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by Margaret Emmetts
Beĳing China is a very large 

city with lots of interesting places 
to visit. The most obvious, because 
it can even be seen from space, is 
the Great Wall.

You may walk the wall, which 
is accessible from a number of 
locations. The walkway on the top 
of the wall is quite wide but not 
necessarily a relaxing stroll. In 
some places the walkway is merely 
sloped but in others there are steep 
steps. At intervals there are large 
square sections. I was surprised to 
find a large white horse at one such 
location. You could have your 
picture taken on the horse for a fee.

As you know, all Chinese 
naturally have black hair and dark 
eyes. Since people with light hair 
and eyes are a rarity, if you have 
these characteristics you might be 
asked to have your picture taken 
with a local. At the time, my hair 
was red, so I received such a 
request. My late husband said that 
I am probably now famous in some 
remote farmhouse.

Tiananmen Square is a mas-
sive square that was the site of 
1989 pro-democracy demonstra-
tions. Chinese troops suppressed 
the demonstrators resulting in 
many deaths. It also contains the 

entrance to the Forbidden City.
The Forbidden City is a large 

compound covering some 180 
acres, built between 1406 and 1420 
C.E. A UNESCO Heritage Site, the 
compound contains 1,000 build-
ings housing about 8,700 rooms. 
It is the largest and best preserved 
ancient palace complex and was 
the home to the Ming and Quin 
dynasties for some 500 years. The 
seat of emperors and government, 
it is called the Forbidden City 
because it was closed to the 
common population. Considering 
how old the structures are, it is 
amazing how bright and colorful 
the ceramics and tilework remain. 

Beĳing has some very modern 
highways, some about 12 lanes 
wide. The problem is that most 
Chinese learn to drive in rural areas 
which do not really equip them to 
cope with the city traffic. Civilians 
are employed to assure that traffic 
keeps moving in the same direc-
tion. Motor vehicles also have to 
compete with rickshaws. These 
pedal-driven vehicles are used like 

trucks would be in the states. I have 
seen them transporting everything 
from large pieces of lumber to 
trees.

The food was quite good 
although one doesn't always know 
just what one is eating. But there 
are always choices.

Photos submitted by Margaret Emmetts
The vast Tiananmen Square with the entrance to the 
Forbidden City.

Aside from historical places, 
there are several entertainment 
venues that should not be missed. 
You might hesitate to think of 
attending the Chinese Opera 
because of a language barrier. But 
rest assured, you do not have to 
speak or understand Chinese to 
thoroughly enjoy the show. The 
show is a series of skits which rely 
on visual humor. 

Another "must visit" is the 
dumpling show. It is similar to the 
Shen Yun Show advertised here, 
but much less expensive. A 
spectacular revue, you view the 
show while sitting at a dining table 
where you are served a series of 
dumplings. Each dumpling is 
shaped like its contents. For 
instance, a chicken dumpling will 
bear the shape of a chicken.

I consider my trip to China to 
be one of the best. It certainly 
contained more interesting and 
historic locations than any other 
trip I have taken. I also found it to 
be one of the least expensive.

If you have the opportunity to 
visit China don’t pass it up.

People and Places . . . Chapter 5
Beĳing, China

Tuesday Night Movie
“Downton Abbey: The Grand 
Finale,” Tuesday, Feb. 3, 6:55 
p.m. in Citrus East. See Page 2.

Hi Lites

Activity Reminders

Monday, Feb. 16,  
3 p.m., Busch Hall 

Front Porch

Monday, Feb. 2, 
1 p.m. in Busch Hall 

TR Fashion Show
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2 p.m. in 
Busch Hall. See Page 2.

Some of the actors at the Chinese Opera were in the foyer to 
illustrate how they apply their makeup. THE GREAT WALL

Coffee Seminar
Vials of Life 
Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 8 a.m. in 
Busch Hall. See Page 6.

Coffee Seminar
SkyMed 
Thursday, Feb. 5 at 8 a.m. in 
Busch Hall. See Page 6.

Nominating Committee recommends four candidates for 
TR Board; two seek election by floor nomination

by Margaret Emmetts and 
Pam Watkins

The Nominating Committee 
of Pat Greene, Barry Sellick 
(liaison), Karen Waldo (chairper-
son), Jim Weigand, Beannie Wise, 
and alternates Pat Brown and 
Carole Young were appointed by 
the TR Board of Directors in 
November to secure, screen and 
qualify director candidates as 
required in Article II, Section 4.A 
of TR’s Bylaws. There are five 
vacant director positions to be 
filled in the coming election: (3) 
three-year terms, (1) two-year term 
and (1) one-year term. The Annual 
General Meeting is scheduled on 
Tuesday, March 10 at 2 p.m. in 
Busch Hall.

The committee received four 
resumes, interviewed the candi-
dates in December and early 
January and declared Pat Butler, 
Sherie Grissinger, Ruth Reeve and 
John Toombs fully qualified to run 
for the vacant positions. The com-
mittee recommended that proxy 

assignments received by the 
Board’s designee be voted equally 
between these four candidates. The 
Board of Directors voted to accept 
the Nominating Committee’s rec-
ommendations on Tuesday, Jan. 6. 

