it sound like, how do 
we listen for it and what do we do 
once we think we’ve heard it?

We have to learn to listen in a 
noisy world.

We live in the loudest era in 
human history. On average, 
Americans are exposed to 
thousands of ads per day. Our 
phones buzz, our cars talk to us, 
our watches judge our activity 
levels and even our refrigerators 
have opinions. Silence has become 
so rare that many people find it 
uncomfortable.

Interestingly, neuroscientists 
tell us that the human brain needs 
quiet to process meaning. In 
moments of silence, our brains 
consolidate memory, regulate 
emotion and sharpen attention. In 
other words, silence isn’t empty, 
it’s productive. That’s fascinating, 
because throughout Scripture, God 
often speaks in moments of 
stillness. Elĳah didn’t hear God in 
the wind, earthquake or fire, but in 
a still, small voice.

It turns out God was practicing 
good neuroscience long before we 
were.

Listening for God’s voice 
often begins with creating space 
and turning down the volume of 
everything else. This doesn’t 
always mean sitting on a moun-
taintop. Sometimes it’s as simple 
as a quiet drive, a walk without 
earbuds, or a few unhurried mo- 
ments before the day begins. God 
is not competing with the noise. 
He’s inviting us out of it.

What does the voice of God 
sound like? Here’s where humor 
helps. Many people secretly expect 
God to sound like a movie narrator, 
deep, booming and echoing: 
“THIS IS THE LORD. ALSO, 
CLEAN YOUR GARAGE.” 

But for most people, God’s 
voice doesn’t arrive with surround 
sound. Instead, God’s voice is 
often described as a gentle inner 
prompting, a clear thought that 
aligns with wisdom, love and truth. 
It doesn’t flatter our ego, stir panic, 
or contradict what God has already 
revealed through Scripture. In fact, 
one helpful guideline is this: God’s 
voice tends to sound like God’s 
character. It leads toward love, 
humility, courage, forgiveness and 
hope—not fear, cruelty or pride.

Here’s a fascinating fact: 
psychologists note that humans 
constantly have internal dia-
logue—an ongoing inner voice. 
The question isn’t whether we hear 
voices, but which ones we trust. 
God’s voice is distinct not because 
it’s loud, but because it is steady, 
consistent and wise. It often 
nudges rather than shoves. Yes, 
sometimes God speaks through 
other people — friends, children, 
strangers or even that person who 
cuts you off in traffic and reminds 
you how much patience you still 
need to develop. Divine messages 
have a way of arriving through 
very human messengers.

Discerning what we hear…
discernment matters.         

A few good questions help:
* Does this align with Scrip-

ture and God’s character?
* Does it produce peace, even 

if it’s challenging?
* Does it point me toward love 

and responsibility not avoidance?
* Is it confirmed through wise 

counsel or prayer?
How do we respond?
Listening is only half the 

journey. The other half is respond-
ing. Scripture reminds us that 
hearing without doing is like 
looking in a mirror and immedi-
ately forgetting what we saw. 
God’s voice is not just for 
information, it’s for transforma-
tion.

Sometimes the response is 
action, sometimes it’s patience 
sometimes it’s courage, and some-
times it’s restraint which may be 
the hardest response of all. God’s 
guidance often unfolds step by 
step, not as a full five-year plan 
with bullet points and footnotes.

Here’s another fascinating 
fact: studies show that people who 
believe their lives have purpose 
tend to show greater resilience, 
generosity and hope. Responding 
to God’s voice—however quietly 
it comes—anchors us in that sense 
of purpose. We are not drifting. We 
are being guided.

A final thought. God’s voice 
is not reserved for spiritual elites 
or professional clergy. It is for 
ordinary people in ordinary 
moments—parents, workers, 
neighbors, teenagers, retirees and 
anyone willing to listen. You don’t 
need perfect faith or perfect 
silence. You just need attentive-
ness.

If you’re waiting for thunder, 
don’t miss the whisper. If you’re 
waiting for certainty, don’t ignore 
the nudge, and if you’re waiting 
for God to speak, it may help to 
turn down the noise long enough 
to notice that He already is. Who- 
ever has ears, let them hear. 
AMEN.

THE TREAD MARK

Another year, 
another opportunity

it would be a true newspaper, not 
a bulletin or newsletter.

Volunteers were solicited and 
trained to produce the paper. On 
Feb. 7, 1986 the first issue of The 
TR Times was published. For the 
past 40 years, from Mid-Novem-
ber to March, a paper has been 
delivered to residents’ mailboxes. 
Because the entire process is based 
on volunteer labor, the paper has 
become known to its producers as 
“The Weekly Miracle.”

40 years and counting - Part 2

https://www.sacredheartdadecity.org
https://www.chrisaccompany.com


The Siren

by Donna Neer, EMT, RN 
(retired) and 
Charlie McGee, A-EMT

In Part One of the "Calling 
911" series, the emphasis was to 
inform the TR residents of what 
they are asked to do when a 911 
call is made. 

Now, let’s discuss, WHAT the 
First Responders will do upon 
arrival to your unit.

1. Chief Polzin will arrive at 
your unit and oversee the entire 
response to assure that you are 
receiving prompt care. In his 
absence from the park, the team 
leader will act in his place. Gener-
ally, a unit of three or four First 
Responders will arrive at your 
residence; each having a specific 
‘job’ to perform in response to the 
call. Remember, they are there to 
help you or your family member! 

2. The TR First Responders 
will first introduce/identify them- 
selves to you and ask several 
questions. 

3. They will take your vitals 
which includes blood pressure, 
heart rate, rate of your respirations, 
oxygen levels as well as perform 
a finger stick to check blood sugar 
levels. 

4. While one First Responder 
is performing the assessment, a 
second one will be recording all 
this information to give to the 
Pasco County EMS that is en-
route. He/she will ask for your list 
of medications and medical 
diagnosis. Please have this infor-
mation readily available.

5. The First Responders 
CANNOT administer medications 
but can assist a family member to 
administer insulin, or an EpiPen 
for an allergic reaction. In the event 
of a drug overdose, NARCAN can 
be administered by the First 
Responders.

In the event that a “Life Alert 
Signal" is received and no one 
answers the door upon arrival, the 
First Responders can take mea-
sures to enter the residence.

Our First Responders are 
trained to perform CPR and are 
trained in using an AED if needed. 

What is CPR? Cardiopul-
monary Resuscitation is a critical 
life-saving technique that is used 
when a person’s heart stops or they 
stop breathing. The First Respon-
der CPR Coordinator will be 
scheduling a class for the residents 
to learn to perform compression-
only CPR. Class information will 
be available in The TR Times and 
on our InTouchLink app.

What is an AED? Simply 
stated an AED is an Automated 
External Defibrillator that is 
portable and is a life-saving device 
that analyses heart rhythms and 
can deliver a shock to help restart 
a heart in sudden cardiac arrest. 
This wonderful piece of equipment 
can significantly increase survival 
chances when used with CPR 
within minutes of collapse. 

6. Upon arrival of the Pasco 
County EMS unit, TR First 
Responders will have assessed the 
patient, the situation and will have 
all relevant information to give 
them prior to transport to the Emer-
gency Room. 

Again, I am writing this series 
to provide information that I hope 
is helpful to you in understanding:

1. What is a First Responder, 
(see The TR Times, Edition dated 
Dec. 18, 2025).

2. Calling 911 and what to do 
and expect when help arrives - Part 
One, (The TR Times, dated Jan. 9, 
2026). 
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Part Two - Calling 911 
What to do and expect when help arrives 

Meet a TR Vet:  Robert E. (Bob) Jennings
by Ken Hankinson

This is the first in a series of 
three articles in which we will be 
introducing you to a TR Veteran. 
Additional Vets will be featured in 
February and March. We hope you 
enjoy the articles.

