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Busch Hall Sunday 
Night presents 
“The Malibu Boys”, Sunday,   
Jan. 25, 7 p.m. in Busch Hall. 
See Page 2.

Hi Lites

Activity Reminders

Monday, Feb. 16  
3 p.m., Busch Hall 

Front Porch

Were you married in 
1976?
Do you want to celebrate your 
Golden Anniversary with the 
Travelaires Orchestra? Return 
your registration form to The 
TR Times by Friday, Jan. 30. 
See Page 2. The warriors as they appear.  Note the weapons are missing 

and believed to have been stolen many years ago.

A close-up of one of the 
warriors, which is slightly 
larger than life-size.

by Margaret Emmetts
China is a huge country with 

a very large population.  In order 
for their government to keep as 
many people as possible 
employed, a great deal of work that 
would be done by machine in this 
country, is done by hand in China. 
For example, when I visited the 
country was preparing for the 
summer olympics.  To accommo-
date the number of people 
expected, the city’s infrastructure 
was being expanded.  Ditches for 
piping, which would have been 
made using a “ditch witch” in the 
U.S., were being dug by hand.  
Understanding China’s thinking 
will help you to understand what 
happened in Xian.

In 1974 some farmers were 
digging a well in Xian.  As they 
dug they began to find what 
appeared to be pieces of bodies 
made of terra cotta.  Suspecting 
that they had stumbled onto some-
thing important, the authorities 
were notified.  Thus began the 
excavation of a remarkable trea-
sure.

The subsequent dig covers 
some 16,300 square acres and 
consists of  3 pits.  In these pits 
were found a terra cotta army 
which is attributed to Qin Shi 
Huang, the first emperor of China 
who ascended to the throne at age 
13 in 246 B.C. The army was 
designed to protect the emperor in 
the  afterlife.  Unearthed were over          

8,000 warriors, 100 chariots,       
400 horses and 100,000 weapons.

Pit 1, the largest, is 250 yards 
by 68 yards, the equivalent of      
two football fields.  The pit is 
covered by a large dome and was 
opened to the public in 1979.  
Tourists may circle the excavation 
and view the rows of warriors from 
every angle.

Pit 2, 20 meters east of Pit 1, 
was discovered in 1976 and 
contains over 1,000 warriors and 
90 chariots made of wood.

Pit 3, also discovered in 1976, 
is located 25 meters northwest of 
Pit 1 and appears to be the 
command center.  It contains      
68 warriors who have been 
identified as officers, 1 chariot and 
4 horses.

The entire display was 
designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage site in 1987.

The terra cotta figures are 
truly unique.  Although molds 
were used to cast many of the 
hollow body parts and the heads, 
each head was individually 
sculpted so that no two figures 
have the same facial features. The 
figures were fired at 1,000 degrees 
centigrade in an upside down 
position.  This made them more 

stable during firing as the torso is 
the heaviest part of the statue.  This 
leads scientists to believe that the 
Chinese had conquered the 
concept of “center of gravity” 
several thousand years ago.

The arrangement of the main 
body of the army is also interest-
ing.  Three rows of crossbowmen 
lead the army.  They were capable 
of a long-range attack.  The main 
force of the infantry follows with 
chariots bringing up the rear.  
Warriors at the sides of the army 
face outward with cavalry 
designed to outflank enemies.

The shortest figures are        
70 inches tall with others over     

80 inches, which is taller than the 
average Chinese.  It is believed the 
warriors were given extra height 
to make them more intimidating.  
The military ranks of the warriors 
can be determined by their uni-
forms and hair styles.  Originally 
the warriors and horses were 
painted, but the colors have faded 
since they have been exposed to 
the air.  Warriors had black hair, 
beards and eyebrows. Uniforms 
were scarlet, green, black and 
purple.

Of interest is a single warrior 
whose face was painted green.  It 
has been hypothesized that this 
warrior was a sniper, the green 
face serving as camouflage.  

It is amazing that the farmers 

turned everything over to the 
government.  But then China is a 
Communist country.  One can only 
speculate what would have hap-
pened if something of this magni-
tude had been discovered else-
where.  

Yang Zhifa is the name of the 
farmer who made the original 
discovery.  He was actually at the 
site when I visited and was able to 
autograph the book I purchased 
which in word and photos 
describes the discovery and 
development of the site.

There are many other remark-
able sites to visit in China, but Xian 
certainly leads the list.

People and Places . . . Chapter 4
Xian, China

Our annual Meet the Candidates program is scheduled on Thursday, 
Feb. 19, 2 p.m. in Busch Hall. Stockholders are urged to attend the 
program to meet Pat Butler, Sherie Grissinger, Ruth Reeve and John 
Toombs, this year’s candidates for the TR Board of Directors. This is 
your opportunity to see the candidates in person, ask questions and hear 
their opinions on various topics.  

As is past practice, all questions must be submitted in writing.  You 
may use the form to the right and mail it to The TR Times at Box 2817, 
submit it to a TR Times representative at the meeting, or email the 
information to thetrtimes@gmail.com. The question will be posed by 
the moderator. Questions may be addressed to a specific candidate or to 
all.  Regardless of how the question is addressed, all candidates will 
have the opportunity to answer any question. 

Before casting your ballot, consider taking a little time to meet the 
candidates. Getting to know them may make your vote feel more 
confident and informed as you choose our next representatives on the 
TR Board of Directors. 

Be an informed voter

Photos submitted by Margaret Emmetts
The largest pit which is approximately two football fields 
long, contains thousands of warriors.

Monday, Feb. 2, 
1 p.m. in Busch Hall 

Live with Doc and 
Donna
Friday, Jan. 23, 3 p.m. in 
The Grove. See Page 2.

Tuesday Night Movie 
“The Brutalist” Tuesday,      
Jan. 27, 6:45 p.m. in Citrus 
East. See Page 2.

TR Fashion Show
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2 p.m. in 
Busch Hall. See Page 6.

mailto:mailto:thetrtimes@gmail.com
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by Pat Daubenmier 
Are you celebrating your    

50th wedding anniversary in 
2026? 

If so, you have an opportunity 
to be recognized for this milestone 
in The TR Times and at the Friday, 
Feb. 13 Dance in Busch Hall, 7 to 
9 p.m., sponsored by the Trave-
laires.

Couples wishing to partici-
pate should complete the form 
below and return it by the deadline 
listed. A TR Times representative 
will contact you for publication 
information and to schedule your 
photograph. A member of the 
Dance Committee will follow up 
with event details.

The Dance Committee will 
need to know how many guests 

each couple plans to invite. There 
is a limit of two tables or 18 guests 
total. Couples may choose to dec-
orate their own table or sit at a 
pre-decorated table. Tables will be 
reserved with the couple’s name 
and located near the stage in Busch 
Hall. As with other dance events, 
guests may bring their own snacks; 
however, electricity is not avail-
able at the tables for Crock-Pots, 
food warmers, etc. Please remem-
ber to take all leftovers home as 
there is no weekend trash service.

Each couple will be individu-
ally recognized during the 
evening. Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to celebrate your Golden 
Anniversary with fellow TR 
residents and friends.

Honoring 50 years together 

by Donna Probes
Join us today, Jan. 23 at 3 p.m. 

in the beautiful Grove for some 
lively music. We are so happy to 
be back on the wonderful mobile 
stage to bring you all of your 
favorite songs, and we have some 
new Chris Stapleton hits for you.

If the weather turns bad, we'll 
be inside Busch Hall.  Watch the 
TR Residents Facebook page for 
the latest information if we have 
to move the show. See you there.  

Live Music
with Doc and Donna today

DONNA AND DOC

by Katherine Shawyer
Please join us Sunday, Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. in Busch Hall when we 

welcome “The Malibu Boys” to the Doug Pedersen Stage. The evening 
will provide an endless summer beach party for all in attendance.

Four dynamic singers will be singing spot-on harmonies of The 
Beach Boys’ hits such as “Good Vibrations,” “Fun, Fun, Fun” and “Under 
the Boardwalk.” The Malibu Boys bring the sounds of the West Coast 
to life.

Ice Cream will be available from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. followed by 
announcements.

THE MALIBU BOYS

by Cherie Richman
The Annual Talent Show is 

just around the corner on Sunday, 
March 8. Let’s make it unforget-
table.

Whether you’re a solo act or 
in a group, we can’t wait to see 
your creativity in action. Register 
today and prepare to dazzle your 
friends, family and neighbors in 
one of the best attended shows in 
TR.  

Please complete the registra-
tion form below. Provide a brief 
description of your act and any 

technical requirements such as 
microphones or other specific 
audio needs. The first 15 registra-
tion forms to be received will be 
in the show. Each act will have a 
time limit of five minutes. Submit 
only one form per act to allow for 
as many performers as possible.

Please return your entry form 
to Cherie Richman at lot 12-04 by 
Wednesday, Feb. 18. For any 
questions, contact our event 
director Cherie Richman at 
860-268-8627 or
talentintr@gmail.com.

Talent Show volunteers are 
also needed. We need your help to 
make this year's event a spectacu-
lar success. We are looking for 
people who can commit a few 
hours on the evening of the event 
and during rehearsals. No special 
skills are required for most roles, 
just a positive attitude and a will-
ingness to give back to our vibrant 
community.

We have a range of volunteer 
opportunities to fit different skills 
and schedules. Stage/Sound Booth 
Crew: Help with set changes, 
lighting and sound to keep the 
show running smoothly. Performer 
Relations: Assist performers with 
check-in, dressing room assign-
ments and general questions. Door 
Greeters: Greet guests at the door 
and hand out programs. Setup and 
Teardown: Assist with preparing 
the venue before the show and 
cleaning up afterward.

To join us behind the scenes 
and help us put on the best show 
yet, email talentintr@gmail.com
to express your interest and let us 
know what you would like to do.  

For any questions, please 
contact our event director Cherie 
Richman at 860-268-8627 or 
talentintr@gmail.com.  

TR Talent Show

by Nancy McDowell
As I write for this paper’s 

edition, I have just returned from 
successfully getting the sound 
system operational. This could not 
have been done without the help 
of Sean Davis and Carey Box. 
Thank you both very much. Chad 
and the TR Maintenance crew 
were also, and continue to be, 
instrumental in getting this func-
tional. More work is on tap to 
improve and solidify this function-
ality but I am comfortable getting 
the Tuesday Night Movie schedule 
started. 

On January 20, the movie will 
be “The Brutalist” starring Acad-
emy Award winner Adrian Brody. 
Brody plays a Holocaust survivor 
who emigrates to the United States 
where he struggles to recover and 
get his life back on track. The cast 
also includes Felicity Jones and 
Guy Pearce who have been 
nominated for Academy Awards 
for their roles in this movie. 

The short clip will be played 
at 6:55 p.m. prior to the Feature 
Presentation in Citrus East.

Donations for movies and 
popcorn are always appreciated. 
They help keep this activity vital 
in our community. Do not forget 
to bring a comfy chair.

https://leereedinsurance.com/
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 From the Manager’s deskBriefings from the Board

DEBORAH MAY

by Chad Barber and
Pam Watkins

In this week’s article, I 
checked in with General Manager 
Chad Barber to ask for updates 
regarding a few of the concerns 
and questions raised by residents 
at the Monday, Jan. 5 Forum.