Last week John Freed and 
Barry Sellick declared that they, 
too, will seek election to one of the 
vacant director positions through 
the floor nomination process at the 
AGM. This is allowed by TR’s 
Bylaws, Article II 4.C. Persons 
nominated from the floor who are 
qualified and willing to accept the 
nomination become candidates in 
addition to those printed on the 
Ballot/Proxy Assignment form 
included in stockholders’ AGM 
packets. 

Floor nominations are not new 
to TR. On at least two occasions in 
the past, individuals have been 
elected to the Board as a result of 
this process. If stockholders wish 
to vote for floor nominees, they 
must bring their Ballot/Proxy 
Assignment form to the AGM and 

exchange it for a Floor Ballot. If a 
stockholder has already sent in 
their Ballot/Proxy Assignment 
form and voted they may still 
request a Floor Ballot at the AGM. 
Their original Ballot/Proxy 
Assignment form will be with-
drawn and voided and they will be 
given a Floor Ballot. The Floor 
Ballot will contain the names of 
the four candidates whose resumes 
appear in the AGM packet. It will 
also contain some lines upon 
which they may write the name(s) 
for which they wish to vote. 

Whe the r  a  s tockho lde r 
chooses to make their selection 
from the floor nominees and/or the 
printed names, they may only vote 
for up to five candidates. It should 
be noted that they do not have to 
vote for five.

 All six individuals have been 
invited to participate in the Meet 
the Candidates program scheduled 
on Thursday, Feb. 19 at 2 p.m. in 
Busch Hall. 

See candidate resumes on 
Page 3 and resumes for Freed and 
Sellick on Page 8.
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Please return form by
Wednesday, Feb. 18.

by Cherie Richman
The Annual Talent Show is 

just around the corner on Sunday, 
March 8. Please complete the 
registration form on the left. Pro-
vide a brief description of your act 
and any technical requirements 
such as microphones or other 
specific audio needs. 

Please return your registration 
form to me at lot 12-04 by Wednes-
day, Feb. 18. For any questions, 
contact me at 860-268-8627 or 
talentintr@gmail.com.  

by Cherie Richman
We are looking for people who 

can commit a few hours on the 
evening of the event and during 
rehearsals. 

Stage and Sound Booth Crew: 
Help with set changes, lighting and 
sound to keep the show running 
smoothly. 

Performer Relations: Assist 
performers with check-in, dressing 
room assignments and general 
questions.

 Door Greeters: Greet guests 
at the door and hand out programs. 

Setup and Teardown: Assist 
with preparing the venue before 
the show and cleaning up after-
ward.

To join us behind the scenes 
and help us put on the best show 
yet, email talentintr@gmail.com
to express your interest and let us 
know what you would like to do.  

For any questions, please 
contact me at 860-268-8627 or 
talentintr@gmail.com.  

Annual 
Talent Show 
registration 

Volunteers are needed
for the Annual Talent Show

by Nancy McDowell
Our next movie on Tuesday, 

Feb. 3 in Citrus East is “Downton 
Abbey: The Grand Finale” starring 
Hugh Bonneville and his Downton 
family. Come watch how the 
Crawleys navigate into the 1930s 
and set the stage for their future. 

The short clip is at 6:55 p.m. 
and the feature presentation fol-
lows. Please remember to silence 
your phones prior to the movie.

Donations for movies and 
popcorn are always appreciated as 
they help keep this activity vital in 
our community. Do not forget to 
bring a comfy chair.

TR Fashion Show 
Forever Young”

“
by LuAnn Gatewood and  
Cindy Tinkham

The TR Fashion Show, For-
ever Young, is just around the 
corner. Plan to join us for a fun 
afternoon on Thursday, Feb. 12 at 
2 p.m. in Busch Hall. Models will 
wear favorite outfits from their 
closets, treasures found at thrift 

stores, or maybe, brand new outfits 
they just could not resist. We will 
enjoy tasty snacks after the show. 
There is no charge to attend, 
however, donations will be grate-
fully accepted at the door. These 
donations will help offset the costs 
for putting on the show. We look 
forward to seeing you there.

Antonette Jennings in a guest appearance with the Malibu Boys at Busch Hall 
Sunday Night, Jan. 25.

Photo by Joe Shipe

http://www.lamplighterfurniture.com
https://www.papajoes.org/
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Briefings from the Board
 by Deborah May, President

Artificial Intelligence, while 
relatively new, has become such 
an integral part of our modern life 
that often we don’t even realize it. 
One of the biggest users of AI is 
Facebook. When we refer to AI, 
we are talking about the develop-
ment of computer systems that 
have the ability to reason, learn and 
make decisions. Like so many of 
the products we use today, they 
began as science fiction but 
developed into real everyday 
products. 

Google search uses advanced 
algorithms to help in providing 
desired search results. YouTube, 
Amazon and Netfl ix use a 
recommendation system in their 
platforms to suggest viewer 
preferences based on the history of 
viewer selection. AI is the software 
development of self-driving cars. 
One of the fastest expanding areas 
is the use of AI in the healthcare 
field. AI is used in diagnostics, 
personalized medicine and the 
expansion of robotic surgeries. 
College students are now required 
to take courses in the use of AI. It 
has expanded in all business fields. 
In the finance world, AI is used to 

aid in the detection of fraud, client 
risk management programs and 
even automated trading. 