Bob Jennings was born         
in Louisville, Miss., one of          
11 children with five brothers and 
five sisters. He spent his youthful 
years attending the local schools 
and enjoying the country life that 
comes from living as a boy grow-
ing up in rural Mississippi.

During his senior year in high 
school, he enlisted in the Army 
National Guard along with 15 of 
his high school friends. Bob first 
learned of the benefits of the Guard 
from a close friend whose father 
was a long-term active member of 
the Guard Unit he would be join-
ing.

Upon completion of high 
school, Bob and his friends left for 
basic training and then advanced 
training at Fort Jackson, S.C. 
Bob’s assigned MOS (Military 
Occupational Skill) was that of a 
heavy weapons specialist and the 
rumor was that he was a great shot 
with the big guns. During the four 
years he spent with the Guard, he 
remained in Louisville attending 
the monthly training sessions and 
the obligatory summer camp at 
Fort Benning, Ga. During his time 
with the Guard his unit was 
activated for 30 days with the 
mission to assis t  local  law 
enforcement with integration 

issues that were prominent during 
that time.

When Bob left the Guard he 
returned to employment with a 
local manufacturing firm working 
to complete his four year electrical 
apprenticeship. Georgia Pacific 
constructed a state-of-the-art 
plywood plant in his hometown, 
Louisville, Miss. Bob was hired as 
a journeyman electrician. Within 
months he had advanced to the 
position of Electric Superinten-
dent and then later to Plant 
Engineer. He was then promoted 
to Area Environmental Manager, 
responsible for environmental 
compliance in several southern 
states. Bob retired in 2015 from 
Georgia Pacific after 43 years of 
service.

Bob met Antoinette, his wife 
of 52 years, while attending First 
Baptist Church in Holly Hill, S.C. 
He devised a plan to win her over 
which after much effort proved 
successful! It is a great story but 
much too long for this article. Be 
sure to ask him about it. It will be 
worth your time.

After dating for about a year, 
they married and started the 
process of blending two families 
into one. This new family included 
five girls, two of Antoinette’s and 
three of Bob’s, moving into a small 
two bathroom and one bathroom 
home. Bob quickly began planning 
and constructing an addition to 
accommodate his expanded family 
of six ladies.

Bob and Antoinette started 
traveling in their Airstream trailer 

while l iving in South Car-
olina. They later purchased a 40 ft. 
motorhome for a little more room 
and comfort. In their travels, they 
heard about TR. In January 2016 
they scheduled a visit.

When they arrived they were 
assigned lot 03-03 in RV South. In 
January 2017 they purchased a 
home on lot 2651 in The Village 
and became permanent residents 
here. Even though they no longer 
have the motorhome, they still 
enjoy traveling. This year their 
plans include a family get together 
on Guemes Island near Anacortes, 
Wash.

At TR Bob can be found 
behind the cash register at the 
Snack Shack, active in the TR 
Church and involved with the Vets 
Group and TR’s social scene. Bob 
certainly has had a full and 
interesting life. 

We’re glad to have him as a 
valued member here at TR and a 
part of the Veteran’s community.

BOB JENNINGS

TR Wood Shop 
assists local 
high school 

band

by Leslie Ewing
Coffee Seminars are held 

eachTuesday and Thursday morn-
ing from 8 to 9 a.m. in Busch Hall. 
Coffee, tea and hot chocolate are 
served along with bagels, muffins 
and turnovers. Breakfast is avail-
able at 7:30 a.m. Residents and 
their guests are asked to arrive 
before the seminar begins so they 
have time to settle in with their 
coffee.

Tuesday, Jan. 20, the Coffee 
Seminar will be presented by 

Danielle Lee, Head Librarian at the 
Hugh Embry Library in downtown 
Dade City. This is a branch of the 
Pasco County Library System. It 
offers many different programs for 
different age groups over the 
course of the year. 

Thursday, Jan. 22, Kathryn 
Shawver, the Coordinator of 
Entertainment, will talk about 
what is scheduled at the Doug 
Peterson Stage in Busch Hall. 
Kathy will fill us in on what to 
expect.

by Donna Neer, RN (retired)
Recently I have learned that 

another TR family member has 
been diagnosed as having vertigo.   
Having vertigo can be very scary.

What is VERTIGO? Simply 
stated, vertigo is an abnormal 
sensation of motion in which the 
individual or the individual’s sur-
roundings seem to be spinning 
while standing, sitting or laying 
still. According to WebMD, ver-
tigo is also described as a “sensa-
tion of feeling off balance.” Ver-
tigo is a symptom of various health 
conditions that can result from a 
disease rather than is a disease 
itself. Healthline states that vertigo 
is “distinct from general light 
headedness or motion sickness and 
rather is a specific type of dizziness 
characterized by a false sensation 
of spinning or movement.”

My research has found that 
there are two categories of vertigo:  
peripheral vertigo and central 
vertigo. What is the difference?  
Peripheral vertigo is the most 
common type of vertigo. It occurs 
as a result of a problem with the 
inner ear (vestibular nerve) which 
actually controls your balance.  
Benign positional vertigo is the 
most common cause of vertigo. 
This may occur when you sud-
denly switch body positions, 
getting up, turning over, etc. One 
article stated that BPV, benign 
positional vertigo, can be an 
inherited condition. Osteoporosis, 
diabetes, prior head injuries and 
inner ear conditions are also con-
ditions that can cause benign 
positional vertigo. Symptoms of 
BPV can include vomiting, blurred 
vision, nausea, lightheadedness, 
loss of balance, etc. Symptoms of 
BPV can come and go and 
commonly last less than one 
minute.

Central vertigo occurs as a 
result of a problem in the brain.  
This can be caused by a variety of 
different conditions including  

stroke, brain tumor, migraine, TBI 
(traumatic brain injury), infection 
or multiple sclerosis (to be dis-
cussed in a later HEALTHY TIPS 
column).

Other causes of vertigo are 
infection, Meniere’s disease, 
excessive fluid build-up in the 
inner ear, a neck or head injury and 
yes, even mediations.

Treatments for vertigo can 
vary, depending on the cause. 
Medications, such as Meclizine, 
may be prescribed by the 
healthcare provider, Exercises to 
improve balance as well as more 
intense physical therapy can be 
helpful. Over the counter supple-
ments and essential oils have been 
reported as being helpful to  reduce 
and or perhaps eliminate dizziness 
and nausea. However there is no 
current research available to 
support the use of either of these 
treatments as being effective in 
treating vertigo.  

For more severe cases of 
vertigo, surgery may be necessary 
to   treat certain underlying condi-
tions that may have been the cause 
of vertigo such as brain tumor or 
head injury. 

I have found that when I arise 
in the morning, I have to literally 
sit on the side of my bed for a few 
seconds before I stand up to get my 
balance. This is true even when I 
get up from my recliner. When I 
stand up I again wait a few seconds 
before I proceed with my activities 
of daily living. If I am not careful 
I could easily fall. Getting older is 
truly becoming a challenge!

The most important thing is 
always consult your healthcare 
provider if you experience any of 
the above. He or she will perform 
a thorough physical to hopefully 
determine the cause of your vertigo 
and then find a treatment plan that 
may work for you.

Resources:  Healthline, Web 
MD, Cleveland Clinic.