The Mirror Lake Fountain, a 
beautiful beacon to residents 
arriving at the park, stopped 
flowing earlier this month. The 
fountain is not just an eye-catching 
aesthetic feature on the Golf 
Course, its primary function is 
to circulate and aerate the lake 
water to prevent stagnation and 
algae buildup. Once the Mainte-
nance Department was notified, 
staff immediately turned off the 
fountain to ensure safety and 
prevent further damage to the 
pump. Parts have been ordered and 
as soon as they arrive, the fountain 
will be repaired and turned back 
on. Barber shared that anytime 
residents observe issues like this, 
they should notify the TR Office 
immediately so that a work order 
can be issued for repairs before 
permanent damage can occur to 
equipment.

A few Village residents have 
noticed a sulfur smell to their hot 
and cold water. Our well water 
naturally contains sulfur, and 
factors such as how often it is used 
can affect whether odors are 
noticeable. This often occurs when 
water use changes throughout the 
park as more people arrive in the 
park. In some cases, hot water may 
sit in tanks that aren’t used for long 
periods, increasing the chance of 
odors. Once normal water use 
resumes, the smell often clears on 
its own. Maintenance Staff can 
also flush the system through 
hydrants if needed. TR is dis-
cussing whether additional flush-

ing is needed. If that happens, 
residents will be notified ahead of 
time. Barber further assures resi-
dents that TR Maintenance Staff 
regularly monitors, tests and treats 
our water to meet all regulatory 
standards.

Residents have noticed that 
some of the recycling signage at a 
few of the park’s dumpsters are 
weathered or missing. Barber 
shares that new, permanent signs 
are currently being made and will 
be installed as soon as possible. 
Republic Services have just 
replaced one dumpster and 
repaired some lids, but still need a 
few more improvements. It is still 
a work in progress, and the staff 
appreciates everyone’s patience.

Work  o rde r s  and  lo t 
improvement forms were men-
tioned a few times at the Forum. 
Barber explained the difference 
between the two forms and the 
process by which they are submit-
ted.

Work orders may be submitted 
at the TR Office for everyday 
concerns around the park or at 
residents' lots. Examples around 
the park include the aforemen-
tioned fountain at Mirror Lake not 
working, water leaks such as that 
seen on Maple Ave. in The Village, 
electrical issues and problematic 
tree limbs. Examples at residents' 
lots include rock or shell delivery, 
shed concerns and lawn mowing.

Lot improvement forms are 
required for larger projects or 
changes to your lot, whether 
temporary or permanent. Lot 
improvement forms are also sub-
mitted at the TR Office. These 
requests are more formal and must 
be approved before work begins. 
Examples of projects or improve-
ments that require work orders 
include installation of concrete 
pads, brick pavers, or drive strips, 
and sun screens or screen room 
additions. Other examples include 
roofing, sheds, electrical upgrades, 
adding or removing trees and 
shrubs, painting, skirting and 
adding flower beds.

Barber shares that in the 
future, in addition to stopping in 
the office, residents will also be 
able to submit work orders, as well 
as lot improvement forms through 
InTouchLink. If you are unsure 
which form you need, the TR 
Office is happy to help guide you.

Monday, Feb. 2, at       
1 p.m. in Busch Hall 

New policy to practice
C2010 Electric-Assisted Bicycles (E-Bikes)

CHAD BARBER

by Deborah May, President
 By now, most of the residents 

and stockholders have received 
their AGM packet for the AGM 
meeting on March 10, 2026. In the 
packet is your ballot for voting for 
the candidates who have applied 
for the Board positions. There are 
only four individuals to vote for 
because that is all the resumes the 
Nominating Committee received.  
At this point, there will be four 
openings for the Board in 2026.  
When you vote, you may vote for 
only one individual, two individu-
als, three individuals or all four 
individuals. The three candidates 
who get the most votes will receive 
a three-year term; the fourth 
candidate will receive a two-year 
term. Please read all the informa-
tion in your packet. There are no 
2026 Resolutions to vote for even 
though it is listed on the Index to 
Contents. Please return the ballot 
ASAP to ensure that we have a 
quorum. Without a quorum of 
ballots, there can be no election.  

Every year when the AGM 
packets are sent out a number of 
them are returned by the Post 
Office as undeliverable. The most 
common reason for these returns 
is that individuals have relocated 
due to various circumstances. 
However, the issue lies with the 
governing SEC statutes, which 

stipulate that the mailing address 
must  match the one on the 
Travelers Rest stock certificate. 
The office makes every effort to 
obtain a forwarding address when 
packets are recognized as having 
an incorrect address. 

When a physical mailing 
address change occurs, it is crucial 
to inform the Travelers Rest office 
promptly and have the correction 
made to the stock certificate. 
According to SEC regulations, if 
the annual packet is returned from 
the stock mailing list, it is assumed 
to be lost. In many cases, a neigh-
bor or friend may know the 
stockholder and can inform them 
about the need to update their 
address with the office.

There are a couple of common 
scenarios that frequently arise. For 
instance, when a single woman or 
widow gets remarried, their name 
often changes, no longer matching 
the stock certificate. Similarly, 
when a couple or individual moves 

into an assisted living facility and 
their mailing address with Travel-
ers Rest remains unchanged the 
packet is often returned as undeliv-
erable, leading to the assumption 
of lost stock. When a stockholder 
passes away, the administrator or 
the individual inheriting the stock 
should notify the office immedi-
ately.  It is imperative that a share 
of stock has the correct name of 
the current owner listed.  When one 
of the owners of jointly held stock 
has died and the stock is being 
transferred to beneficiaries, 
include a copy of the death certifi-
cate and IRS Form W9 for the new 
owner with the Stock Transfer 
Request (back of stock certificate). 

The Travelers Rest office 
follows a legal procedure in 
attempting to locate the stock-
holder, which involves a lengthy 
process, including a paid search 
from a national database. Once all 
legal avenues to locate the stock-
holder have been exhausted, the 
stock must be surrendered, and the 
par value is issued to the State of 
Florida. 

Please take a few minutes to 
ensure that your current address 
and name match the one on your 
Travelers Rest stock certificate and 
your ballot label matches the stock 
certificate. It is an essential part of 
your investment in the Travelers 
Rest community and a valuable 
asset. Safeguarding your Travelers 
Rest stock is of utmost importance 
now and in the future. 

Voting and stock 
certificates

Electric-Assisted Bicycles (E-Bikes) are classified as vehicles under A0010 and shall comply with all TR 
rules applicable to vehicles, bicycles and golf carts. In addition, the following rules apply:
1. Operation on TR roads: E-Bikes must be operated only on TR roadways and designated paths. Riding on 
sidewalks, across other sites or through grassy common areas is prohibited.
2. Speed and Safe Conduct: Operators must maintain safe, controlled speeds appropriate in all areas.
Excessive speed, racing, weaving or reckless operation is prohibited. E-Bikes must always yield to 
pedestrians.
3. Age of Operators: Operators must be 16 years or older, unless directly supervised by an adult who 
assumes responsibility. 
4. Lighting and Visibility: After dusk, E-Bikes must display an operational front light and rear reflector or
light. Dark-colored clothing is discouraged during low-light conditions.
5. Parking and Storage: E-Bikes must be parked and/or stored in a safe location and manner that does
not obstruct access or walkways. No parking or storage is permitted in any TR Building. Indoor charging 
must only occur in accordance with manufacturer safety guidelines. (Approved 12-2-25)

Monday, Feb. 16 at 
3 p.m.  Busch Hall 

front porch

https://seebetterflorida.com/
https://ronniescarpets.com/
https://www.chrisaccompany.com
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The Servant’s Plow
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ANTHONY SHIPE

God sees us from the burning bush
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Choir Rehearsal
Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 8:45 a.m.

Bernie Gutridge
Sunday Service
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Hymn Sing 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Anthony Shipe  
Holy Communion
First Sunday of the month.

The TR Times
Vision Statement

To be a trusted source of information for the TR Community.

Mission Statement
To promote activities and events, recognize achieve-

ments, encourage resident support of our advertisers and 
report topics of interest in a manner that positively supports 

the TR Community.

This past week the nation celebrated the birthday of Dr. Martin 
Luther King.  King was a man who literally gave his life for his beliefs 
in civil rights.

King was only 39 years old when he was assassinated. Yet during 
the 11 years that he conducted his crusade he traveled approximately   
6 million miles, wrote 5 books and made 2,500 speeches.  He was arrested 
over 20 times and assaulted four times. King was also the youngest 
person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. The prize carried an award of 
$54,123 which King donated to the Civil Rights Movement.

A married man with four children, King was the pastor in a Baptist 
church earning a very moderate salary. How then, was King able to afford 
to carry on his crusade?

King had a long-time close friend in entertainer Harry Belafonte.  
Belafonte, also a firm believer in civil rights, made a little known personal 
pledge to King. He pledged to cover ALL King’s expenses, both personal 
and professional. This extended to include college educations for all four 
of King’s children. Belafonte’s home also became a sanctuary for King.  
What a remarkable gift.

TR is also a giving community. Our support helps the needy of Dade 
City in many ways.

Our food boxes at Thanksgiving and Christmas, as well as the 
support from TR Special Ministries helps feed Dade City’s needy. Our 
church trailer provides clothing and household items. The up-coming 
Souper Bowl Sunday will provide more food. Our annual support of 
Habitat for Humanity provides both physical and financial support to 
the organization. Overall TR gives thousands of dollars in cash, food 
and material items to our local charities.

While TR’s giving cannot begin to match that of Harry Belafonte, 
we have a huge impact on the lives of the needy in Dade City. The act 
of giving provides a blessing to both the giver and the recipient. Continue 
to be blessed by continuing to give. mre

The act of giving
by Margaret Emmetts

When we at the paper think of our 
history we tend to think in the terms 
of pre-COVID and post-COVID.

Most people do not realize just 
how many volunteers were and are 
involved in the production of the paper 
each week. Can you believe that 
pre-COVID we had a staff of about  
90 people. Like a commercial newspa-
per, we had a staff divided into 
categories. We had writers, editors, 
proof readers, page-makers, photogra-
phers and an advertising staff. In 
addition, we had the Operating Com-
mittee that oversees the production of 
the paper and many people who work 
behind the scenes.

During COVID we were unable 
to print a newspaper for several rea-

sons. Many of our advertisers, on 
whom we rely to pay for our expenses, 
were closed thereby cutting off our 
income. The Board decided that we 
could only have about two people in 
the office at a time. We were able to 
continue publishing the newspaper but 
only on-line.

Post-COVID we were once again 
able to produce a printed newspaper. 
However, there were major changes. 
Some of our advertisers went out of 
business as a result of the epidemic. 
Our advertising income was severely 
impacted. We also lost many of our 
volunteers. From a staff of 90 we are 
currently operating with a staff of 37!

A major loss was in the area of 
photographers. Do you enjoy seeing 

your photo in print? We would love 
to be able to do this, but we are 
currently functioning with one 
photographer. We know there are 
many talented photographers in the 
park and would really appreciate 
their help.

You do not have to have a 
sophisticated camera. Most new 
phones take great photos. You 
simply would have to email the 
photo to us. We do the processing.