There are a number of benefits 
to using AI. It allows for jobs to be 
completed more efficiently by 
reducing the time required and at 
a higher accuracy rate. As I am 
writing this article, my computer 
keeps offering me shortcuts or 
ways for automatic repetition to 
reduce key strokes. AI is following 
us and recording what our prefer-
ences are and the way we perform 
certain tasks. This method of 
“personalization" is designed to 
enhance user experience. 
Increases in the use of AI drives 
innovation through advancements 
in business fields like healthcare, 

finance and even transportation. 
The full development of AI 

still has a long way to go. Currently 
we use reactive machines and these 
only react to current scenarios 
because they lack any memory of 
past events. The Limited Memory 
Systems depend on past experi-
ences to help make future deci-
sions. The Theory of Mind is still 
in development. When completed 
it will understand emotions and 
human interactions. Inventors 
always start with a dream of what 
could be. The development of an 
advanced form would be able to 
possess self-awareness and 
consciousness. How fast will these 
dreams become reality in the 
future?

AI has evolved into industry- 
wide systems that help to 
determine strategy, operations and 
customer experiences. Organiza-
tions today don’t express the idea 
of whether we should consider 
adopting AI, instead they ask how 
quickly can they adopt it and use 
it to stay competitive in their 
industry. Travelers Rest can no 
longer operate like we have in the 
past. Moving forward with new 
innovations and programs is now 

a requirement to remain competi-
tive and reduce costs.

Like many developments and 
products we have seen and use 
today, AI has many challenges. 
These challenges include Ethical 
Concerns, like privacy, bias and 
the possibility of misuse for the 
wrong purposes. With any 
advancement comes the risk of job 
displacement. Additional automa-
tion of jobs may lead to job losses 
in the working-class sector of our 
society. AI systems can be very 
vulnerable to security risks, like 
hacking and misuse for illegal 
purposes. Businesses using AI 
today must be aware of all possible 
scenarios to avoid being held 
legally responsible for the misuse 
of their equipment. Legal issues 
are an area of concern and there 
are seminars available for busi-
nesses about the legal issues 
surrounding AI. 

Regardless, AI will continue 
to be strongly sought out, will 
continue to evolve in new ways 
that promise significant advance-
ments and wil l  face legal 
regulations and challenges. How 
soon can AI completely copy us 
and our human behavior?

Monday, Feb. 16,  
3 p.m., Busch Hall 

Front Porch

Let your voice 
be heard

Monday, Feb. 2, 
1 p.m. in Busch Hall

Meet the Candidates
  Thursday, Feb. 19,       
2 p.m. in Busch Hall.

Tuesday, March 10,  
2 p.m. in Busch Hall.

My husband, Tom, and I have 
been full-time residents for ten 
years. I am ending a three-year 
term on the Board of Directors and 
would like to continue to stay 
involved in the innerworkings of 
the park.

I enjoy being busy here at TR 
and am involved in several leader-
ship roles. I co-manage the Starter 
Shack on the golf course, manage 
the sales of the golf memberships, 
co-chair the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Feasts, play the bells in 
church for the JuBELLation Choir, 
volunteer in the Post Office and 
Park Office as needed, work the 
Sunday Night Ice Cream Socials, 
and help with the Foodies. I have 
worked my way through all offices 
of the TRLGA and am a member 
of the golf league-although a 
mediocre golfer!

I was born to be a teacher; it 
is all I ever wanted to do, and I 
spent forty-three years as a high 
school teacher in the public school 
system. When I changed from 
classroom teacher to Reading 
Coach, I created a school literacy 
team by putting together a group 
of cross-curricular high school 
teachers who were willing to meet 
with me before school once a week 
at 5:30 in the morning. We created 
programs to help the faculty buy 
into the importance of literacy in 
their classrooms. We were chosen 
as the Polk County, Florida School 
Literacy Team of the Year.

I have been presented with a 
Disney "Teacheriffic" Award for 
my teaching and coaching efforts 
and became the Auburndale High 
School Teacher of the Year in 2009. 
In 2010, I was Named Florida 
Reading Coach of the Year by the 
Florida Department of Education. 
Before my retirement in 2015, I 
was inducted into the Auburndale 
High School Academic Hall of 

Fame. I consider myself to be a 
forward-thinker and very orga-
nized worker and I feel like I could 
use my skills to motivate and 
inspire. I hope to be able to use my 
voice for TR and ensure that it 
remains the little piece of paradise 
that it has become for me.

I appreciate your considera-
tion for this position. If I am 
re-selected to serve on the Board 
of Directors, I will do so with 
ambition and integrity.