Healthy Tips:  Vertigo

by Margaret Emmetts
The Pasco County High 

School Marching Band had a 
problem. The “rifles” used by the 
color guard were in deplorable 
condition. 

Replacements were sorely 
needed, but the band has a very 
limited budget. Band Director 
Brandon Slaughter had no idea 
where he would get the funds to 
purchase replacements. Some-
times serendipity provides an 
answer to a problem.

Our own Maintenance 
Supervisor, Wes Frye happens to 
have a son in the band and Wes 
serves as a band chaperone. He 
happened to hear the Color Guard 
Director, Sierra Young discussing 
the problem. Frye thought he had 
a good solution.

TR has a Wood Shop with 
many talented craftsmen. A group 
spearheaded by Larry Kurkowski 
would make the wooden “rifles” at 
a minimum cost. To obtain the 
number of items necessary com-
mercially would cost in excess of 
$700. Our Wood Shop created 
seven rifles for about $50. The 
band students will have the task of 
painting the units.

The Pasco High Band of 
Pirates is sincerely thankful to both 
Wes and Larry for providing them 
with seven new “rifles.”

Wood rifles in their rough 
lumber state. 

The rifles are ready to be 
painted by the students. 

Photos by Pam Watkins

Coffee Seminars
 for January

https://www.facebook.com/TCPDiscountGrocery/
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ACOUSTIC JAM SESSION

PICKIN’ & GRINNIN’ -  Wednesdays, 3:30-5 
p.m., Hobby House. Nov - Mar

Rob Werner
Harold Keefer

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
2nd and 4th Thurs., 6:30-9 p.m. in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Nov - Apr,  Meetings open to 
all. Amateurs can check into the 8 a.m. Two 
Meter Net on 146.430 Mhz (PL 100.0) Monday 
thru Saturday. 

Dan Zile

AQUATICS (WATER AEROBICS)
Nov - Dec: Mon, Wed, and Fri 9-10 a.m. at the 
pool.  
Jan- Apr: Mons, Wed, and Fri 9:30-10:30 a.m

Linda Smith

BALLROOM DANCING
Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m. in Busch Hall, and Wednes-
days (Review class) 10-11:00 am, Citrus East. 
Jan - Mar

Jeffrey Duquette

BEADAHOLICS

Mondays, 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in Citrus East. 
Jan - Mar

Kathy Kushman
Kathy Lemke

BIBLE STUDY (EVERYONE)

Mondays, 5:30-7:00 p.m. on the Busch Hall 
Stage. Jan 12-Mar 16.

Anthony Shipe

BIBLE STUDY (WOMEN’S)

Tuesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar
Christy Trotter

BICYCLING
Tuesdays and Fridays, meet at 9 a.m. at parking 
lot behind Busch Hall. Watch Cycling Bulletin 
Board in Busch Hall for rides.

Rick & Carol Yoder

BINGO
Nov - Dec: 1st and 3rd Wed 7-9 p.m in Citrus 
East
Jan - Mar: Sat 7-9 p.m. in Citrus East.

Linda Smith
Jim Walsh

BIRDING

Tuesdays, 8 a.m. at Busch Hall Front Porch. 
Bring binoculars and cameras. Jan - Mar

Tom Butler

BLOOD DRIVE AT TR
Blood drives are held the 1st Monday in Decem-
ber and March. The Blood Mobile will be parked 
next to the TR Fire Station from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. unless announced otherwise.

Ken Neer

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Tuesdays, 10:30 to 11 a.m. in Paul Rife Room.
Larry Polzin

BOCCE 
Scheduled games and competitions, Mon, Wed, 
Thu, Fri and Sun at 1:30 p.m. Tue at 7 p.m. Jan 
- Mar

Rob Sunde

BOOK BROWSERS

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 2 - 3pm in Citrus West. 
Jan - Mar Book discussions.

Nan Feeney Lance

BOWLING (OUT OF PARK)

Fridays at 1:30 p.m. at Pin Chasers Bowling 
Lanes, Zephyrhills. Dec - Mar

Leslie Price

BRASS ENSEMBLE

Wednesdays, 2:30 - 4pm in Jeri Miller Activity 
Building. Jan - Mar

Bill Watkins

BRIDGE (BEGINNERS)

Tuesdays, 1 - 5pm in Hobby House. Jan - Mar
Jim Weigand

BRIDGE (INTERMEDIATES)

Tuesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar
Connie Bradley

BRIDGE (PARTY/PARTNERS)
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Citrus 
West.  Partner not required. Singles will be 
teamed up. Jan - Mar

Jen Furman

BULLETIN BOARD IN BUSCH HALL

For information or help with a notice or ad 
contact:

Betsy Behler
Lora Davis

CALLIGRAPHY

Tuesdays, 3-4:30 p.m. in the Jeri Miller Activity 
Building. Jan - Mar

Rick Peebles

CHOIR PRACTICE

Fridays 9:30-11am. In Busch Hall
Sundays 8:45-9:30 a.m. in Busch Hall. Join us

Bernie Gutridge

CHURCH ASSOCIATION
Sunday Activities: All events in Busch Hall,
8:45am: Choir Practice 
9:30am: Bible Study
10:15am: Hymn Sing

Anthony Shipe, Pastor

CHURCH ASSOCIATION - ADDI-
10:30am: Worship service (non-denomina-
tional) 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month.

Anthony Shipe, Pastor

CLOGGERS
Tue and Thu 9-11:30 a.m in Citrus East Nov - 
Mar
Sat 9-10:30 a.m. in Citrus East Nov - Mar

Donna Neer
Donna Smith

COFFEE & DONUTS
1st Saturday (during Flea Markets), and 3rd 
Saturdays during Yard Sales. 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
or until sold out. Donuts and coffee served in 
Busch Hall. Nov.-Mar.

Dan Zile
Dee Manos

COFFEE SEMINARS

Tue and Thu 8-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Watch The 
TR Times and InTouch for updates.

Leslie Ewing

COFFEE SOCIAL

Mon-Fri, 7:30-9 a.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Jan Rubino

CONCERT SERIES (WEDNESDAY)
First Wednesdays of the month, Jan - Mar. Busch 
Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., shows start at 7:00 
p.m. Check InTouch and TR Times for program 
details. Season tickets or pay at the door.

Kathy Shawver
Lacy Shawver

CORNHOLE

Wed 7 p.m. at Cornhole/Shuffleboard Courts, 
Jan - Mar

Dan Varner

CRIBBAGE

Mondays, 6:30-9:00 pm, in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Jan-Mar

Bob Luther

DIGITAL PHOTO (CAMERA)

Mondays, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity 
Building. Jan - Mar 16

Carey Box

DIGITAL PHOTO (POST PROCESS-

Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. in Jeri Miller Activity Build-
ing. Jan - Mar 17

Carey Box

DOMINOES

Thursdays, 6:30-9 p.m. in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Linda Gough

DULCIMER JAM

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. in Citrus East. Jan - Mar
Lois Showers

DULCIMER LESSONS

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Citrus West. Jan 
- Mar

Lois Showers

ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAYS

Announcements begin at 6:45 p.m. with program 
following. Performances will be in Busch Hall.