You can understand why we 
think in terms of pre- and post-
COVID. We are struggling to 
produce the same quality newspa-
per with less money, about one-third 
the staff and few photos. Yet the 
“weekly miracle”  continues.

by Chaplain Anthony Shipe
Exodus 3 opens with an 

ordinary scene. Moses is not 
preaching, leading, or performing 
miracles. He is tending sheep—
someone else’s sheep—on the far 
side of the wilderness. That detail 
matters. Moses is not in a position 
of power or prominence. He is 
hidden, quiet  and likely convinced 
that his best days are behind him. 
That is precisely where God shows 
up.

The burning bush is not a 
spectacle meant to impress the 
masses. It is a personal interrup-
tion. A bush burns without being 
consumed, and Moses does what 
many of us do when something 
catches our attention—he turns 
aside to look. That small decision 
becomes the doorway to a life-
altering encounter. Scripture says, 
“When the LORD saw that he had 
gone over to look, God called to 
him from within the bush,” (Exo-
dus 3:4). 

God speaks when Moses pays 
attention.

Before God reveals His plans, 
He gives an instruction: “Do not 
come any closer. Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you 
are standing is holy ground.” This 
moment establishes a pattern we 
often overlook. God’s call always 
begins with reverence. Sensitivity 
to God starts with knowing who 
God is—and who we are not. 
Moses does not rush forward. He 
stops. He listens. He obeys.

We live in a culture that 
rewards speed, confidence and 
volume. Faith, however, is formed 
in attentiveness. Moses does not 
yet know what God will ask of him, 
but he learns immediately how 
God must be approached. 
Trustworthiness in following God 
begins with humility. Holy ground 

is not about geography; it is about 
posture.

Then God speaks words that 
should never be rushed past: “I 
have indeed seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them 
crying out… I am concerned about 
their suffering.” 

God is not distant and 
unaware. 

The burning bush reveals a 
God who sees, hears and knows. 
Before Moses is sent anywhere, he 
learns something essential: God’s 
instructions flow from compas-
sion, not impulse.

This matters for us. When we 
claim to act on God’s behalf, 
whether in our families, communi-
ties or congregations, our actions 
must reflect God’s heart. Clarity 
without compassion becomes 
harsh. Zeal without listening 
becomes dangerous. God does not 
say, “I am angry, so go fix this.” 
God says, “I see. I hear. I care. 
Therefore, I am sending you.”

Moses ,  unders tandably, 
hesitates. He asks questions. He 
voices fear. He names his inade-
quacy. Far from rebuking him, God 
responds with reassurance. “I will 
be with you.” 

That promise is the anchor of 
the entire story.

God does not send Moses with 
a detailed roadmap, but with a 
trustworthy presence. Sensitivity 
to God does not mean having every 
answer; it means trusting the One 
who goes with us. When Moses 
asks for God’s name, God 
responds, “I AM WHO I AM.” 

This is not a riddle meant to 
confuse. It is a declaration of 
reliability. God is not defined by 
circumstance, empire or human 
failure. God simply is. The One 
who sends Moses is steady, 
self-existent and faithful. That is 
why God can be trusted—even 
when the task feels overwhelming.

For our community today, the 
burning bush speaks clearly. God 
still sees people in quiet suffering. 
God still calls ordinary individuals 
who feel unqualified and God still 
asks for careful obedience, not 
reckless action. Sensitivity to God 
means turning aside long enough 
to listen. Trustworthiness means 
acting only on what God has 
actually said, not what we assume 
or prefer.

We are not  a l l  cal led to 
confront Pharaoh, but we are all 
called to notice where God is 
already at work. Sometimes the 
most faithful thing we can do is 
remove our sandals—slow down, 
show reverence and listen before 
we speak or act. God’s instructions 
are not burdensome when we 
remember who gives them.

The burning bush reminds us 
of this enduring truth: God sees us, 
even in the wilderness. God 
speaks, even in ordinary moments. 
Lastly when God calls, He does 
not abandon us to figure it out 
alone. The God who says “I AM” 
is present, trustworthy and worthy 
of our attentive obedience. The 
beauty is, you will never get burnt 
approaching God. 

40 years and counting - Part 3

https://www.sacredheartdadecity.org


Healthy Tips

by Ken Hankinson
At the Monday, Jan. 12 TR 

Veterans monthly meeting, 
members heard from Ernie Smith, 
director of the Vets Feeding Vets 
Program based in Zephyrhills. 
Smith discussed details of the 
relatively new program, which 
began in 2024 to meet the needs of 
veterans requiring assistance with 
food and nutrition.

Although the program is only 
two years old, its growth has been 
significant, expanding from feed-
ing 12 to 15 veterans during its first 
week in 2024 to serving more than 
250 veterans in January 2026. The 
program is entirely staffed and 
managed by volunteers, including 
both veterans and community 
members.

Operations are conducted 
from a facility owned by AMVETS 
at no cost for rent. The program is 
responsible only for utilities, 

which can be substantial due to the 
continuous operation of 10 to      
12 freezers and six to 10 refriger-
ators used to store donated meat 
and vegetables. Food donations 
come from a variety of sources, 
including corporations, busi-
nesses, local clubs and organiza-
tions.

Volunteers prepare food 
packages on Thursdays, with 
distribution to veterans every 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Zephyrhills facility.

Whi le  the  o rgan iza t ion 
currently has an adequate number 
of volunteers, it remains in need of 
financial donations to help offset 
operating costs. Among the largest 
expenses are meat, chicken and 
pork products, which are included 
in weekly food packages.

Those wishing to support the 
program may make checks payable 
to the Vets Feeding Vets Program 
and mail them to Regional Director 
Ernie Smith, Vets Feeding Vets, 
4717 Airport Road, Zephyrhills, 
FL 33542.

For additional information or 
to request a self-addressed enve-
lope for donations, contact Ken 
Hankinson at lot 2609 in The 
Village.

Vets Feeding Vets Program 
meets with TR veterans

by Beverly Bean KR4FDL
Just imagine for a moment. A 

hurricane warning has been issued 
for Pasco County. High winds and 
power outages are expected. Cell 
towers are down. Sound familiar? 
What happens at TR then? I’ll tell 
you what – your TR Amateur 
Radio Club jumps into action. 
They provide emergency radio 
communication that helps TR 
Management, residents, as well as 
Pasco County Emergency Man-
agers, stay informed during and 
after the storm. How can we 
respond so quickly? Because we 

practice and one of the ways we 
practice is by participating each 
year in the national Winter Field 
Day emergency exercise. 

On Friday, Jan. 23 and 
Saturday, Jan. 24, the Travelers 
Rest Amateur Radio Club will 
once again participate in the 
national Winter Field Day training. 
They will set up and operate two 
remote radio stations, one from the 
Snack Shack Pavilion and one 
dedicated to Morse Code, that will 
be operated from the Ham Shack 
(the concrete building directly 
across from Citrus).  Activities 
begin on Friday, Jan. 23 when 
members of the TR Amateur Radio 
Club gather to begin setting up 
antennas, batteries, alternative 
power sources and radio equip-
ment in preparation to begin 
transmitting at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day. Operations will continue 
throughout the evening, culminat-
ing on Sunday at 4:59 p.m. All 
licensed amateur radio operators 
are encouraged to participate in 
this emergency communications 
exercise. 

At its heart, Winter Field Days 
is all about sharpening our Club’s 
emergency communication abili-
ties. This is a fun and exciting 
annual exercise for us that offers a 

Amateur Radio Club
Winter Field Days

TR emergency communication in action

File photos
Dave Baur and Jim Zigrosser interact with other  participants 
in North America during this 2023 Winter Field Day.

Russ and Jackie Thackery practice their emergency-style field 
operations during the 2023 Winter Field Days.

unique opportunity for Club Hams 
to plan, prepare and set up realistic, 
emergency-style “field opera-
tions” in less-than-ideal condi-
tions. During this time, our Club 
works through the technical details 

of communicating without elec-
tricity during a crisis. This year, 
our club will be utilizing a Jackery 
Lithium Ion Battery provided by 
Chris Bracknell (KD4OLY), Joe 
Colao’s (KC2RAR) Cyber Truck 
as well as the on-board generator 
on Pam (KQ4PWQ) and Gary 
Grew’s (KO4FHF) Ford F150 
Echoboost Truck to power the 
batteries that will run our remote 
radio stations.

TR Hams will practice 
contacting and interacting with 
other Winter Field Day partici-
pants in North America, exchang-
ing information such as Call Signs, 
the number of radio transmitters 
being operated simultaneously as 
well as the operating location 
(home, indoors, outdoors or with 
a mobile radio). In addition, 
American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) section codes are 
exchanged. This is the official 
national organization for licensed 
Amateur Radio Operators where 
location codes are assigned based 
on your state/country. 

Why do we do this? Because 
Winter Field Days help TR and 
Amateur Radio Clubs nationwide 
improve disaster preparedness. We 
practice operating in adverse 
conditions using equipment we 
have on hand. So when cell service 
is down and the power is off, TR 
still has a way to communicate 
with the outside world.

Please stop by and see your 
TR Amateur Radio Club in action! 
Any Club Member will be happy 
to walk you through the process 
and you may even get to use one 
of the radios! 

by Donna Neer, EMT, RN 
(retired)

DVT - Deep Vein Thrombosis
I am sure that many of us, 

whether while living here at TR, 
or at home, have heard or known 
of someone who has had a blood 
clot. 

Let’s first discuss a blood clot. 
A blood clot that forms in our veins 
is a semi-solid gel-like mass 
(DVT) that can block the flow of 
blood. These can be stationary 
(thrombosis).  The danger of a 
DVT is if this clot (thrombosis)  
breaks loose and travels to our 
heart.  Medically, these formations 
in our blood are known as “deep 
vein thrombosis.” Can a DVT be 
considered dangerous?  Oh you 
bet that they are!

Before I go into the subject of 
veins I would first like to explain 
that arteries take blood AWAY 
from your heart and provide oxy-
genated blood to your body while 
veins take your deoxygenated 
blood BACK to the heart.   It is in 
the veins where a DVT can form, 
most generally in the legs, but can 
also form in a person’s arm.  While 
our arteries allow blood to flow 
freely, our veins have little ‘flaps’ 
where blood cells can clump 
together.  How and why does this 
happen?

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, the main cause of a DVT 
is “often triggered by inactivity 
(long travel, bed rest) or vein 
injury (surgery, trauma).” The 
article further stated that "condi-
tions that make blood clot more 
easily (genetics, cancer, obesity, 
hormonal changes)” can also lead 
to the formation of blood clots.  
Stanford Health Care  also states 
that a DVT “is a blood clot…that 
often occurs in the legs” in a deep 
vein within the body.” The Cleve-
land Clinic further lists other 
causes of a DVT such as having 
an autoimmune disease such as 
lupus, smoking, varicose veins, 
being pregnant or having recently 
delivered a baby, taking hormone 
therapy and chemotherapy.