PAT BUTLER

Nominating Committee recommends four candidates for TR Board

Background
Insurance Agency Owner, 

1995 - 2021
Real Estate investment 

Owner, 2018-2024
Business Growth Consultant, 

2018-2024
River Golf Lodge Owner, 

2021 - Present
Objective
I would like to be a Travelers 

Resort Board Member for a 1-year 
term to give back to a community 
I love. My hope is my upbeat 
personality, business insight, and 
experience would enhance our 
park and current Board leadership 
during my term.

Park Experience
We have been shareholders 

and members of Travelers Rest 
Resort since 2020 currently 
wintering on Cabana Lot 11 33.

Functional Skills
Business management 

including Financials
Deep understanding of 

Quickbooks
Marketing 
Problem-solving 
Conflict resolution 
Communication 
Wi l l ing  to  L is ten  when 

needed
About Me
I have been involved in estab-

lishing and growing four busi-
nesses in my lifetime. All started 
small and grew to prosperous 

entities. With retirement on the 
horizon, the last one hopefully will 
be sold in 2026. 

Here, I  am a pickleball 
enthusiast with golf a close second. 
I paint, walk my dog, hang out with 
my husband,  Rob, met with 
previous manager to make positive 
changes to our Travelers Rest gym, 
have volunteered on golf garden-
ing Tuesdays, and enjoy my neigh-
bors and friends.

SHERIE GRISSINGER

I would like to contribute my 
skills and ability to the future of 
the resort to continue a positive and 
bright future for all residents here 
at Travelers Rest Resort.

Personal Information:
Age 65
Canadian
Chatham, Ontario Canada
Career History (In Part)
Real Estate Holdings/Rental 

Properties Management 1986-
2024

Abiding House: Renovated, 
named and opened an 18 Bed 
Transitional Boarding House

Development 2009-2016 
Chatham Ontario - Still operating 
today by new owners to help those 
in need and waiting for permanent 
housing.

School secretary: St. Clair 
Catholic School Board 1998-2009

SouthWestern Regional Cen-
ter: Records Clerk 1990-1998

Interests/Hobbies: 
Pickleball
Golf 
Board games 
Cards 
Singing
Volunteer experience: 
Church Board member 
Organized fundraising and 

special events  
Cooked meals and served at 

the weekly food outreach mission

I was born in Anderson, Ind., 
and attended Anderson Commu-
nity Schools, graduating from 
Anderson Senior High School in 
1964. On Sept. 10, 1964, I enlisted 
in the United States Air Force. 
Following basic training, I was 
assigned to the Electronics Tech-
nical Training School at Lowry 
Air Force Base in Denver. Upon 
graduation, I was assigned as an 
airborne weapons control systems 
analyst, serving in the United 
States, Europe, North Africa and 
Southeast Asia while maintaining 
various fighter/interceptor and 
fighter/bomber aircraft. I was 
honorably discharged on Aug. 9, 
1968.

In mid-September 1968, I 
applied for employment with the 
Delco Remy Division of General 
Motors and began a 15-month 
period of employment while also 
applying for and being accepted 
into the Law Enforcement Train-
ing Academy. On Jan. 4, 1970, I 
entered the academy and, upon 
graduation, began my career with 
the Anderson Police Department.

My tenure with the depart-
ment included serving as liaison 
to Anderson Community Schools 
and developing safety programs 
for 18 elementary schools, four 
middle schools and three high 
schools. During that time, I also 
served as a motorcycle officer and 
as a member of the Fatal Accident 
Investigation Team. I was pro-
moted to sergeant, supervising 
between 30 and 35 officers while 
rotating between second and third 
shifts. I also served as senior 
adviser to the Boy Scouts of 
America Explorer Post affiliated 
with the department.

My years in law enforcement 
provided the opportunity to attend 
Anderson University and Ball 
State University in Muncie, Ind., 

JOHN M. TOOMBS

with coursework in sociology, 
psychology and mathematics. I 
also developed community con-
tacts that helped advance my 
career. In August 1977, I returned 
to General Motors, beginning a 
30-year career that concluded with 
my retirement in 2006.

I was an active member of 
UAW Local 663 before advancing 
to a management position, where 
I supervised line operations in the 
production and assembly of 
lighting components for all Gen-
eral Motors vehicles at the Guide 
Division of GM in Anderson. In 
1997, as General Motors transi-
tioned its components divisions to 
outsourced production, I trans-
ferred to the Fort Wayne Truck 
Assembly Plant and returned to 
line production as an hourly 
employee. I retired July 1, 2006.

I have been married to          
my husband, Michael Bly, for     
27 years, and we reside in RV 
South, site 18-29. I have one son, 
Douglas, and two grandsons: Alec, 
22, a youth minister, and Blake, 
12. Their family resides in 
Sevierville, Tenn.

We moved to Travelers Rest 
the first week of October 2018 and 
have been permanent residents 
since that time. I served as chair-
man of RC Motorsports and was 
instrumental in the upgrade and 
restructuring of the racetrack. I 
was also a member of TR 
Crimewatch and helped establish 
the Neighborhood Watch with 
assistance from Pasco County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Ron Buzzetto and 
other Travelers Rest residents.

I have volunteered for various 
activities, from Christmas decorat-
ing in Busch Hall to gardening. I 
am also an active participant in the 
Sport Shooting Club and have long 
been an avid outdoorsman, hunter, 
fisherman, archer and pilot.