Kathy Shawver
Lacy Shawver

EUCHRE

Fridays, 7 - 9:00 p.m. in Citrus East. Nov - Mar 
Mary De Weerd

FIRE/RESCUE 33
First Responders Training -Tue,11am - 1pm in 
Jeri Miller Activity Building 
Business Meeting - 3rd Tue, 9 am in Paul Rife 
Room. Nov - Apr

Larry Polzin

FIVE CROWNS 

Wednesdays (non-concert nights only),  6:30 - 9 
p.m. in  Citrus West. Nov - Apr

Jackie Thackery

FIVE HUNDRED CARDS

Saturdays, 6:30 - 9 p.m. In Citrus West. Dec - 
Mar

Deborah May
Connie Bradley

FLEA MARKET

First Sat 8:30 - 10:30am in Busch Hall Nov - 
Mar, Setup at 7 a.m. Coffee & donuts for sale.

Rick and Amy Peebles

FOODIES

Tue, Wed, Thu, 11:30am - 1pm in Busch Hall, 
Nov - Dec 18

Linda Smith

FOODIES PREP TIME

Mon 10:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall Kitchen 
Nov - Dec 15

Linda Smith

FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE (ORCHES-
Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m. in Busch Hall, starting 
January 17. The dance schedule and themes are 
listed in the TR Booklet and on the InTouch app.

Pat Daubenmier

FRIDAY NIGHT DJ DANCE
Various available Fridays in Busch Hall. 7-9 p.m. 
DJ or recorded music. Check InTouch schedule 
for updates.

Diana Hill

GARDEN CLUB

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 - 11am at Lake 
Margaret Nov - Apr

Stacy Grier

GEOCACHING

Tue 9 - 10am in Citrus West. Outings 10 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Jan - Mar

Barbara Colson

GOLF - LADIES LEAGUE

Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. at Starter Shack.
Kathy Reimann

GOLF - MENS LEAGUE

Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. at Starter Shack.
Barry English

GOLF - SCRAMBLES

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday mornings at 9:00 at 
Starter Shack.

Dave & Dawn Pulleyn

GOLF ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
Monthly meeting 2nd Thursday, 1 to 4 p.m. in 
Hobby House. All members/golfers are wel-
come. December-March.

Gene Lockhart

GOLF LESSONS

Tuesdays, Practice Range with all levels of 
expertise from 9 to 11 a.m. 

Lynn Meyers

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Volunteer to help build homes in Pasco County. 
Projects January thru March TBA.

Barbara Colson

HAND AND FOOT

Thu, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Lora Davis

HAPPY HOURS
Thursdays, 4-5:30 p.m. Backup venues 
(weather): Cabana: Jeri Miller Activities Build-
ing; RV South: Citrus West; Village: Hobby 
House.

Sandra Langell (Cabana)      
Ken Neer (RVS)

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sundays, 6:15 to 6:45pm in Busch Hall, Nov - 
Mar

Kathy Shawver

IPHONE - LEARNING YOUR IPHONE

Thursdays, 12:30 - 2pm in Jeri Miller Activity 
Building. Jan - Mar 19

Susan Stahley

JOKER

Mondays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Jan - Mar 
Fridays 6:30 - 9pm in Citrus West, Nov - Mar

Bob & Deb Englert (Mon.)
Deborah May (Fri.)

JUBELLATION

Mondays 10:30am - 12pm in Busch Hall. Nov - 
Mar

Bernie Gutridge

Bulletin Board Travelers Rest Resort Activities



Travelers Rest ResortThe TR Times Friday, January 16, 2026 7 

KARAOKE

Check InTouch schedule for selected Wednes-
days 7 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

Dave Kat

KNOTTY KNITTERS

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Citrus West. Nov 
- Apr

Diane Fisher

LEFT, CENTER, RIGHT GAME

Mondays, 7 - 9pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar 16
Gary Dietz

LIBRARY
Located in northwest corner of Busch Hall. Open 
24/7. Honor system sign-out. Please reshelve 
your own books if you can. If not place in cart 
behind desk. 
Meetings: 1st Tuesdays, 1 - 2pm Citrus East

Mary Kosbab
Kay Blunda

LINE DANCING (BEGINNERS)

Tuesdays 10 - 11am in Busch Hall
Wednesdays 1 - 2pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar

Alex Adair

LINE DANCING (IMPROVERS)

Mondays and Thursdays, 1 - 2:30pm in Citrus 
East. Jan - Mar

Alex Adair

LITURGICAL DANCE
Tuesdays, 2 -3pm in Citrus East Jan - Mar
Thursday, 2 - 3pm in Jeri Miller Activity Build-
ing, Jan - Mar

Donna Neer

MAH JONG (CHINESE)

Mondays and Fridays, 12 - 2pm in Citrus West. 
Dec - Mar

Rose Taggart

MAH JONGG (NATIONAL LEAGUE)
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 1 - 3pm at 
Hobby House. Lessons on Mondays. Nov.18 - 
Mar.  Not on Forum Mondays

Bette Gorman

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am in Busch Hall. Dec - 
Mar

Lorraine Gould

MIRROR LAKE YACHT CLUB

Wednesdays and Saturdays 9am- 12pm, at 
Mirror Lake Jan - Mar 18

Chris Farler

MODEL RAILROAD CLUB

Fridays, 9:30am - 12pm in the Jeri Miller Activity 
Building Jan 30 - Apr

Brian Krupicka

MOTORCYCLE CLUB (ROADRIDERS)
1st Mondays, 7 - 8pm in Hobby House to plan 
rides. 
Tuesday rides: Meet at 8am, Busch Hall parking 
lot 
Thursday rides: Meet at 9:30am Busch Hall 
parking lot  Jan - Mar

Bruce Richmond
MOTORSPORTS RC CLUB

Mondays 5:30pm; Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
9:30am at our track by the Snack Shack. Practice 
precedes race schedule. Jan - Mar

Sean Neer
Tom Stuart

MOVIE NIGHT (TUESDAYS)
Tuesdays in Citrus East, Movie shorts at 6:45pm, 
feature movies start at 7pm. Movie Night runs 
Jan - Mar

Nancy McDowell

NEWCOMERS RED DOT SOCIAL
Red Dot Social:  2nd Thursdays 11:30am - 1pm, 
Busch Hall. Nov - Dec
Coffee Seminar Newcomers: 2nd Thursdays 8 - 
9am, Busch Hall. Jan - Mar 
Happy Hour Newcomers: 4 - 5:30pm, Golf View 
Pavilion. Jan - Feb

Diana Hill
OPEN ART STUDIO

Mondays, 2 - 5pm in Citrus West. Bring your 
own project and supplies (Any medium, not a 
class). Jan - Mar

Delia Box

ORCHESTRA/TRAVELAIRES

Tuesdays, 12:30 - 3pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar 
17

Pat Daubenmier

PAINTING (OIL & ACRYLIC)

Fridays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan - Mar.
Pat Gallagher

PAINTING (WATERCOLOR)

Wednesdays, 1 - 3pm in Citrus East. Jan - Mar
Amy Grier

PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP

Thursdays, 11:15am - 12:15pm in Hobby House, 
Nov - Mar 19

Cyndi Brodeur

PENNY POKER

Wednesdays, 7 - 9pm, in Hobby House. Jan - 
Apr

Bruce Anderson

PET LOVERS CLUB

 2nd Mondays, 3 - 4:30pm in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Jan - Mar

Judy Leister

PICKLEBALL 

Daily sessions available for all level of play. See 
InTouch calendar for schedule. Jan-Mar

Nancy McDowell
Shirley-Ann Appleby

PINOCHLE

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9pm in Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
John Delaney

POKER TEXAS HOLD ’EM 

Tuesdays and Saturdays, 7 - 9pm in the Hobby 
House

Tom Thompson

POPS CHORUS

Wednesdays, 12:30 - 2:30pm in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Jan - Mar

Mary Beth Coldren
Ron Reeve

QUILLING ON A BUDGET

Thursdays, 1:15 - 3:30pm in Citrus West. Jan - 
Mar. Call or text to reserve spot.