As I mentioned above, a DVT 
is a serious condition. Most often 
a DVT will cause a person’s leg to 
swell in the calf with pain.  The 

calf area can appear red and is 
warm to touch.  A DVT that has 
formed in the arm usually presents 
with swell ing that occurs 
suddenly, is painful and  the arm 
is red and warm to touch.  Interest-
ingly, the left leg is most often 
affected by blood clots. The 
Cleveland Clinic also mentioned 
that abdominal pain, a severe sud-
den headache or enlarged surface 
veins may appear larger than 
normal.  Sometimes, though, these 
symptoms are very mild and a 
person may not realize that they 
have a DVT until the clot breaks 
lose, travels to the lung and is now 
a dangerous Pulmonary Embolism.  
A Pulmonary Embolism is 
life-threatening as it causes block-
age in the pulmonary artery.          

What can we do to help reduce 
the occurrence of a DVT?  My 
goodness, there are so many 
simple and helpful natural preven-
tions we can safely do without a 
healthcare professional's recom-
mendation. Wear loose-fitting 
clothes, socks or stockings and 
change positions often, especially 
when traveling.  I personally 
perform what I call push/pulls with 
my feet when we travel from Ohio 
to TR. I generally raise my feet six 
or so inches off of the floor of the 
car and will pretend I am pushing 
my foot against a wall and flex my 
foot back.  I will do 20 reps on each 
foot every hour; plus we stop every 
2 hours, stretch and walk a bit.  
With my healthcare professional’s 
OK, I start taking a baby aspirin 5 
days prior to our leaving and 
during our 2 days of traveling. 
Why?  Aspirin is a blood thinner 
and can reduce the chance of a 
blood clot finding a home in my 
body.  Your health-care profes-
sional may recommend compres-
sion stockings which are helpful 
as well.  Most definitely, your 
healthcare professional must be 
consulted prior to starting any 
exercise program or taking any 
over-the-counter medication such 
as aspirin.  

References: Mayo Clinic, 
Cleveland Clinic, Stanford Health 
Care, ON HEALTH 

https://www.facebook.com/TCPDiscountGrocery/
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by Kathy Farler
The Ohio Day Luncheon is 

approaching soon. It is the first 
Sunday in February, Feb. 1, from 
1 to 3 p.m. The location is Citrus 
East. A sign-up sheet is posted on 
the Busch Hall Bulletin Board.

Please bring a covered dish to 
share as well as your own table 
service. A $3 donation will be 
collected at the door.

We welcome and greatly 
appreciate donations for door 
prizes. If you have questions or 
would like to drop off donations, 
please contact either Kathy Farler 
740-701-4032, lot 08-09 or Anita 
Glenn 419-236-5648, lot 10-69.

Ohio

New England
by Bard Fuller

Hip Hip Hooray! We are here 
to say it’s time for the Annual New 
England Potluck Luncheon. This 
event is always a good time with 
good friends and good food. 

The luncheon will take place 
on Sunday, Jan. 25, 12:30 p.m. in 
Citrus East. Please bring a dish to 
share as well as your place setting 
and something to drink. The 
Signup Sheet is in Busch Hall on 
the Activities Board.  

If you have any questions, 
please contact Kathy Fuller, 
860-302-1367.

Indiana
by Carol Yoder
“Back home again in Indiana
Where it seems that I can see,
The gleaming candlelight still 
burning bright on the Wabash . . .
Then I long for my Indiana home.” 
~James Hanley and Ballard 
McDonald, 1917

This beautiful old song 
definitely brings back memories  
of our Hoosier State. Join us       
for Indiana Day on Wednesday,       
Feb. 18 at 11 a.m. for a delicious 
lunch at Papa Joe’s Italian Restau-
rant located at 6244 Spring Lake 
Highway, Brooksville.  

We will be ordering from the 
lunch menu.  Each attendee will be 
responsible for the cost of their 
meal and tip.  Please contact Carol 
Yoder, lot 2503 or 260-820-3481, 
by Saturday, Feb. 14.

New York 
by Pat Gouchie

Save the date: The New York 
State Luncheon will be held on 
Sunday, Feb. 22 at noon in Citrus 
East.

Details published soon.

by Cathy Stuart
Hello ladies. This is the last 

call to sign up for the old-fash-
ioned, new-fashioned Tea Party to 
be held on Saturday,  Jan. 24 from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. in Citrus East.

Just bring your favorite teacup 
and saucer, or borrow one of ours, 
and six to twelve treats to share. 
Feel free to wear a hat and flowery 
clothes if you wish.

Sign-up sheets are on the 
Bulletin Board in Busch Hall until 
Wednesday, Jan. 21.  Come out and 
enjoy a beau-tea-ful afternoon. 

Donations will be accepted at 
the door.

Last call 
for the 

Tea Party

TR Fashion Show 
Forever Young

by LuAnn Gatewood and  
Cindy Tinkham

The TR Fashion Show, For-
ever Young, is just around the 
corner. Plan to join us for a fun 
afternoon on Thursday, Feb. 12 at 
2 p.m. in Busch Hall. Models will 
be wearing favorite outfits from 
their closets, treasures found at 

thrift stores, or maybe, brand new 
outfits they just could not resist. 
We will enjoy tasty snacks after the 
show. There is no charge to attend, 
however, donations will be grate-
fully accepted at the door. These 
donations will help offset the costs 
for putting on the show. We look 
forward to seeing you there.

by Linda Murphy
The TR Woodcarving Club 

meets weekly on Wednesdays 
from 9 a.m. to noon at Citrus West, 
through April 1. Everyone is wel-
come, from first-time observers to 
experienced carvers.

The club will offer several 
guided classes that walk partici-
pants through projects step by step. 
The first project of the season is a 
simple comfort bird, designed to 
teach the basics of knife use and 
pattern carving. Instruction will 
cover types of cuts, safe carving 
techniques and proper tool sharp-
ening. Hands-on carving will take 
place at each meeting.

A required carving glove and 
knife will be available for purchase 
at cost or participants may bring 
their own tools.

Required items:
Knife               
Carving glove
Pencil and eraser
Wound sea l  ( r equ i red  fo r 
participants on blood thinners)
Bandages  
Suggested items:
Compass for making circles (not 
for finding your way out of the 
woods)

Additional projects may be 
offered based on interest, includ-
ing:

January-small cardinal tree 
ornament and shorebird.

February-face carved in 
cottonwood bark.

March-participant’s choice.

   TR Woodcarving 

TR 
Dance Night

by Lora Davis
Great turnout at the Activities 

Showcase! The Activities Show-
case was a lot of fun. Busch Hall 
was full of tables proudly showing 
many of the interest ing and 
engaging activities offered at TR. 
We had a great turnout of both new 
and current residents. Some people 
were investigating what was 
available while others looked to 
expanding their interests with 
something new. A big thank you to 
everyone who helped with the 
setup and teardown and all that 
went into making this event such 
a success.

Now that the Park is filling up, 
the Park and its buildings are 
becoming very busy. There’s 
almost always something happen-
ing somewhere. Occasionally a 
location might have activities 
scheduled back-to-back. It has 
been a great tradition in TR over 
the years that residents show the 
same respect and kindness to one 
another that they would hope to 

receive. We’re really fortunate to 
have so many locations for so 
many things to happen.

As we look toward the end of 
January, we have a number of 
regional luncheons happening: 
New England, Pennsylvania Day 
and Canada Day. If you are a part 
of these communities, don’t forget 
to sign up for these events.  

The Silver Springs Glass 
Bottom Boat Trip and Lunch is 
Thursday, Jan. 29. The Friday 
Night Dance nights have resumed 
with some featuring a DJ and  the 
Travelaires Orchestra. There will 
be a Travelaires Orchestra Dance 
on Friday, Jan. 30 in Busch Hall 
that  will have a Western theme.

Finally, a reminder that 
InTouchLink always has the most 
up-to-date event information. If 
you are unfamiliar with InTouch-
Link, it is a mobile app that you 
can download to keep up with 
what’s happening at TR. Please 
contact the TR Office if you need 
assistance.

Activity Affairs Coffee Seminar News
by Leslie Ewing

A television monitor has been 
lent to the Coffee Seminars for 
ONE Seminar. I  st i l l  need a 
television monitor that is at least 
40 inches and HDMI so that we 
can plug a laptop computer into it. 
If anyone has a television monitor 
like this and isn't using it, please 
contact Leslie Ewing. My contact 
information is in the phone book 
and on InTouchLink. I am in the 
Cabana Section.

Seminars planned when I 
know we will have a television 
screen:

Tuesday, Feb. 17 - Pasco 
County Parks Department will 
come to talk about the pickleball 
programs at various county parks 
in Pasco County.

Date to be determined - 
Advent Health will have a Power 
Point Presentation about fall 
prevention. We are still working 
on a date when a physician will be 
available. I have kept several dates 
open for them.

The next Coffee Seminar will 
be Tuesday, Jan. 27 at 8 a.m. in 
Busch Hall. Meals on Wheels is 
coming to explain what they do 
and how they work. Some of our 
neighbors here at TR receive 
Meals on Wheels.

On Thursday, Jan. 29 at 8 a.m., 
TR's own Tom Butler will be 
talking about birds and showing 
photographs that he has taken here 
at Vanishing Lake and also on his 
travels. This should be very inter-
esting to folks at TR. 

Coffee and breakfast will be 
ready at 7:30 a.m., so if you can 
arrive early to get your coffee and 
food, it will help us get started on 
time. We don't want Tom to cut his 
presentation short.

by Gary Dietz
Do you know which TV 

character was known for saying, 
“Gee, Mrs. Cleaver …”? 

How about which candy bar’s 
slogan was, “Sometimes you feel 
like a nut”? 

If so, you will want to join us 
for Trivia Night on Monday, Jan. 
26 at 7 p.m. in Citrus East.

Participants may form teams 
of up to six people and test their 
knowledge against other trivia 
buffs. Sign-up sheets are available 
in the Post Office Lobby. 
Answers:
Eddie Haskell from “Leave It to 
Beaver”
Almond Joy

TRivia Night

TRGA
special events
by Kathy Reimann

You will want to hold these 
dates for upcoming special events 
sponsored by the TRGA.

1) Friday, Jan. 30, 2 to 4 p.m. 
in front of Busch Hall--ticket sales 
for Under the Tuscan Sun Italian 
Dinner that will  be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 28, 5:30 p.m. in 
Busch Hall. Tickets are $25 each. 
We will be selling 240 tickets–    
24 tables of 10 people each.

2) Saturday, Feb. 7, 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m. at the Flea Market in 
Busch Hall–Ladies League 
rummage sale of donated clothing. 
The money will be used for TR 
Golf Course and park beautifica-
tion.

3) Saturday, Feb. 21, Scav-
enger Hunt,1 to 3 p.m. Sign up for 
teams. More information to follow.

The Golf Course Appreciation 
Event will follow at 3 p.m. in front 
of Mirror Lake with free hot dogs 
and condiments. Yes, chopped 
onions. This is a park-wide event. 
Even if you don’t participate in the 
Scavenger Hunt, please come and 
enjoy the beauty of our Golf 
Course.

by Diana Hill
TR, dig out your dancing 

shoes. Here is our TR Dance Night 
schedule for 2026. The schedule is 
subject to change so refer to 
InTouchLink as well.

Jan. 23:  DJs Rich, Rosemarie 
and Diana will be attempting to 
rock the house.

Feb. 6: Party Planners will 
have a Drive-Thru Steak Dinner 
and then the dance will go from   
7 to 9 p.m. with DJ Dave rocking 
the house dinner.