It has been my privilege to 
serve as a member of the Board of 
Directors of Travelers Rest since 
March 2024. I currently hold the 
office of second vice president and 
also serve on the Maintenance 
Committee as liaison to the 
Fire/Rescue Squad. It would be my 
honor to continue this service for 
the next three years as we meet 
ongoing challenges and uphold the 
standards of our community.

RUTH REEVE

DEBORAH MAY
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The Servant’s Plow

CHAPLAIN 
ANTHONY SHIPE
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Choir Rehearsal
Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 8:45 a.m.

Bernie Gutridge
Sunday Service
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Hymn Sing 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Anthony Shipe  
Holy Communion
First Sunday of the month.

The TR Times
Vision Statement

To be a trusted source of information for the TR Community.

Mission Statement
To promote activities and events, recognize achieve-

ments, encourage resident support of our advertisers and 
report topics of interest in a manner that positively supports 

the TR Community.

40 years and counting - Part 4
by Margaret Emmetts

When The TR Times was 
started by Ruth Howes, it was 
designed to be an actual newspa-
per.  Like commercial papers, we 
were to have advertisers.  The 
purpose of the advertisers was to 
completely cover the cost of 
publishing the paper.  

You probably never realized 
that it costs approximately $10,000 
per season to operate The TR 
Times. Except for a few Board 
donations in recent years, the 
money we make from our 
advertisers is the only revenue we 
have had to pay these operating 
costs.  

What exactly are operating 
costs?  Primarily it is the cost of 
printing. But, we also have to 
purchase and maintain computers, 
office furniture and supplies such 
as paper and printer ink cartridges.

Unfortunately, as with many 
other community newspapers, we 
are seeing a significant decrease in 
the number of advertisers who 
choose social media over printed 
publications to promote their 
businesses. We have seen the 
number of advertisers decrease 
from 53 to 21 during the past      
10 years. We lost two more this 
year, and both said that they have 
not seen any benefit from advertis-

ing to TR residents. That means 
their return on their investment is 
$0.  This is why it is so important 
for our readers to support our 
advertisers without whom we 
cannot print the newspaper. When 
you visit the businesses who pay 
for our newspaper, let the manager 
know that you are from Travelers 
Rest Resort and that you saw their 
advertisement in The TR Times. 
Wearing your name tag also helps 
advertisers see that you are from 
TR.

Please help us to keep our 
advertisers so we can keep printing 
our “weekly miracle.”

Each year we are faced with new ways in which hackers gain access 
to our personal information and this year is no different. It is good practice 
to monitor local news as they generally report on the latest hacking plans.

I recently received a request to call Discover card on my answering 
machine. The call-back number did not match the number I use to call 
Discover, so I immediately became suspicious. My first thought was that 
some hacker wanted to speak to me to gain access to my personal 
information.

Instead of calling the number on the answering machine, I called 
the phone number on the back of my credit card. After describing the 
call on my machine, I was connected with the Fraud Department.  It 
turned out the call on my machine was legitimate. The number given 
was the direct line to the Fraud Department.

I am always amazed at Discover’s capabilities. I was asked if I 
patronized Starbucks. My answer was no. Discover recognized that 
someone was making unauthorized charges. Apparently hackers make 
several small charges to see if the card number is valid. The hacker then 
purchased an $800 piece of luggage.

Discover cancelled my card and I had a new one the following day.
It is important to know that your bank, Social Security or the federal 

government NEVER calls you to ask for verification of your personal 
information such as your birth date or social security number. If you are 
in doubt about a call from a credit card or similar company, DO NOT 
CALL BACK ON THE NUMBER GIVEN. Instead,  do as I did and call 
the secure number on the back of your credit card.

I have no idea how a hacker gained access to my credit card number. 
I keep my card in a wallet that has a special coating to prevent electronic 
access to cards.

Always act on the side of caution and never give personal 
information over the phone. Make 2026 a safe year for your personal 
information. More next week.  mre

Make  2026 a safe year

by Chaplain Anthony B. Shipe
Psalm 146:2 declares, “I will 

praise the Lord all my life; I will 
sing praise to my God as long as I 
live.”

When most of us hear the word 
worship, we picture a sanctuary, a 
Sunday morning and a familiar 
song. We think of hands raised, 
eyes closed, voices joined 
together. While those moments 
matter deeply, Psalm 146:2 gently 
stretches our understanding of 
worship beyond a single place or 
hour. The psalmist doesn’t say, “I 
will praise the Lord on special 
occasions,” or “when life feels 
inspiring.” Instead, he declares 
“praise all my life— as long as 
breath remains."

That raises an important 
question for everyday believers: 
what does worship look like on a 
Tuesday afternoon, or in the 
middle of folding laundry, waiting 
in traffic, answering emails, or 
cooking the same dinner you 
cooked last week?

The truth is, most of life is not 
lived on a mountaintop. It’s lived 
in the mundane, ordinary routines, 
repeated tasks and quiet responsi-
bilities. Yet Scripture consistently 
reminds us that God is not only 
honored in extraordinary moments 
but also deeply pleased when we 
honor Him in the ordinary ones.