Pat Daubenmier

QUILTING
Thursdays 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall.  2nd 
Thursday Guild Meeting/Show and Tell. Nov - 
Mar

Cloie Morgan

ROCK PAINTING 

Thursdays, 10:30am - 12:30pm in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Building. Dec - Mar

Marcia Hatfield

RUG HOOKING

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 12:30pm in the Green Room, 
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

Tawnya Rowden

SEWING

Mondays, 9:30am - 3pm in Busch Hall Nov - 
Dec

Barbara Olm

SEWING THERAPY

Mondays, 9:30am - 2:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan - 
Mar

Laura Lilawski

SHOOTING CLUB (SPORTING CLAY 

4th and 5th Tuesdays, 7 - 8pm, meet in the Jeri 
Miller Activity Building,  Jan - Mar

Ray LoPresti

SNACK SHACK

Currently weekdays, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
January 6-March 21.

Jim Walsh

STAINED GLASS
Wednesdays, 4 - 6pm, in Jeri Miller Activity 
Building Jan - Mar
Mondays (Beginners), 12:45 - 2:45pm in Jeri 
Miller Activity Building Jan - Mar 

Betty Teichert

TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG
Mondays and Thursdays, set up at 2:30 p.m., play 
from 3 - 5pm in Citrus East. Extra paddles avail-
able.  Jan - Mar

Charles Mason

TAI CHI

Mondays (except 2nd Mondays) and Thursdays, 
10 - 11:00am, Hobby House. Jan - Mar

Janet & Harold Baal

TENNIS 

Open play, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9 - 
11am Nov - Mar

Betty Teichert

TONE & TIGHTEN
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 - 10am in Citrus 
East, Sep - Dec
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 9 - 10am 
in Citrus East, Jan - Mar
Strengthen your muscles. Bring mat and weights. 

Bev Weissinger
Louise McRoberts

TR TRAVEL 
Day trips by bus begin and end at TR. Watch for 
new trips in TR Times, BH Bulletin Board and 
InTouch.

Sharon Gilbert Zile

TRAVELOGUE 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 3 - 4:30pm in Citrus 
East. Jan - Mar

Bert Contractor

UKULELE CLUB
Tuesdays, 3 - 4pm in Citrus East. Players share 
tips and tunes without weekly instruction. Jan - 
Mar

Susan Keefer

VETERANS MEETING

2nd Mondays, 10 - 11am in the Hobby House. 
All year.

Marty Schencke

WAIST WATCHERS

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:15am in the Hobby House. 
Nov- Mar

Jackie Thackery

WALKING AEROBICS (WINTER)

Monday thru Friday, 7:15 - 7:45am in Citrus 
East. Nov- Apr 10

Gloria Polzin

WEIGHTS & STRETCHING
Mondays,Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am 
in Citrus East. Year-round.
Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:50 - 9am in Citrus 
West also, Jan - Apr

Sheila Schencke

WELCOMING COMMITTEE
1st and 3rd Thursdays,11:30am - 1pm, Citrus 
West. Nov - Mar
1st Thursdays: Welcoming Committee organiza-
tional meetings
3rd Thursdays: Committee Chairpersons Meet-
ing

Diana Hill
Joan LedbetterWIZARD

Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm in Busch Hall. Jan - 
Mar

Kevin and Denise Weik

WOOD SHOP

Monday thru Friday, 8am to 4pm Oct-May. 
Membership $20.

Larry Kurkowski

WOODCARVING

Wednesdays, 9am - 12pm in Citrus West. Jan - 
Mar

Linda Murphy

YARD SALES

3rd Saturday of the month, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m., 
Nov - Mar

Lora Davis

YOGA
Restorative Yoga (Improves flexibility): Tues-
days, 7:15 - 8:15am in Citrus West, Jan - Mar
Yoga for Athletes: Thursdays, 7:15 - 8:15am in 
Citrus West, Jan- Mar

Renee DeTar

ZUMBA

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:30am, in Citrus West. Cardio 
dance. Jan - Mar

Bev Weissinger

Bulletin Board Travelers Rest Resort Activities

“Volunteers don't get paid, not 
because they're worthless, but 
because they're priceless.
~ Sherry Anderson

All changes, additions or
 corrections to any Activity, 

or to join our team.
Contact Lora Davis

activities@travelersrestresort.com
352-584-6377

mailto:activities@travelersrestresort.com
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TR Model 
Railroad Club

Photo by Brian Krupicka
The Amateur Radio Club’s 
building module. 

by Dave Murphy
Bob did a beautiful job of 

carving, wood burning and paint-
ing this Airstream-themed winter 
camping scene. Thankfully, here 
at TR we may occasionally need a 
light jacket in January, but we 
usually are found walking around 
in shorts and short sleeve shirts!

Bob first came to Linda 
Murphy’s TR Woodcarving class 
during the 2020 season. The only 
knives he had ever picked up 
before Linda’s class were pocket 
knives or a steak knife. The first 
item he carved was a wooden 
spoon in Linda’s class. That year 
he went home and continued to 
work on some small projects and 
joined a local woodcarving group 
so he could stay connected and 
continue to improve on his skills. 

Bob now attends shows with 
his local Ohio group and keeps in 
contact with Linda throughout the 
year. 

The TR Woodcarving Class 
meets weekly on Wednesdays,  
Jan. 7 through April 1 from 9 a.m. 
to noon in Citrus West. Beginners 
and observers are always wel-
comed. We hope to see you there.

Meet TR Woodcarver
Bob Englert

Bob Englert with several of his projects.

WOOD CARVER 
BOB ENGLERT

Photo highlights of TR 
Foodies Dinner and Dance

New York State
save the date

Photos submitted by Dave Murphy
Englert's carving on display in the TR Office.

by Pat Gouchie
Save the Date: The NYS 

Luncheon will be held on Sunday, 
Feb. 22 at noon in Citrus East.

Details will be published as 
we get closer to the date.

by Kathy Farler
The Ohio Day Luncheon is 

approaching soon. It is the first 
Sunday in February, Feb. 1, from 
1 to 3 p.m. The location is Citrus 
Hall East. A sign-up sheet is posted 
on the Busch Hall Bulletin Board.

Please bring a covered dish to 
share as well as your own table 
service. A $3 donation will be 
collected at the door.

We welcome and greatly 
appreciate donations for door 
prizes. If you have questions or 
would like to drop off donations, 
please contact either Kathy Farler 
740-701-4032, lot 08-09 or Anita 
Glenn 419-236-5648, lot 10-69.

Attention all 
Ohio residents

Welcome all 
New Englanders

by Bard Fuller
Hip Hip Hooray! We are here 

to say it’s time for the Annual New 
England Potluck Luncheon. This 
event is always a good time with 
good friends and good food. 

The luncheon will take place 
on Sunday, Jan. 25, in Citrus East 
at 12:30 p.m. Please bring a dish 
to share as well as your place 
setting and something to drink. The 
Signup Sheet is in Busch Hall on 
the Activities Board.  

If you have any questions, 
please contact Kathy Fuller, 
860-302-1367.

Celebrating 
Indiana’s 

210th birthday
by Carol Yoder

It is almost here, Indiana Day 
is coming. Mark your calendar for 
Wednesday, Feb. 18.