Feb. 20: Jesse Derringer will 
be here with a variety of dance 
genres. Please support us with your 
attendance. We hope to have more 
paid entertainment in the future 
and your donations will help fund 
these dances. 

March 6: DJ Dave rocking the 
house with slow dances, light rock, 
line dances as well as your 
requests.

March 20: DJ Dave rocking 
the house again.

Our next dance is TONIGHT, 
Friday, Jan. 23 from 7 to 9 p.m. in 
Busch Hall.  We will stick with the 
DIY setup.  Set up your own tables 
and chairs. Bring your own bever-
ages, snacks and table decorations. 
There is no charge at the door 
donations are welcome. We still do 
it the "TR Way" - clean up, take 
down tables and take out the trash. 
If you are not able to help, no 
worries. Come join the fun for a 
little while or stay until the end. 
No partner or talent needed.

Thanks to everyone that has 
been making this new group of 
people a huge success. Call Diana 
Hill at 352-535-8569 if you have 
any questions about DIY dance.  
Look for our flyers or join our 
Facebook page, TR Dance Night 
FL, to keep up-to-date.

Quilt-A-Rama

Save the date

Tuesday, March 3

Details to follow

https://www.allcoastroofingllc.com
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TR Model Railroad Club
by Brian Krupicka

The TR Model Railroad 
Club’s first meeting of 2026 was 
exciting. Several members’ con-
structed displays were unveiled 
and assembled into a working 
railroad. These new displays, 
when joined together, give us even 
greater flexibility in providing 
larger and more complex arrange-
ments. If you have any questions, 
please contact Brian Krupicka at 
TRTrains@dbcomserv.com or 
call 630-961-1243. Meetings take 
place on Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon, in the Jeri Miller Activity 
Building 

Notice: Last year the TR 
Model Railroad Club received 
model train i tems which TR 
residents were going to discard.  
Please, please do not discard 
model railroad items. Three of 

our members recycle items 
which can be reused in the form 
of small layouts consisting of 
track, trains and a power system.
These refurbished items are then 
donated to underprivileged fami-
lies.  We have no monetary interest 
in this, other than offering those 
less fortunate in our own commu-
nity an opportunity to enjoy the 
hobby.

Photo by  Pam Watkins
Marcia at work on her 
gnome homes.

Photo by  Pam Watkins

Activities Showcase

Quilters Cloie Morgan, Laura Lilawski and Peggy 
Sander show some of their work. 

Photos by Pam Watkins

Learn more about mats for the homeless 
from Kathy Gold and Lorraine Gould.

Advertiser Spotlight 
Papa Joe’s Italian Restaurant

  What’s new with the TRWC

by Diana Hill 
The TR Welcoming Commit-

tee (TRWC) is evolving. We are 
changing course due to increased 
digital access to information. With 
more than 100 things to do at TR, 
Red Dot Socials were difficult to 
fit in so we are discontinuing them.

Newcomers, please stop by 
the TRWC table on Sunday 
evenings for your Welcome Goody 

Bag and information about both 
TR and our surrounding commu-
nities.

If this is your first season, you 
will receive a red dot to place on 
your name tag letting everyone 
know you are new. 

The check-in information  
changes rapidly, and this approach 
ensures every new guest is wel-
comed when they stop by our table. 
You can st i l l  get questions 
answered by anyone wearing a red 
TRWC shirt, as well as your 
neighbors or the TR Office. You 
may also fill out the Need More 
Information form at our table.

We look forward to seeing you 
throughout the community and 
hope you feel welcome in our little 
piece of paradise.

TRWC TABLE
Photo submitted by Diana Hill

by Pam Watkins
Papa Joe’s Italian Restaurant 

at 6244 Spring Lake Hwy. in 
Brooksville has been a familiar 
and welcoming presence in our 
area for 44 years. Founded in 
1981, the restaurant has grown 
alongside the area it calls home, 
offering a place for diners to gather 
over classic Italian dishes and 
warm Italian hospitality.

Owner Joe Giarratano says 
the decision to settle in 
Brooksville was an easy one. After 
moving next door to his in-laws, 
he fell in love with the area’s 
rolling hills and quickly adjusted 
to the small-town feel. That sense 
of family and connection is 
reflected in the restaurant itself, 
which remains proudly family-
owned and operated. Joe’s passion 
for food and loving people traces 

back to his childhood in Italy, 
where he learned to cook at home 
alongside his mother and grand-
mother. “There’s nothing like 
homemade Italian cuisine enjoyed 
in a family setting,” he said, a 
philosophy that is reflected in his 
restaurant.

In addition to its sit-down 
dining, Papa Joe’s also offers 
catering services, working closely 
with clients to understand their 
needs, budget and vision before 
helping them build the right menu 
for their event.

While running the restaurant 
keeps Joe busy, he views the 
restaurant as his primary way of 
supporting the community by 
serving it well. That same belief 
extends to advertising in The TR 
Times, where Papa Joe’s has been 

a longtime supporter for more than 
a decade. Joe calls it a “win-win,” 
helping sustain a local newspaper 
while staying connected to the TR 
community and “seeing their 
beautiful faces in our restaurant.” 

Joe Giarratano truly enjoys 
the relationships built over the 
years with customers and staff 
alike—relationships that keep 
Papa Joe’s Italian Restaurant at the 
heart of the community it serves.

Papa Joe’s Italian Restaurant 
is open Tuesday through Sunday. 
You may make reservations online 
at papajoes.org or by calling 
352-799-3904, but walk-ins are 
always welcome. When you visit 
Papa Joe’s, let them know you saw 
them in The TR Times and that you 
appreciate their support of our 
community’s newspaper.

by Margaret Emmetts
Busch Hall was the scene of  

a recent Activities Showcase. The 
program was designed to intro-
duce residents to the more than           
100 activities available to them at 
TR. Some activities have been 
active in the park since the park 
opened, while others are relatively 
new.

One activity that has both old 
and new aspects is quilting.  Basic 
Quilting has been done at TR for 
decades. The new aspect is that 
quilting has joined with the sewing 
group to produce dresses for little 
girls. There is a world-wide 
program called “Dress-A-Girl.”  
The aim of this program is to 
produce simple sack dresses for 
young girls in poor countries.  
Working together the quilters and 
sewers have made about 25 kits 

that are ready for someone to sew.  
It is a simple pattern that does not 
require much sewing expertise. 
The activities group hope to 
produce 50 dresses this season. If 
you would like to help, stop by and 
pick up a kit.  Quilters meet on 

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.  The sewing 
group meets Mondays at 9:30 a.m., 
both in Busch Hall.

Quilting will once again hold 
their annual Quilt-A-Rama in 
Busch Hall on Tuesday, March 3.  
Watch the TR Times for details.

Mats for the Homeless is one of the newer 
activities. The group collects plastic bags, such as those 
used by grocery stores, and turns them into useful mats. 
The plastic is folded, cut into strips and then crocheted 
into thick mats which are given to the food pantry         
in Masaryktown who distribute them to the homeless.

About 650 to 900 bags are required to make each 
3’ x 6’ mat. The washable mats provide an insulating 
cushion for sleeping or can be used as a wrap to provide 
warmth. Cutters, folders and crocheters are needed 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in Busch Hall. Donate your 
extra bags in Busch Hall.

Rock Painting was started by 
Diana Hill about five years ago and 
was taken over by Marcia Hatfield 
three years ago. The painted rocks 
can be decorative or functional, 
and the larger ones make great 
doorstops. The activity provides 
all the necessary supplies, includ-
ing the rocks. Or, you may bring 
your own if you can find any in 
Florida. The acrylic paint is 
applied with a brush or paint pens 
for fine details and then sprayed 
with a clear glaze. Hatfield 

demonstrated how easy it is to 
create a design.  She noted that the 
design is often suggested by the 
shape of the rock. Each month 
there is a new theme. January is 
gnome homes, February will be 
Valentine’s Day and March will be 
either St. Patrick’s Day or Easter. 
You may join this activity on 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. in the   
Jeri Miller Activity Building.

 A $5 donation is suggested to 
cover the cost of materials. 

Look for gnomes and homes
by Marcia Hatfield 

Go look for a Gnome or a 
Home this month.  The Rock 
Painting group has been busy 
creating some Gnome Love to 
share with you.  Find one around 
the Park, take a photo, post the 
photo on TR Rocks FL (our 
Facebook page) and hide it again 
to share the Gnome Love for others 
to find.

Even if you have never picked 
up a paint brush, we can show you 
the easy way to paint a rock. There 
is a lot of satisfaction in completing 
your rock design in just two hours. 
Come to the Jeri Miller Activity 
Building on any Thursday from 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We have 
all the supplies you will need.

Which Gnome do you think 
is the easiest one to paint?  Hint: 
It takes five colors and five steps.

A scattering of gnomes 
and homes.

Photo by Brian Krupicka
One of our new displays.

https://www.papajoes.org/
https://rvrepairdirect.com/directory/toy-doctor/
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PICKIN’ & GRINNIN’
Wednesdays, 3:30-5:00 PM
Hobby House. Nov - Mar

ACOUSTIC JAM SESSION

2nd and 4th Thurs., 6:30-9:00 PM 
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Nov - Apr.

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

Nov-Dec: Mon, Wed, & Fri 9:00-10:00 AM   
Jan-Apr: Mon, Wed, & Fri 9:30-10:30 AM
Pool

AQUATICS (WATER AEROBICS)

Mondays, 7:00-8:00 PM in Busch Hall
Wednesdays (Review) 10:00-11:00 AM Citrus 
East. Jan - Mar

BALLROOM DANCING

Mondays, 10:15 AM to 12:15 PM
Citrus East. Jan - Mar

BEADAHOLICS

Mondays, 5:30-7:00 PM
Busch Hall Stage. Jan 12 - Mar 16.

BIBLE STUDY (EVERYONE)

Tuesdays, 3:00 - 4:30 PM
Citrus West. Jan - Mar

BIBLE STUDY (WOMEN’S)

Tuesdays & Fridays, meet at 9:00 AM at park-
ing lot behind Busch Hall. Watch Cycling Bul-
letin Board in Busch Hall for rides.

BICYCLING

Nov - Dec: 1st & 3rd Weds 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Jan - Mar: Sats 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Citrus East.

BINGO

Tuesdays, 8:00 AM
Busch Hall Front Porch.  Jan - Mar

BIRDING

Dec - Mar: 1st Mondays. 
8:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Next to the TR Fire Station

BLOOD DRIVE AT TR

Tuesdays, 10:30 - 11:00 AM 
Paul Rife Room.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri & Sun at 1:30 PM 
Tue at 7:00 PM Jan - Mar

BOCCE 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 2:00 - 3:00 PM
Citrus West.  Jan - Mar

BOOK BROWSERS

Fridays at 1:30 PM 
Pin Chasers Bowling Lanes, Zephyrhills. 
Dec - Mar

BOWLING (OUT OF PARK)

Wednesdays, 2:30 - 4:00 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan - Mar

BRASS ENSEMBLE

Tuesdays, 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Hobby House. Jan - Mar

BRIDGE (BEGINNERS)

Tuesdays, 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Citrus West. Jan - Mar

BRIDGE (INTERMEDIATES)

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Citrus West.  Jan - Mar

BRIDGE (PARTY/PARTNERS)

For information or help with a notice or ad con-
tact:Betsy Behler or Lora Davis

BULLETIN BOARD IN BUSCH HALL

Tuesdays, 3:00 - 4:30 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan - Mar

CALLIGRAPHY

Fridays 9:30-11:00 AM
Sundays 8:45 - 9:30 AM
Busch Hall

CHOIR PRACTICE

Sunday Activities: All events in Busch Hall,
8:45am: Choir Practice, 9:30am: Bible Study
10:15am: Hymn Sing

CHURCH ASSOCIATION

10:30am: Worship service (non-denomina-
tional) 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month.