Worship, at its heart, is not 
limited to singing. It is a posture 
of the heart that says, “God, You 
matter here.” When we choose 
patience instead of irritation, 
honesty instead of cutting corners, 
kindness instead of indifference, 
we are offering God something 
precious. Our everyday choices 
become acts of praise.

Consider how Jesus lived. 
Much of His life was spent in 
obscurity, working with His hands, 
walking dusty roads, sharing 
meals, listening to people’s stories. 
Scripture records very few 
“headline” moments compared to 

the years of faithful, quiet obedi-
ence that came before. If God 
Himself honored the mundane by 
stepping fully into it, then surely 
our daily lives are not too small to 
become worship.

Honoring God in everyday 
life begins with awareness. It’s 
remembering that God is present 
not only in moments of prayer but 
also in moments of pressure. He 
is with us at the grocery store, in 
the classroom, at the office and in 
the living room. When we 
acknowledge His presence, even 
silently, the ordinary is trans-
formed.

Sometimes worship looks 
like gratitude. Saying “thank You” 
for small blessings like a warm 
cup of coffee, a shared laugh, a 
completed task, shifts our focus 
from what’s lacking to what’s been 
given. Gratitude trains our hearts 
to see God’s goodness woven into 
daily life.

Other times worship looks 
like faithfulness. Showing up 
when it would be easier to quit. 
Doing our work with integrity 
even when no one is watching. 
Loving people who are difficult to 
love. These choices rarely receive 
applause, but they echo loudly in 
heaven.

There’s also worship in rest. 
In a culture that praises busyness, 
choosing to pause can be a holy 

act. Rest says, “God, I trust You 
enough to stop striving.” Whether 
it’s observing a Sabbath, taking a 
quiet walk, or simply breathing 
deeply at the end of a long day, rest 
honors a God who never asked us 
to carry the world alone.

Of course, life isn’t always 
smooth or joyful. Some days, 
worship feels more like persever-
ance than praise. Yet Psalm 146 
doesn’t pretend life is trouble-free. 
It anchors worship not in circum-
stances but in commitment. “All 
my life” includes seasons of joy 
and seasons of grief, clarity and 
confusion, strength and weakness.

In difficult moments, worship 
may be as simple as choosing hope,  
holding onto trust when answers 
are slow to come, whispering a 
prayer instead of surrendering to 
despair. God honors those quiet, 
courageous acts just as much as 
songs sung loudly.

The beauty of a life of worship 
is that it doesn’t require perfection. 
It requires willingness. God is not 
asking us to perform; He is inviting 
us to live in relationship with Him. 
Each ordinary moment becomes an 
opportunity to say, “Lord, this too 
is Yours.”

Imagine what our communi-
ties would look like if we embraced 
this kind of worship. If kindness 
became common practice. If 
patience replaced hurry. If our 
words built others up instead of 
tearing them down. Worship would 
spill far beyond church walls and 
into homes, workplaces and neigh-
borhoods.

Psalm 146:2 reminds us that 
worship is not an event we attend 
but a life we live. When we offer 
God our everyday faithfulness—
our work, our relationships, our 
choices—we declare that He is 
worthy not only of our songs but 
of our lives.

May our prayer be simple and 
sincere: “Lord, let my life be 
worship, every moment.” AMEN.

Let my life be worship

https://www.sacredheartdadecity.org


Healthy Tips

by Beverly Bean KR4FDL
I hope many of you had the 

opportunity to spend time in the 
TR Ham Shack watching and 
listening to our TR Amateur Radio 
Club operators as they sent and 
received Morse code messages 
during our Winter Field Days 
exercise last weekend. It was really 
something to see! Morse code, or 
continuous wave (CW), as it’s 
known in amateur radio, is a 
system that turns text messages 
into dots and dashes allowing for 
efficient transmission via radio.  At 
TR, we are fortunate to have 
several hams who are experienced 
in both sending and receiving 
messages.   

It’s so much more than just 
dots and dashes, it’s a growing 
hobby that connects you with a 
passionate community of radio 
enthusiasts worldwide.  The thrill 
of making contacts using nothing 
but sound is incredibly rewarding.   
Morse code opens up a world of 
adventure and connection. You 
might learn for the challenge, but 
you’ll stay for the amazing 
community.

For many of today’s hams, 
there was no choice but to learn 
Morse code. Back then, obtaining 
a ham license required learning 
Morse code, and that meant being 
able to send/receive five words per 
minute if you wanted to obtain an 
entry level license or advancing to 
20 words per minute for a higher 
class license. All that changed in 
2007 when this code requirement 
was eliminated entirely. But just 
like vinyl records, Morse code is 
making a comeback. Nostalgia?  
Perhaps. But I like to think it’s due 
to its relevance in emergency 
situations. 