Hoosiers, naturally being a 
fun group, enjoy spending time 
together. Whether you are a long- 
time resident,  new to the park or 
just visiting TR for a short time, 
plan on joining our Hoosier 
get-together.

We will be having lunch       
at Papa Joe’s Restaurant,           
6244 Spring Lake Hwy., 
Brooksville.  Papa Joe’s is an 
Italian-style restaurant with lots of 
atmosphere.  We will be having 
lunch at 11 a.m. and ordering off 
the lunch menu. Each attendee will 
be responsible for their payment. 
Drink and tip are extra. The 
restaurant is requesting the number 
of attendees for the meal. There-
fore,  please contact by calling or 
texting Carol Yoder at 260-820-
3481 by Saturday, Feb. 14.

by Brian Krupicka
The different modules the club 

members have made can provide 
some very interesting configura-
tions. Since this is the TR Amateur 
Radio Club’s 50th anniversary, one 
of our members made a layout 
featuring the “shack” where the 
Ham Radio Club operates.    

If you have any questions, 
please contact Brian Krupicka at 
TRTrains@dbcomserv.com or 
call 630-961-1243.  

Please join us at the JMAB 
every Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 
noon.

Photos by Marijo Noll
Spaghetti Dinner TR Foodies are  Beverly Weissinger, Peggy 
Prophet, Lorraine Gould, Linda Smith, Michael Bly and John 
Toombs.

Michael and Peggy Biser 
enjoy a dance. 

Patricia Gallagher, Sandra 
Yeager and Fran Freed enjoy 
the dance.

https://www.sacfcu.org/
mailto:mailto:TRTrains@dbcomserv.com
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 Library News  Garden News
by Amy Peebles

This article includes a little bit 
of this and that, things you may not 
have known about the library but 
which offer new insights into our 
little book corner of the world.

Located in the southwest 
corner of Busch Hall, this space 
used to be a convenience store for 
purchasing staples like eggs and 
milk. The window curtains were 
made by a TR resident and were 
original to the store.

The library started out as one 
shelf in Busch Hall, eventually 
moved to the Hobby House porch 
and then to its final location today.  
There are 18 volunteers who work 
in season to keep the library cur-
rent, organized, tidy and always 
ready for visitors.

Our chair, Mary Kosbab, has 
been a library volunteer since 2000 
when the library was in the Hobby 
House porch. She graduated with 
a dual major in teaching and library 
science, and lucky for us, her love 
of reading brought her to our 
library.

In past years, the Party Plan-
ners, Snack Shack and The TR 
Times have generously donated 
money for the library’s needs. The 
Snack Shack purchased new 
shelves which were installed on the 
East Wing wall for our Nonfiction 
collection and The TR Times
funded the newspaper copies from 
2004 to the present. Back issues 

are located in white, three-ring 
notebooks on the bottom shelves 
facing the wall holding the grief 
and pet books.    

Previously, we signed out 
books, but now books are bor-
rowed on the honor system. Last 
season we added a new section 
focused on grief. This section 
offers books and packets of 
information for anyone who may 
have need of that information. 

We offer a wealth of TR 
history including several copies of 
a CD, "Travelers Rest Resort 
1972-2012… A Most Remarkable 
Story" scripted and narrated by 
Doug Pedersen, as well  "The Story 
of Travelers Rest Vol. II,"   by June 
Slater. There are many scrapbooks 
and photo albums of various clubs 
and activities through the years.  
Many of these are no longer active 
but offer a glimpse of fun times 
from the past such as the Polar Bear 
Plunge, The Red Hat Society, 
Square Dancing and Little Theatre.

TR residents also like to cook.  
Two cookbooks of residents' 
recipes have been published 
through the years, "Sharing Our 
Best" TR Cookbook (2006) and 
"Bless This Food Oh Lord We 
Pray" from the TR Church 
Fundraisers (2023). Both are 
available in the library.

Books by Danielle Steel and 
fellow author James Patterson are  

some of our  most donated and read 
books. A very informative book we 
are pleased to have is "Literary 
Luminaries, Writing in Paradise" 
by James C. Clark featuring 
authors associated with Florida.  
Last April committee members 
attended a talk by  Mr. Clark at the 
Hugh Embry Library in Dade City 
where we enjoyed a very 
interesting and informative pre-
sentation by the author. The 144-
page book is sprinkled with black 
and white photos of the authors 
and locations throughout Florida 
where they lived, worked or 
visited.

You may have noticed we 
have a large selection of books by 
Nora Roberts and JD Robb, but did 
you know they are both the same 
author? JD Robb is a pseudonym 
for #1 New York Times bestselling 
author Nora Roberts. JD are       
the initials of her sons Jason and     
Dan and Robb is a shortening      
of Roberts. With more than            
500 million copies of her work in 
print, Nora Roberts has had more 
than 225 books published includ-
ing her JD Robb Death Series that 
focuses on futuristic science fic-
tion police plots.

Volunteers meet on the first 
Tuesdays January through April at 
1 p.m. in Citrus East. We welcome 
anyone who would like to join our 
committee.  

by Nancy McDowell
Do not shoot the messenger. 

You may not like this and probably 
will not agree with me but this is 
a fact. These lizards that we see 
everywhere…well surprise, they 
are not geckos. My sister informed 
me in no uncertain terms that these 
are anoles. Say it with me - 
ay-noles. 

The two are from different 
lizard-y families. Per the envirolit-
eracy.org website, “Geckos belong 
to the Gekkota infraorder, while 
anoles are members of 
the Iguanidae family (though some 
classifications place them in 
the Dactyloidae family.)” Some 
people say Iguanidae others say 
Dactyloidae, I thought science 
was, well, scientific and set but 
apparently there are gray areas in 
scientific taxonomy too. 

Behaviorally, their differ-
ences began to occur millions and 
mil l ions of years ago.  The 
behavioral differences include 
their egg-laying processes. Anoles 
lay their eggs singly or in small 
clusters while geckos lay pairs of 
eggs and adhere them to a surface 
for incubation. Male anoles have 
“dewlaps” that flare out from their 
necks when courting or under 
threat. Geckos do not have that at 
all. Dewlaps help anoles commu-
nicate as they generally do not 
vocalize. Geckos communicate 
with chirps and clicks. Teeny tiny 
chirps and clicks and not with a 
British accent!

Sitting on the warm blocks 
this anole is warming.

Photo by Marijo Noll

This anole is attempting a bit 
of camouflage.

Photo by Nancy McDowell

They both change colors but 
the anoles, as opposed to the 
geckos, have more dramatic 
changes but even those are not 
chameleon-like. Think brown to 

green and back again. No rainbow 
of color alterations when an anole 
passes through, well, a rainbow.

Something I did not even think 
about was the differences in their 
eyelids. Yes, eyelids. Anoles have 
lids and they can blink, like 
humans. Geckos have a shield or 

spectacle-like substance over their 
eyes. They clean them off using 
their tongues, like a windshield 
wiper. So if one of these lizards 
appears to be flirting with you, it 
is an anole. Believe me, I have had 
a number of anoles flirt with me 
over the years. 

Another area that distin-
guishes the two is their feet. More 
specifically, their toes. Geckos 
have sticky pads on their toes, 
anoles also do but not as strong an 
adhesive as geckos. Geckos can 
climb on glass or smoother sur-
faces whereas anoles would do 
better with a pair of skates to 
traverse more slippery areas.

Geckos are capable of 
bundling home, auto and boat 
insurance. You know I have been 
wanting to say that all column!