CHURCH ASSOCIATION - ADDITIONAL

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00 -11:30 AM 
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:30 AM
Citrus East Nov - Mar

CLOGGERS

1st & 3rd Saturdays
8:30 - 11:30 AM or until sold out. 
Busch Hall. Nov - Mar.

COFFEE & DONUTS

Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:00 - 9:00 AM
Busch Hall.

COFFEE SEMINARS

Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 9:00 AM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

COFFEE SOCIAL

1st Wednesdays of the month
Doors open at 6:30 PM, shows start at 7:00 PM.  
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar.

CONCERT SERIES (WEDNESDAY)

Wednesdays 7:00 PM 
Cornhole/Shuffleboard Courts, Jan - Mar

CORNHOLE

Mondays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM, 
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan-Mar

CRIBBAGE

Mondays, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan - Mar 16

DIGITAL PHOTO (CAMERA)

Tuesdays, 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan - Mar 17

DIGITAL PHOTO (POST PROCESSING)

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

DOMINOES

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Citrus East. Jan - Mar

DULCIMER JAM

Mondays, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Citrus West. Jan - Mar

DULCIMER LESSONS

Sundays 6:45 PM with program following. 
Busch Hall.

ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAYS

Fridays, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Citrus East. Nov - Mar

EUCHRE

1st Responders - Tue,11;00 AM-1:00 PM Jeri 
Miller Activity Building.  Business Mtg - 3rd 
Tue, 9AM Paul Rife Room. Nov - Apr

FIRE/RESCUE 33

Wednesdays (non-concert nights only),  
6:30 - 9:00 PM
Citrus West. Nov - Apr

FIVE CROWNS 

Saturdays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Citrus West. Dec - Mar

FIVE HUNDRED CARDS

1st Saturdays 8:30 - 10:30 AM
Busch Hall Nov - Mar
Setup at 7:00 AM Coffee & Donuts for sale.

FLEA MARKET

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Busch Hall, Nov - Dec 18

FOODIES

Mondays 10:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Busch Hall Kitchen Nov - Dec 15

FOODIES PREP TIME

Scheduled Fridays 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Busch Hall, starting January 17
Check InTouch schedule for updates.

FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE (ORCHESTRA/

Scheduled Fridays in Busch Hall. 
7:00 - 9:00 PM
Check InTouch schedule for updates.

FRIDAY NIGHT DJ DANCE

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 - 11:00 AM
Lake Margaret Nov - Apr

GARDEN CLUB

Tuesdays 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Citrus West. 
Outings 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Jan - Mar

GEOCACHING

Wednesdays 9:00 AM
Starter Shack.

GOLF - LADIES LEAGUE

Thursdays 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
Starter Shack.

GOLF - MENS LEAGUE

2nd, 3rd & 4th Saturday mornings 9:00 AM
Starter Shack.

GOLF - SCRAMBLES

2nd Thursdays, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Hobby House. Dec - Mar

GOLF ASSOCIATION MEETINGS

Tuesdays, 9:00 - 11:00 AM
Practice Range

GOLF LESSONS

Volunteer to help build homes in Pasco County. 
Projects January thru March TBA.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

HAND AND FOOT

Thursdays, 4:00 - 5:30 PM.  Backup venues: 
Cabana: Jeri Miller Activities Building; RV 
South: Citrus West; Village: Hobby House.

HAPPY HOURS

Sundays, 6:15 - 6:45 PM
Busch Hall, Nov - Mar

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Thursdays, 12:30 - 2:00 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan - Mar 19

IPHONE - LEARNING YOUR IPHONE

Mondays 6:30 - 9:00 PM, Jan - Mar
Fridays 6:30 - 9:00 PM Nov - Mar
Citrus West

JOKER

Mondays 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Busch Hall. Nov - Mar

JUBELLATION

Selected Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar
Check InTouch for specific dates

KARAOKE

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM
Citrus West. Nov - Apr

KNOTTY KNITTERS

Mondays, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Citrus East Jan - Mar 16

LEFT, CENTER, RIGHT GAME

Located in northwest corner of Busch Hall. 
Open 24/7.  Meetings: 1st Tuesdays, 1:00 - 2:00 
PM Citrus East

LIBRARY

Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:00 AM  Busch Hall
Wednesdays 1:00 - 2:00 PM Citrus West. Jan - 
Mar

LINE DANCING (BEGINNERS)

Mondays & Thursdays, 1:00 - 2:30 PM
Citrus East. Jan - Mar

LINE DANCING (IMPROVERS)

Tuesdays, 2:00 -3:00 PM Citrus East
Thursdays, 2:00 - 3:00 PM Jeri Miller Activity 
Building, Jan - Mar

LITURGICAL DANCE

Mondays & Fridays, 12:00 - 2:00 PM
Citrus West. Dec - Mar

MAH JONG (CHINESE)

Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 1:00 - 3:00 
PM  Hobby House. 
Lessons on Mondays. Nov.18 - Mar

MAH JONGG (NATIONAL LEAGUE)

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM
Busch Hall. Dec - Mar

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS

Wednesdays & Saturdays 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM 
at Mirror Lake Jan - Mar 18

MIRROR LAKE YACHT CLUB

Fridays, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building Jan 30 - Apr

MODEL RAILROAD CLUB

1st Mondays, 7:00 - 8:00 PM, Hobby House 
Tuesday rides: 8:00 AM, Busch parking lot 
Thursday rides: 9:30 AM, Busch parking lot

MOTORCYCLE CLUB (ROADRIDERS)

Mondays 5:30 PM
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 9:30 AM 
Our track by the Snack Shack. Jan - Mar

MOTORSPORTS RC CLUB

Tuesdays in Citrus East, Movie shorts at 6:45 
PM, Feature movies start at 7:00 PM. 
Movie Night runs Jan - Mar

MOVIE NIGHT (TUESDAYS)

Red Dot Social: 2nd Thu 11:30-1:00 PM, Nov - 
Dec. Coffee Seminar Newcomers: 2nd Thu 
8:00-9:00 AM, Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

NEWCOMERS RED DOT SOCIAL

Happy Hour Newcomers: 4:00 - 5:30 PM
Golf View Pavilion. Jan - Feb

NEWCOMERS RED DOT SOCIAL CONT.

Mondays, 2:00 - 5:00 PM
Citrus West Jan - Mar

OPEN ART STUDIO

Tuesdays, 12:30 - 3:00 PM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar 17

ORCHESTRA/TRAVELAIRES

Fridays, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Citrus West. Jan - Mar.

PAINTING (OIL & ACRYLIC)

Wednesdays, 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Citrus East. Jan - Mar

PAINTING (WATERCOLOR)

Thursdays, 11:15 AM - 12:15 PM 
Hobby House, Nov - Mar 19

PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP

Wednesdays, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Hobby House. Jan - Apr

PENNY POKER

2nd Mondays, 3:00 - 4:30 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan - Mar

PET LOVERS CLUB

Daily sessions available for all level of play. 
See InTouch calendar for schedule. Jan-Mar

PICKLEBALL 

Thursdays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

PINOCHLE

Tuesdays & Saturdays, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Hobby House

POKER TEXAS HOLD ’EM 

Wednesdays, 12:30 - 2:30 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Jan - Mar

POPS CHORUS

Thursdays, 1:15 - 3:30 PM
Citrus West. Jan - Mar

QUILLING ON A BUDGET

Thursdays 9:30 AM - 3 PM
Busch Hall.  2nd Thursday Guild Meeting/Show 
and Tell. Nov - Mar

QUILTING

Thursdays, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building. Dec - Mar

ROCK PAINTING 

Tuesdays, 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Green Room, Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

RUG HOOKING

Mondays, 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Busch Hall Nov - Dec

SEWING

Mondays, 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

SEWING THERAPY

4th & 5th Tuesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building,  Jan - Mar

SHOOTING CLUB (SPORTING CLAY & 

Weekdays, 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Snack Shack
January 6-March 21.

SNACK SHACK

Wednesdays, 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Mondays (Beginners), 12:45 - 2:45 PM
Jeri Miller Activity Building Jan - Mar

STAINED GLASS

Mondays & Thursdays, set up at 2:30 PM,
Play from 3:00 - 5:00 PM
Citrus East. Jan - Mar

TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG

Mondays (except 2nd Mondays) & Thursdays, 
10:00 - 11:00 AM, 
Hobby House. Jan - Mar

TAI CHI

Open play, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
9:00 - 11:00 AM Nov - Mar

TENNIS 

Sep - Dec: Mon & Wed, 9:00-10:00 AM
Jan - Mar: Mon, Wed, & Fri, 9:00-10:00 AM
Citrus East

TONE & TIGHTEN

Day trips by bus begin and end at TR. Watch 
for new trips in TR Times, BH Bulletin Board 
and InTouch.

TR TRAVEL 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 3:00 - 4:30 PM
Citrus East. Jan - Mar

TRAVELOGUE 

Tuesdays, 3:00 - 4:00 PM
Citrus East. Jan - Mar

UKULELE CLUB

2nd Mondays, 10:00 - 11:00 AM
Hobby House. All year.

VETERANS MEETING

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:15 AM
Hobby House. Nov- Mar

WAIST WATCHERS

Weekdays, 7:15 - 7:45 AM
Citrus East. Nov- Apr 10

WALKING AEROBICS (WINTER)

Mon, Wed, Fri, 7:50 - 9:00 AM Citrus East. 
Year-round.  Wed & Fri, 7:50 - 9:00 AM Citrus 
West also, Jan - Apr

WEIGHTS & STRETCHING

1st & 3rd Thursdays,11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Citrus West. Nov - Mar. 1st Thu: Welcoming 
Committee, 3rd Thu: Committee Chairs

WELCOMING COMMITTEE

Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Busch Hall. Jan - Mar

WIZARD

Weekdays, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Wood Shop
Oct-May. Membership $20.