Despite the advancements in 
technology, the simplicity and 
reliability of Morse code makes it 
a valuable skill to learn. Morse 
code can be a real lifesaver in 
emergencies, especially in remote 
areas where modern communica-

tion fails. It allows for long-distance 
communication using minimal 
power which could be very impor-
tant during long-term power out-
ages. Unlike voice communication, 
which can be distorted or lost in 
weak signals, Morse code can be 
understood even with a weak signal. 
This makes it particularly useful in 
emergency situations where reli-

able communication is crucial.  
Learning Morse code as part 

of amateur radio, can be an 
enjoyable and rewarding chal-
lenge while providing a real sense 
of achievement. If you would like 
to learn more about the TR Ama-
teur Radio Club, please contact 
Dan Zile, club president.   

What’s that sound?
Morse code in modern

amateur radio

Photo by Beverly Bean
Chuck North, WJ4A, TR Amateur Radio Club Vice President 
with Morse Code Keyer Jeff Duquette K1BE.

by Donna Neer, RN (retired)
Sciatica: what is this pain?

I believe that at least one time 
in our lives, either we have, or we 
know of someone who has sciatica 
pain. What exactly is this and what 
is the cause?

One of my favorite resources, 
The Cleveland Clinic, states that 
“….sciatica is nerve pain from an 
injury or irritation to your sciatic 
nerve.”  OK, you are most probably 
thinking, where is this nerve? 

The sciatic nerve extends 
from the back of the pelvis down 
to the thigh. The sciatic nerve is 
the largest nerve in the human 
body. The pain that is associated 
with sciatica refers to pain that 
affects the back, buttocks, hip and 
possibly the outer side of the leg. 
This pain is caused by compression 
of a spinal nerve root in the lower 
back or a herniated disk or bone 
spur. This condition can be very 
painful and debilitating.

What are the symptoms of 
sciatica? The typical first symptom 
is discomfort/pain that radiates 
from the lower back or buttock and 
down one leg. Generally, symp-
toms include dull, aching, shooting 
or “burning" pain that originates 
in the lower spine. Back pain is the 
key symptom that suggests you 
have sciatica rather than another 
type of back pain. Additional 
symptoms include numbness, 
tingling, intense hot/cold sensa-
tions, muscle weakness, altered 
reflexes and leg pain. These symp-

toms can worsen with certain 
motions such as bending or 
twisting of the lower back or rais-
ing the painful leg. Interestingly, 
coughing, sneezing or straining 
(lifting) can also trigger a painful 
experience.

Conservative and nonsurgical 
sciatica treatments may include 
applying cold packs or heat to the 
lower back. Additional treatments 
could include over-the-counter 
medications such as NSAIDs 
(nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
medications). Prescribed muscle 
relaxants, alternative therapies 
such as acupuncture, chiropractic, 
meditation, etc. could also be 
recommended. Modification of 
activities or physical therapy may 
also be ordered by your healthcare 
professional. 

In some cases, more aggres-
sive treatments may be necessary 
such as an epidural steroid injec-
tions or in severe cases, one of 
several surgical procedures may 
be warranted.

I am speaking for myself 
when I say that as I am getting 
older, I am finding that I experi-
ence more aches and pains with 
each passing year. I am a firm 
believer in "listening to your body" 
and if I find that my pain is not 
relieved by conservative treat-
ments, I will trust my healthcare 
provider to get me back on my feet 
(and dancing!) again. 

References: Cleveland Clinic, 
WEB MD, Mayo Clinic.

Celebrating 50 years

TR Firehouse Open House
by Gloria Polzin

The department has decided 
to cancel our annual fundraising 
pulled pork dinner scheduled 
for Saturday, Feb. 14.

We have truly loved serving 
this dinner to our community—
feeling the love in the drive-
through, seeing so many smiling 
faces and experiencing your 
incredible generosity. However, 
due to a scheduling mix-up that 
landed us on Valentine’s Day, we 
decided we do not want to spoil 
your romantic, candlelit, fancy 
dinner plans with your sweet-
hearts.

We still want you to share the 
love with us, though, on Saturday, 
Feb. 14, from 1 to 3 p.m. at our 
first-ever Firehouse Open House. 
Come meet the people who enter 
your home at all hours—the ones 
who give you peace of mind simply 
by being willing to serve.

Learn about the training our 
firefighters go through.

See the equipment we bring to 
emergencies and how it works.

View a slideshow showcasing 
the evolution of our fire depart-
ment.

Enjoy a photo booth.
Explore fire trucks and the 

medical car.
Receive blood pressure and 

glucose testing.
Watch demonstrations and get 

answers to your questions.
Learn how to serve our park 

in this capacity.
We will also have a Fill the 

Firefighter’s Boot Station and 
raffles. Best of all—while supplies 
last—free strawberry shortcake!

Please come show us some 
love on Valentine’s Day.

https://www.sacfcu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TCPDiscountGrocery/
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by Kathy Farler
The Ohio Day Luncheon is 

Sunday, Feb. 1, from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
Citrus East. A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the Busch Hall Bulletin 
Board. Please bring a covered dish 
to share as well as your own table 
service. A $3 donation will be 
collected at the door.

We welcome and greatly 
appreciate donations for door 
prizes. If you have questions or 
would like to drop off donations, 
please contact either Kathy Farler 
740-701-4032, lot 08-09 or Anita 
Glenn 419-236-5648, lot 10-69.