Why are we seeing them in 
TR? From the Animal Network’s 
website, “Anoles are native to 
North, Central and South America. 
These lizards prefer living in 
warm, tropical regions, from the 
southern U.S. into South America. 
As a whole, they are usually small, 
green or brown and most can 
change color to some extent.” I 
could not find a good reason for 
this, but geckos do not seem to like 
Florida, even in the winter months. 
They do like deserts, rainforests 
and mountains. 

Come take a stroll through the 
Lake Margaret Garden and see 
how many anoles you can spot.

For upcoming LMGC events 
please watch this space.

Travelers Rest

Birding Activity
by Tom Butler

Master Fisherman does not 
refer to the average person seen on 
our lakes chasing fish. Using fancy 
rod and reels, small boats and baits 
that resemble natural food sources 
purchased at a local bait shop does 
not earn you this classification. 
How successful would you be if 
your equipment was limited to bits 
of feathers, small sticks or insects 
without hooks attached? Time to 
drive to your favorite fish market. 
Let me introduce a real “Master 
Fisherman.” Say hello to the Green 
Heron. This medium-sized Heron 
uses the patience of Job, a dagger-
like beak and bits and pieces of 
natural items to catch fish daily. No 
hooks, no tackle and no visits to 
the Bass Pro Shops. They drop 
these “baits” on the surface of the 
water and wait for extended 
periods of time for the prey to 
approach these tempting baits and 
use that dagger-like beak to secure 
a meal. Master Skills!

The green color on this Heron 
appears more iridescent than the 
actual dark green descriptions 
listed in reference books. The 

Greek and Latin translation of the 
scientific name is “resembles 
greenish.” Its dark green back and 
crown is joined with a chestnut-
colored neck and breast and some 
slate gray finishes. They appear to 
have a stocky build until they 
extend their long neck and the truth 
is revealed. Juveniles have a more 
brownish appearance that provides 
some camouflage during the early 
stages of life. This is common with 
most birds where females are more 
faded in coloration for protection 
on the nest. Nature’s way! 

The Green Heron (Butorides 
Virescens) is found in the Northern 
and Central Americas. There are 

five subspecies with some being 
migratory while others do not 
migrate. The Florida strain does 
not leave our beautiful state, and 
you will find them near water 
surrounded by woods. These birds 
are known to be both diurnal and 
nocturnal, which is very similar to 
another Heron found in our park, 
the Black-crowned Night Heron. 
These Herons are very territorial 
despite their shy and solitary 
nature. They are intolerant of other 
birds in their space. They build a 
simple nest of sticks generally a 
few meters above or near water. 
From two to six bluish green eggs 
will be incubated for 19 to 21 days. 
Both adults will be involved with 
this process as well as feeding the 
nestlings for up to 30-some days 
until they fledge. Even after 
fledging, many  tend to stay in large 
groups known as rookeries.

Now that you have learned a 
few facts about a “Master Fisher-
man,” get out there and witness 
some of these magnificent crea-
tures. You know where to look for 
them, so it is just a matter of doing 
it. Good Luck! 

Photo by Tom Butler
GREEN HERON

https://www.facebook.com/Treasuredfriendsgifts/
https://www.relianceautorepairllc.com
https://rvrepairdirect.com/directory/toy-doctor/
https://www.hiddencreekgolfcarts.com
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Take The TR Times
on your next 
vacation and 

send us a photo.

Travel News

DAN AND SHARON ZILE

by Kathy Reimann
Looking for a place to go for 

a casual drink in the late afternoon? 
Look no farther than the Wine 
Library located at 14221 7th St. in 
Dade City. This charming wine bar 
offers a perfect spot to share stories 
and jokes with your TR friends all 
while enjoying a glass of wine, 
sangria, a martini, mimosa or 
specialty beer. I have enjoyed their 
specialty Kumquat Sangria and 
Chocolate Expresso Martini. 
Customers can order food from a 
limited menu at the adjacent 
French restaurant LeGarden 
Bistro. Wolf and I have devoured 
their French onion soup, mussels 
and truffle burgers on several 
visits.

As you savor your beverage 
and light appetizers, enjoy the 
beautiful artwork by local artist 
and co-owner Gabriel Noanea. The 
paintings include portraits of 
Abraham Lincoln, Mona Lisa and 

Benjamin Franklin.
Wolf and I highly recommend 

this venue when you are Out and 
About.

by Sharon Gilbert Zile 
Volunteer TR Tour Director

 Prohibition was a time in the 
U.S. that lasted from 1920 to 1933.  
It was an era when the government 
prohibited the production, impor-
tation, transportation and sale of 
alcoholic beverages. While Protes-
tants, Progressives and women all 
spearheaded the drive to institute 
such laws, Prohibition led directly 
to the rise of organized crime, 
bringing Al Capone and others to 
notoriety as alcohol commerce 
went underground. It was during 
that time period that speakeasy 
establishments became an alterna-
tive to the strict laws.  

A speakeasy was a secret bar 
or nightclub that operated illegally.  
The term "speakeasy" came from 

the need for patrons to "speak 
easy" or quietly to avoid drawing 
attention to these hidden establish-
ments, that often required a secret 
code to enter. Inside, people could 
enjoy alcoholic drinks, music and 
entertainment in defiance of the 
alcohol ban. Today the term may 
also refer to modern bars or 
restaurants that replicate the style 
of these historical venues, but they 
operate legally and openly.

On Friday, Feb. 20 the day trip 
is actually an evening trip, depart-
ing at 4:15 p.m. for an Orlando 
speakeasy that will feature a 
“Speakeasy Murder Mystery and 
Dinner Show” in a New York 
nightclub atmosphere. The night 
will kick off with an electrifying 
atmosphere reminiscent of a New 
York nightclub, featuring lively 
music,  comfortable seat ing, 
delicious Italian food and signa-
ture cocktails (for an additional 
fee) crafted for the occasion. As 
colorful characters mingle among 
guests, every attendee has the 
chance to become a detective or 
accomplice in unraveling the 
murderous plot that unfolds. With 
surprises and secrets at every turn, 
the evening promises laughter, 
intrigue and the thrill of a mystery 
where your choices shape the 
outcome. Will you uncover the 
killer before it’s too late? The room 

will be buzzing with bootleggers, 
gangsters and flappers dancing and 
you may wish to dress the part. 
While definitely not required, 
flapper dresses, gangster vests and 
roaring 20s attire will certainly add 
to the Prohibition atmosphere and 
numerous TR travelers are already 
planning their getup. Get the 
cameras ready! 

To get in on the action, mail 
your reservation check for $119 pp 
to Sharon Zile, 2540. All checks 
are payable to Small World Tours. 
Your phone number must be 
included, (Dept. of Transportation 
rule), and meal choice must be 
made at the time of reservation. 
You will have a choice of salad:  
Refreshing Mixed Green Salad or 
Death by Caesar Salad. Main 
course options:  Mama Scarpelli’s 
Penne Pasta with Marinara and 
Meatballs, Mama Scarpelli’s 
Penne Pasta with Marinara, or 
Grilled Chicken a la Speakeasy. 
More menu detail is provided on 
the back of the Speakeasy flyer, 
available on the Busch Hall Travel 
Bulletin Board. Paid reservations 
are due by Friday, Feb. 6. Let’s fill 
our 56-passenger bus!  

In other TR Travel news, we 
continue to accept paid reserva-
tions for the Thursday, Jan. 29 bus 
trip to the Silver Springs Glass 
Bottom Boat. Meal choice options 
can be viewed in the Post Office 
Showcase. Cost is $125 pp with 
lunch and gratuities included.