WOOD SHOP

Wednesdays, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Citrus West. Jan - Mar

WOODCARVING

3rd Saturdays, 8:30 - 11:30 AM
Nov - Mar

YARD SALES

Restorative Yoga: Tue, 7:15 - 8:15 AM
Yoga for Athletes: Thu, 7:15 - 8:15 AM
Citrus West, Jan- Mar

YOGA

Thursdays, 8:30 - 9:30 AM
Citrus West. Cardio dance. Jan - Mar

ZUMBA

Bulletin Board Travelers Rest Resort Activities

All changes or additions
contact Lora Davis

activities@travelersrestresort.com
352-584-6377
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 Library News  Garden News

Birding Activity
by Tom Butler

Rare visitor – Winged Tiger
Please evacuate the area 

immediately. Just kidding. This 
rare visitor to our park is not rare 
in the U.S.,  just an uncommon 
visitor to our park. It is not even a 
real tiger. Meet the Great Horned 
Owl. In 10 years of scouting for 
birds within Travelers Rest I have 
spotted this tufted beauty one time 
about six months ago. He may have 
been in our sanctuary at other 
times, but there is no official record 
in eBird of his visitation. Part of 
the reason for this is the presence 
of our beloved Barred Owls. These 
two Species of Owls do not work 
well together in nature. The larger 
Great Horned Owl is more 
aggressive and will dominate the 
food sources and nesting sites in 
the area. Even though they nest at 
distinctly diverse levels of the 
canopy, hunt for slightly different 
food sources and use different 
hunting techniques, they still just 
do not coexist in harmony. Let us 
learn a little more about the visitor 
with long “ear tufts.” 

For size comparison, the Great 
Horned Owl can be up to five 
inches taller than the Barred Owl. 
Big bird! Females reach up to three 
and a half pounds, have a five-foot 
wingspan and talons that spread to 
eight inches. Those talons can 

GREAT HORNED OWL
exert 300 lbs. of pressure per 
square inch. Can you say “Yikes?” 
Early naturalists referred to this 
fearsome critter as the Tiger Owl, 
Winged Tiger, or Tiger of the Sky. 
It was also known as the Hoot Owl. 
Regardless of what you may call 
it, the Great Horned Owl com-
mands respect in the animal 
kingdom. Since medium-sized 
mammals like rabbits and skunks 
are commonly preyed upon, it is 
essential to keep a close eye on 
your pets for their safety. The 
typical diet also includes birds, 
amphibians, reptiles and inverte-
brates. That diet includes every-
thing except a tossed salad. Good 
to know. Bright yellow eyes with 
mottled brown coloration and 
feathers that cover the legs and feet 
complete the description of this 
formidable creature.

These early-nesting birds will 
select an abandoned nest or the 

hollow of a large tree to raise their 
young. Starting in late winter to 
early spring, they will lay one to 
four dull white eggs. The female 
will incubate them for 30–37 days 
and both adults will feed the chicks 
after hatching. These monoga-
mous pairs will defend their space 
aggressively against a multitude of 
harassing species of birds. I 
captured a photo of a Mockingbird 
dive-bombing our visitor in a pine 
tree on 10th Street, confirming this 
behavior (see photo). These owls 
do not face the threat of extinction. 
They range from the Arctic tree 
line to southern South America.

When authoring these articles, 
I seem to always find an unusual 
fact or statistic linked to each 
species of bird. The Great Horned 
Owl is no exception. In the far 
north, winter conditions make 
hunting for prey much more 
difficult. These resourceful birds 
will store uneaten food on a branch 
for later consumption. You know 
– leftovers! When it comes time to 
eat, instead of using a microwave, 
they sit on each morsel and incu-
bate it to the proper temperature. 
Leftovers? No thanks! But, if you 
use this method, I will make no 
judgements. Therefore, I encour-
age you to go and enjoy the 
outdoors and possibly some 
leftovers.

by Amy Peebles
“We make a living by what we 

get, but we make a life by what we 
give,” said Winston Churchill and 
no place better exemplifies this 
than TR. Our library is but one 
example of Churchill’s words and 
how a simple bookshelf on the 
south wall of Busch Hall in the 
1970s grew into the library we are 
so proud of today. In this article we 
recognize some of the earliest 
volunteers who made our library 
possible.

According to our chair, Mary 
Kosbab, who researched the 
library’s history through The TR 
Times' archives and provided the 
information for this article, it was 
in the 1970s that Sally Fries is 
credited with the idea of starting a 
library. Her idea of that single shelf 
in Busch Hall quickly became 
overloaded with book donations.  
A year later the growing library 
expanded to the northeast room of 
the Hobby House. A Library Club 
was formed and headed for         
12 years by Don and Myrtle 
McMasters. 

Marion Harper, who called 
herself  Marion the Librarian in 

The TR Times library column, 
noted that having the library in the 
Hobby House was such a success 
that they were running out of room 
for the books, and she requested 
residents make no more donations 
until further notice. Gene Morgan 
made new shelves for that location 
enabling volunteers to reorganize 
the library to the system we have 
today. He worked under some very 
cold winter conditions in the 
maintenance workshop to 
complete this project.

Continuing to grow, the 
library moved to its final spot in 
the southwest corner of Busch 
Hall. Billie and Randy Doell, along 
with the maintenance department, 
undertook the big summer job of 
moving the collection to its new 
location in a very organized man-
ner.

Wayne and Peggy Lewis took 
on the job of refurbishing the TR 
scrapbooks. Wayne scanned the 
photos so they could be kept on 
CDs and Peggy updated and 
organized them, placing the paper 
ephemera in acid-free paper. There 
are several to enjoy and it’s a fun 
look back to the activities of the past.

Chris Milam made the popular 
Book Buddies hands-free cush-
ioned book holders to sell, with 
proceeds from the sales used to 
support the library. Our retired 
library books were collected by 
Lee Kellar for her Paperbacks for 
Servicemen Project. 

There is a memorial plaque in 
the library honoring Mary Ann 
Chellman who, with the help of 
Helen Bisbee, undertook the big 
project of organizing the nonfic-
tion sections into what we enjoy 
today. 

Although there are too many 
people to mention here, we thank 
and remember all those who 
played a part in the story of our 
library. 

Our committee meets the first 
Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. 
in Citrus East and new members 
are welcome to join us. 

Book Browsers 2026 reading list
by Mary Kosbab
“Lady Tan’s Circle of Friends” by Lisa See
“Her Hidden Genius” by Marie Benedict 
“Anxious People” by Fredrik Backman 
“The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life, 
Freedom, and Justice” by Anthony Ray Hinton
“The Berry Pickers” by Amanda Peters 

by Nancy McDowell
Momma, it’s cold outside!  As 

I type this, temperatures have 
dropped to an unwelcome cold 
here in sunny Florida.  If I am cold, 
what about my garden plants? 
Many of the annuals and seasonal 
vegetables that we plant here are 
not “Florida-cold” hearty, so how 
do we protect them when temper-
atures drop too low?

What is “too low?” Below 
freezing, in whatever temperature 
language you speak. For us Amer-
icans, freezing is 32 degrees 
Farenheit and for you Canadians, 
it is 0 degrees Celsius. Use freez-
ing as your guide and watch the 
local forecast.

The Lake Margaret Garden 
Club members gather the day 
before temperatures are due to 
drop and cover our annuals and 
more delicate plants with frost 
cloth. This is a lightweight, 
breathable fabric that protects 
plants from the colder tempera-
tures and possible frost damage. 
Our process is to not have the cloth 
touch the plants so we use chairs 
to prop the cloth above them. We 
drape the cloth to the ground 
making a tent-like covering for the 
plants. Frost cloth is available at 
most nurseries and on-line stores. 
The next day, assuming freezing 
temperatures are not forecast 
again, we uncover, allow our 
cloths to dry, then store away for 
the next time. Then we do a dance 
to the weather gods to keep the 
temperatures higher for the rest of 
the season. 

Why not just use old sheets? 
In a pinch these can work but frost 

cloths are more breathable, allow-
ing air and moisture to pass 
through. Why not just move plants 
off the ground under a covered 
space? Not a bad approach but if 
temps drop into the 20s your plants 
may benefit from a little cover. 
Small pots can be moved indoors 
or into a shed. Heated space is not 
necessarily required.

Better Homes & Garden 
advises that wet, moist soil holds 
heat longer than dry ground. If you 
water your plants before covering, 
you may have a better chance of 
saving them.

Anson Nursery based in 
Lecanto, Fla, warns never to use 
plastic because there is no way for 
the covered plants to get air. Mois-
ture will be created which may 
then freeze on the plants resulting 
in damage, so no Saran Wrap, 
plastic tarps, or trash bags. 

Come take a stroll some frosty 
morning and see what the LMGC 
volunteers do to save our beautiful 
plants.

Also, save the date for the 
upcoming TR Garden Event, 
Hearts in the Garden on Sunday, 
Feb. 15, from 2 to 4 p.m.

MARY DEWEERD, BARBARA BACON, 
BETTY KAZYMIRCZUK, DONNA WEST, 

CHRIS BRACKNELL,  CHRISTINE AND GLEN LESSIG, 
PAM FORSYTH, PAT BERES, BRENDA SCHULTZ, 

BRENDA OLIVER AND CINDY WATSON

Photos by Nancy McDowell
PAM FORSYTH, PAT 

BERES, BARBARA BACON, 
CHRISTINE LESSIG AND 

SUSAN SWEETSER 

https://www.facebook.com/Treasuredfriendsgifts/
https://www.relianceautorepairllc.com
https://www.hiddencreekgolfcarts.com


Travelers Rest ResortThe TR Times10 Friday, January 23, 2026

Travel News

DAN AND SHARON ZILE

by Sharon Gilbert Zile
TR Travel Director 

 TR folks are travelers, for 
sure!  Most seasonal residents are 
traveling 500 to 1,500 miles by car, 
train or RV to arrive at their little 
piece of paradise for all or part of 
the winter season.  Our seasonal 
residents come from Canada as 
well as areas of the U.S. including 
the Midwest, the Southeast, Texas,  
New York and the New England 
states.

The off season finds TR 
residents traveling to numerous 
continents for tours and adven-
tures. Our TR community travelers 
are on Airstream Caravans to the 
Maritimes or the Southwestern 
National Parks. Other residents are 
traveling on cruises in Europe, the 
Mediterranean or even the Indian 
Ocean. An a-round-the-world trip 
has provided amazing experiences 
for Barbara Colson. Still others 
make their way to Germany, 
Columbia, India or Norway to visit 
family. TR folks are on the go.  

Full-time TR residents, and 
especially seasonal residents, 
enjoy experiencing more of what 
Florida has to offer during the 
winter months. Kathy Reimann is 
currently writing the Out and 
About article featuring local 
venues for good music, good food 
and good times. She is definitely 
encouraging us to plan our own 
time out of the park forays to try 
something new. Additionally, TR 
Travel arranges monthly one-day 
bus trips to explore Florida. 
December ’s tr ip took us to 
“SunKicks” at the Suncoast 
Broadway Dinner Theatre for a 
holiday show featuring the danc-
ing of a precision kick line and 
Broadway-level singers. 

The Thursday, Jan. 29 day trip 
will take 52 TR folks to the Ocala 
area for lunch at the casually 
upscale Ivy on the Square, a circa 
1900 Southern-style restaurant, 
followed by a 90-minute cruise on 
a glass-bottom boat on the Silver 
River in Silver Springs.  We’ll 
explore Mammoth Spring, the 
river’s head spring on the very 
river where the glass-bottom boat 
was invented. Our glass-bottom 
boat will be filled to capacity with 
TR travelers and we have a wait 
list for potential late cancellations. 
Our Small World Tours bus        
will depart from Busch Hall at   
9:45 a.m. 

Coming up in February is our 
Speakeasy Murder Mystery and 
Dinner Show at the Orlando area 
Speakeasy and Other Acts of 
Prohibition Restaurant.  With three 
Italian meal options, we will dine, 
perhaps enjoy a few gangster 
cocktails from the Prohibition era 
at additional charge and mingle 
with bootleggers, gangsters and 
flappers.  It’s all part of the murder 
mystery, and you can engage as 
much as you wish, or simply 
observe it all.  Always ready for a 
themed party, a number of our TR 
travelers have prepared their 1920s 
costumes for the occasion.  While 
costumes are certainly not 
required, it is your opportunity to 
fully experience the life of gang-
sters.  The real question is:  with 
bribes, secrets and votes, will you 
solve the murder mystery? Cost for 
this event is $119 per person for 
this sure-to-be-fun event, and the 
bus is already about half full at this 
writing. Checks are payable to 
Small World Tours and must be 
mailed to Sharon Zile at lot 2540. 
Meal choice and your phone 

number should be included with 
your check. 

 Finally, our March 6 Gad-
about is a wonderful day trip with 
multiple stops in the rolling hills 
of central Florida. First stop is a 
chocolate lover’s paradise, fol-
lowed by lunch at the beautiful and 
historic La Hacienda Restaurant in 
Howey-in-the-Hills.  Next, we’re 
off to Yalaha to visit an authentic 
German bakery. Finally, we’ll stop 
at Lakeridge Winery for a tour and 
wine tasting.  Cost of the Gadabout 
trip is $99 pp and your shopping 
purchases are all up to you.  Be 
forewarned, the chocolate, the 
various strudels and many German 
breads, as well as the wine are all 
pretty tempting. Sounds like an 
awesome road trip.

 There are still a few cabins 
available for our TR Alaska Land 
and Sea trip May 31 to June 10.  
Call Sharon today at 740-360-
3819 if you are interested and 
would like more information.  We 
have at least one TR female who 
would be interested in sharing a 
balcony cabin with another female. 

 TR travelers are on the go, 
whether traveling to and from TR, 
making epic journeys on their own 
or taking day trips and short cruises 
with other TR travelers. What a gift 
in life it is to anticipate the next 
journey to someplace new.

Travel quote: “Oh, the places 
you’ll go!” – Dr. Seuss 

The Silver Springs Glass Bottom Boat trip 
is next week on THURSDAY, JAN. 29.
Motor Coach departs from Busch Hall 
parking lot at 9:45 a.m.

Don’t Forget

by Kathy Reimann
Are you looking for a hidden 

gem of a restaurant? You will want 
to seek out the Chop Block Grill 
at 691 South Broad Street in 
Brooksville, Fla. The outside 
appearance doesn’t prepare you 
for what’s inside this upscale 
restaurant. They feature American 
grilled items of prime steaks, pork, 
chicken and seafood as well as 
pastas and stir fries. All of their 
food is cooked to order.

We recently dined there with 
our friends Dave and Beth Farring-
ton. No one was disappointed with 
our choice of food which included 
garlic basted bread, Caesar Salad, 
French Onion Soup, bourbon 
basted chicken, salmon and 
Chicken Alfredo. All of it was 
delicious topped off with a glass 
(or two) of Cabernet for the Far-
ringtons and of course, Wolf 
believes Captain Morgan goes 
with everything.

Be sure to try the desserts 
prepared by their pastry chef,  
cherry cobbler, bread pudding or 
lemon cake – all delicious.

Photos by Wolf Reimann
Kathy Reimann and Beth 
Farrington were satisfied 
with their great meals.

The Chop Block Grill in Brooksville.

Although we have never been, 
we understand one of their most 
popular dishes is the Tuesday       
$8 Lunch Special, a half pound 
burger and fries. The Special is 
served between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
Expect lineups and a big crowd.

Enjoy this restaurant next time 
you are Out and About.

https://skymed.com
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Classifieds

Apple iPhone 12 Pro with cord, 
plug and cover, $250. 

17-35 Sharon Cook
813-956-7977

Yakama four, bike back rack,
articulating model, swings out of 
the way of truck tailgate, slide in 
two inch hitch receiver. Locks to 
vehicle and locks bikes to rack, 
$250.

13-13 Bill Worrall 
540-270-3895

 TR Sports

Five Crowns

RC Motorsports
by Tom Stuart
Saturday, Jan. 10
Top 3 point earners per class 
2 WD Class
Kevin Cahill, Ed Fosnight ........35
Howard Best .............................34
4x4 WD Class
Kevin Cahill .............................23
Sean Neer .................................21
James Chambers .......................16
Wednesday, Jan. 14
2WD Class
John Toombs ............................35
Ed Fosnight, Billy Wood ..........32
4x4 WD Class
Kevin Cahill .............................24
James Chambers .......................20
Sean Neer .................................12

Men’s Golf
by Barry English
Thursday, Jan. 15
Low Handicap (0-8)
Low Gross
Jim Prasch ................................33
Dan Watson ..............................35
Low Net
Ken Person ...............................29
Mark Fedus ..............................30
Closest to pin #5
Herry Binnendĳk ..................... 9' 
Birdies
Jim Prasch, Ken Person, 
Mark Fedus, Bill Harkins ...........2
Dan Watson, Moe Michaud, 
Lloyd Marsh, Bruce Cole, 
Ralph Smith, Roy French, 
Art Clark ....................................1
High Handicap (9+)
Low Gross
Bruce Cole ...............................40
Dennis Ledbetter ......................41
Low Net
Jim Doggett, Rick Thompson…31
Closest to pin #3:
Jim Doggett .......................... 5' 8”

Wizard
by Denise Weik
Tuesday, Jan. 13
Table 1
Game 1 Jackie Thackery ........470
Game 2 Barry Yingst ..............330
Game 3 Brenda Hatchel .........340
Table 2 
Game 1 Rose Taggart .............260
Game 2 Shari Yingst ..............360

Ladies Golf 

Low Handicap Gross
Hazel English ...........................36
Vicki Prasch .............................38
Sylvia Cole, 
Shirley-Ann Appleby ...............39
Low Handicap Net
Donna Stein ..............................30
Shirley Harrison .......................34
Pat Daubenmier,
Kathy Reimann ........................35
Chip Ins
Hazel English, Kelly Person ......1
Fewest Putts
Shirley-Ann Appleby ...............13
Birdies
Hazel English .............................2
Kelly Person, Cathy Wyne .........1
High handicap Gross
Barb Larose, Nan Lance ..........47
Beth Farrington, Kelly Person
Janet Biesel ..............................48
High Handicap Net
Barb Watson, Val Smith ...........34
Chip Ins
Hazel English, Kelly Person ......1
Fewest Putts
Shirley-Ann Appleby ...............13
Closest to Pin #3
Joan Ledbetter .....................11' 7"
Closest to Pin #5 
Paula Currier .......................16' 2"

by Kathy Reimann
Wednesday, Jan. 14

Way to go ladies. Our current 
membership is up to 50 players. 
That is the most since I’ve been 
here and you make me so happy. 
Keep up the great work and always 
have fun!

by Nancy McDowell
Friday, Jan. 16 

INTERMEDIATE

Third - Nancy Staton
First - Rob Prophet
Second - Kim Brothers

First - Val Smith
Third - Walt Reimann
Second - Kim Fenbert

ADVANCED
Tied Third - Kat Clark
Second - Mike Clark
Tied Third - Ruth Reeve
First - Ron Reeve

Photo by Nancy McDowell

Photo by Sherie Grissinger

Photo by Sherie Grissinger

Pickleball Jam 
Winners

500
by Deborah May
Saturday, Jan. 10
Deborah May .......................2270
Jackie Thackery ...................2130
Barb Watson .........................1920
Shari Yingst ..........................1680
Deb Oppel ............................1350

Cribbage
by Bob Luther
Monday, Jan. 12
Jerry Bania, 
Bess Kuzma Brewer ...............591
Susan Sweeter ........................583
Jean McKenney ......................577

Jackie Thackery
Wednesday, Jan. 14
Table 1
Game 1
Jackie Thackery .......................65
Denise Weik ...........................125
Matt Fadrowski .....................135
Game 2
Jackie Thackery .......................90
Barb Watson ...........................105
Kelly Fadrowski .....................130
Table 2
Game 1
Brenda Hatchel .........................70
Barb Watson ...........................105
Patti Hawkins .........................125
Table 3
Game 1
John Walters .............................65
Jeff Duquette .......................... 115
Christine North .......................135

Saturday, Jan. 17
Shari Yingst ..........................1770
Barb Watson .........................1720
Bob Luther ...........................1340
Jackie Thackery ...................1270
Nan Lance ............................ 1190

by Jen Furman
Thursday, Jan. 15
Tawnya Rowden and 
Jim Weigand .........................2290
Jen Furman and Mike Clark..1470
Kitty Fisher and 
Barry Sellick ........................ 1150
Kathy and Lacy Shawver .......330
Note:  If you are a beginning 
Bridge player or interested in 
getting back in the game, consider 
joining us. You are welcome        
to observe or play. We play on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at         
6:30 p.m. in Citrus West. A partner 
is not required.

Party Bridge 

Deborah May
Friday, Jan. 16
Kathy Bocchino .........................7
Nancy Moschler, Jen Furman ....6
Betty Brown ...............................5
Deborah May, Rachel Brooks  ...4
Marcia Hatfield, Kelly ...............3
Rose Taggart, Carol Beard, 
Anne Amico ...............................2
Mary Beth Coldier, 
Ken Langell ................................1

Mah Jong 

Ninja Foodi, pressure, steam, 
slow cook, air crisp and roast 
cooker. Like new, make an offer.

2551 Susan Simmers 
407-844-7007

Avalon 2-wheel pull golf cart. 
Like new, make an offer.

2551 Susan Simmers
407-844-7007

Dominoes
by Linda Gough
Thursday, Jan. 15
Table 1  Bob Luther ...............194
Table 2  Emily Fly .................238
Table 3  Linda Gough ............ 111
Table 4  Jamie Hyde. .............135

National 
Mah Jongg

by Bette Gorman
Friday, Jan. 2
Kathy Ellison .........................100
Lyn Gower ...............................55
Arlene Wykoff, Bette Gorman .50
Wednesday, Jan. 7
Georgia Brooks ......................100
Kathy Ellison ...........................75
Bette Gorman ...........................25
Friday, Jan. 9
Kathy Ellison, Arlene Wycoff ..75
Monday, Jan. 12
Arlene Wycoff ........................125
Kathy Ellison ...........................80
Georgia Brooks ........................50
Wednesday, Jan. 14
Lyn Gower .............................135
Georgia Brooks ...................... 110
Arlene Wykoff ..........................75
Friday, Jan. 16
Georgia Brooks ........................85
Kathy Ellison, Bette Gorman ...50

BEGINNERS  

http://www.lamplighterfurniture.com
https://www.sacfcu.org/
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Visit us online to learn more or to set up an appointment.
     YourCareYourNetwork.com

EARLY DETECTION 
SAVES LIVES.
Preventive screenings can help you maximize your health care by catching 
diseases early and avoid major health issues. Whether it’s a routine physical 
in your 20s, a mammogram in your 40s, or a colonoscopy in your 50s, there’s 
something everyone should make a priority. 

18
04

02
96

99

https://www.adventhealth.com/hospital/adventhealth-dade-city