Departure from Busch Hall is 
9:45 a.m. with return expected at 
5 p.m. A display with greater detail 
is located in the Post Office Show-
case. 

Travel quote: “Adventures are 
better with friends.”  Anonymous 
travel takes us out of our comfort 
zone and inspires us to see, taste 
and try new things.

Speakeasy Food

Photos by Wolf Reimann
Kathy Reimann at Wine 
Library enjoying a plate of 
mussels.

Kathy Reimann and friend Margo sitting in front of some 
impressive art at the Wine Library.

https://skymed.com
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Classifieds
Apple iPhone 12 Pro with cord, 
plug and cover. $250. 

17-35 Sharon Cook
813-956-7977

Looking  Back
by Nan Lance 
30 Years Ago - 1996

• Safety reminder: We commend our residents who are 
adhering to the 10 mph ruling. There are still a few who 
zip along our roads.

• The Community Health Care Services will lecture at the 
Hobby House on how medications affect our bodies. Also 
we will hear how we can save money on eye glasses if we 
have diabetes.

• Clogging forges a bridge with America’s past. What is the 
connection between an outhouse, rocking chair and the 
Charleston? These are all names of clogging steps! 
Clogging was developed 250 years ago by immigrants 
from England, Ireland, Scotland and Germany who settled 
in the Appalachian Mountains.

20 Years Ago - 2006
• Rain or shine, residents keep fit at TR. At Travelers Rest 

residents take advantage of the good, warm weather to 
participate in golf, bocce, walking, bicycling, shuffleboard 
and water aerobics. Inside activities include walking or 
chair aerobics, Huff and Puff, Tone and Tighten, T’ai Chi, 
line dancing, clogging and evening dances. Outside of the 
park there is bowling, hiking trails, canoeing and much 
more. Look around and join in!

• Operation Paperback needs your help. Our servicemen and 
women are asking for reading materials and it is hoped we can fill 
that need. Please donate books and/or postage money or volunteer 
to store, sort, label, package, or mail these 
paperbacks.

10 Years Ago - 2016
• TR Firemen and First Responders handle a 

major fire. The Dean residence at #2543 was 
the scene of a spectacular fire which totally 
engulfed the house, their RV and two sheds.

• In Memoriam Paul Ruth 1925-2016. We have been advised that 
Paul Ruth, the first employee of the park as its manager from 1973-
1990 passed away on Monday, Jan.11.

• Cahal Dunne opened the Concert Series on Wednesday. The 
epitome of Irish charm, Dunne’s storytelling had the audience in 
stitches. His piano and singing skills rounded out his many talents.

Bike Rack for sale. Yakama four- 
bike back rack, articulating model, 
swings out of the way of truck 
tailgate, slide in two inch hitch 
receiver. Locks to vehicle and 
locks bikes to rack, $250.

13-13 Bill Worrall 
540-270-3895

 TR Sports
Dominoes

by Rose Taggart
Scores week ending Jan. 9
Betty Brown ...............................8
Deborah May .............................6
Marcia Hatfield, Rose Taggart,
Denise Weik, Rachel Brooks .....5
Anne Amico ...............................3
Mary Beth Coldren ....................2
Jen Furman, Nancy Moschler, 
Arlene Bouchard,
Kathy Bocchino .........................1

by Linda Gough
Thursday, Jan. 8
Table 1. Pat Long ...................160
Table 2. Mike Clark ...............260
Table 3. Linda Gough ............249

by Tom Stuart
Race results from opening day 

on Wednesday, Jan. 7.
2WD Class
1. Bob Slagle
2. Dave Watson
3. Bon Boetger
4x4 Class
1. Kevin Cahill
2. Steve Laymon
3. Sean Neer

by Denise Weik
Tuesday, Jan. 6
Table 1
Game 1 - Shari Yingst ............240
Game 2 - Shari Yingst ............350
Game 3 - Barry Yingst ...........270
Table 2
Game 1 - Kevin Weik .............300
Game 2 - Aaron Goff .............270
Table 3
Game 1 - Jackie Thackery ......390
Game 2 - Barb Watson ...........420

RC Motorsports

Wizard Scores

Chinese
Mah Jong  

TR Pickleball
by Nancy McDowell

Skills Clinics and Play-with-
a- Pro both started this week. Pay 
your dues, get on Swish and sign 
up for a session to improve your 
playing technique.

Introduction to Pickleball     
is being offered again this year. 
Four sessions are scheduled. One 
was held on Jan.14. Remaining 
sessions are Feb. 4, Feb. 25 and 
March 18.  These are  a l l  on 
Wednesdays and from 3 to 4 p.m. 
on our Lower Courts. We have 
paddles to borrow if you do not 
have one yet. We encourage you to 
wear court shoes (pickleball, 
tennis, basketball).

Stay up to date on our schedule 
via our “TR Pickleball” Facebook 
page or the InTouchLink. 

Ladies Golf League
by Kathy Reimann
Wednesday, Jan. 7

What a great day of golf; first 37 players and then, not one, but 
TWO Eagles on the same hole. How exciting! Congratulations to 
Shirley-Ann Appleby and Brenda Oliver.

What can we expect next? The sky’s the limit. I am so excited about 
the rest of our 2026 season.
Low Handicap Gross
Cole, Sylvia ………. ................36 
Bjorgen, Jean………. ...............37 
Harrison, Shirley, 
Gallagher, Pat ……… ..............39
High Handicap Gross
Zentmyer, Laurie ......................42
Farrington, Beth  ......................49
Watson, Barb  ...........................50 
Low Handicap Net
Reimann, Kathy .......................32
Appleby, Shirley-Ann ..............33
Deweerd, Mary, 
Michaud, Denise ......................34
High Handicap Net
Butler, Pat, Larose, Barb ..........35
Lance, Nan,Pulleyn, Dawn,
Ledbetter, Joan .........................36
Fewest Putts
Cole, Sylvia ..............................13
Closest to Pin #3 
Vaughn, Cathy ........................6'4"
Closest to Pin #5
Gallagher, Pat ............................ 7'
Eagles
Appleby, Shirley-Ann,
 Oliver, Brenda

Birdies
Cole, Sylvia ................................2
Gallagher, Pat, 
Appleby, Shirley-Ann, 
Michaud, Denise ........................1
Chip-ins
Cole, Sylvia, Oliver, Brenda,
Appleby, Shirley-Ann

Photo by Kathy Reimann
Shirley-Ann Appleby and 
Brenda Oliver

by Dawn Pulleyn
Saturday, Jan. 10

Congratulations  to the 
winners. Many thanks to all who 
came out to play.

The next scramble  will be a 
couples or pair on Saturday, Jan. 
17.
First place
Tom Hills
Pat Gallagher
Dick Wheatley
Nan Lance   

Second Place
Kevin Weik
Janet Stevens
Roy French
Dave Cap

Third place 
Mark Fedus
Karen Waymouth
Trevor Lake
Clayton Achey

Golf Scramble

https://www.allcoastroofingllc.com
https://www.papajoes.org/
http://www.lamplighterfurniture.com
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Visit us online to learn more or to set up an appointment.
     YourCareYourNetwork.com

EARLY DETECTION 
SAVES LIVES.
Preventive screenings can help you maximize your health care by catching 
diseases early and avoid major health issues. Whether it’s a routine physical 
in your 20s, a mammogram in your 40s, or a colonoscopy in your 50s, there’s 
something everyone should make a priority. 
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https://www.adventhealth.com/hospital/adventhealth-dade-city