Ohio

by Tawnya Rowden
Michiganders, our annual 

carry-in luncheon is on Saturday, 
Feb. 28 at 12:30 p.m. Doc and 
Donna Probes will be our featured 
entertainers. Please bring a dish to 
share, a beverage, your own table 
service and a smile.

A sign-up sheet will be posted 
in Busch Hall on Sunday, Feb. 15.

Michigan

New York 
by Pat Gouchie

The NYS Luncheon will be 
held on Sunday, Feb. 22 at noon in 
Citrus East.

A sign-up sheet will be posted 
in Busch Hall by Sunday, Feb 15. 
We ask you to bring a dish to share, 
your own beverage and your own 
table service. Deli-sub sandwich 
slices provided. Suggested dona-
tion is $2 per person.

Activity Affairs

by Cathy Stuart
It's time to celebrate the con-

fidence of Mrs. Roper on Sunday, 
Feb. 8 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in Citrus 
East. This is a perfect opportunity 
to dress up like Mrs. Roper. Wear 
your caftan, chunky jewelry, red 
hair and comfy footwear. 

The afternoon promises lots 
of fun and laughter and the party 
will be over before the Super Bowl 
begins. Beverages and light snacks 
will be provided. Donations are 
welcome at the door. 

Sign up in Busch Hall by 
Thursday, Feb. 5. Any questions, 
feel free to ask CathyStuart,         
lot 04-30 or Kathleen Darling,      
lot 03-31.

by Marcia Hatfield
Join us on Thursdays at     

10:30 a.m. in the Jeri Miller 
Activity Center to paint valentines.  
We have all the supplies and only 
need  you to take a chance to share 
our love with others. 

Newbies who have never held 
a brush and think they have no 
talent are welcome. You'll be sur-
prised how easy it is when we break 
the designs down to the individual 
shapes for your creation.
     Yes, the easiest gnome to paint 
is the one with an orange hat, blue 
dots, lime brim, pink nose and 
white beard.  

Contact Marcia Hatfield at          
lot 02-05 or call 614-946-4411.  

Rock Painting 
will focus on valentines

Several examples from the 
Thursday, Jan. 22, gnomes 
and homes painting activity.

Photo by Marcia Hatfield

Let’s celebrate Mrs. Roper

by Nan Lance 
30 Years Ago - 1996

• Garden Club speaker enjoyed visit at TR. Stan Defreitas 
presented a slide show on the flowers, trees and plants of 
Florida. He was impressed by the beautiful Lake Margaret 
area and praised the efforts of the many volunteers for the 
beautification of our park.

• Blue Book is our “Bible” for safe, congenial living at TR. 
All golf carts should immediately pull to the side of the 
road and STOP until our First Responders go by. It’s the 
law on the highway and it’s the law in TR, too.

20 Years Ago - 2006
• The first Coffee Social Seminar featured Metro Crime 

Prevention. This part of the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office 
has primary responsibility for developing and maintaining 
programs designed to reduce crime, personal safety, auto 
theft and armed robbery.

• Does a digital camera go “click?” All are welcome to find 
out at the courses on digital photography and equipment as 
well as computer imagery and manipulating images before 
printing.

10 Years Ago - 2016
• The late John Hodge worked in the Garden. John had a BS 
   in agriculture and a Masters in Resource Development from MSU. 

He was responsible for much of the landscaping on the 
   TR Golf Course.
• Karel says “Sit.” Can your dog perform the basic 

commands of Heel, Sit, Down, Off and Come? 
Karel Beck will begin dog obedience classes at the 
Puppy Park on Monday, Feb. 1.

by Lora Davis
Someone said to me the other 

day, “There are more activities in 
this park that interest me than time 
for me to do them all.” I think this 
is a feeling shared by many. 

One look at the Activities 
Schedule confirms there is a lot 
happening at TR. Some activities 
have been ongoing for many years 
and have almost become part of 
TR tradition. 

Another tradition in TR is the 
community effort to be good 
stewards of our park facilities. 

If you are using a kitchen 
space in one of the buildings, 
please include the time to com-
pletely clean the kitchen and leave 
it ready for the next activity. 

If your activity involves 
tables, chairs, or other things, 
please be sure to store everything 
away completely so the space is 
freed up for the next use.

Photos submitted by Brian Kurpicka

The controls on a 
cell phone. 

Operation control by a 
computer system.

by Brian Krupicka
This week the TR Model Railroad Club will be focusing on how 

different types of control systems provide power to trains and how trains 
can also be operated from cell phones and directly from a computer. 
Several of the modules, which are completed and in operation today, 
have control systems built into them. If you have any questions, please 
contact Brian Krupicka at TRTrains@dbcomserv.com or call 
630-961-1243. Please join us on Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to noon in the 
Jeri Miller Activity Building.

TR Model Railroad Club

TR Woodcarving
by Linda Murphy

It is not too late. If you have 
been thinking about trying your 
hand at woodcarving, just do it! 
You won’t be alone. We have 
several beginners and they will be 
great companions for you on this 
journey.

The Woodcarving Club meets 
weekly on Wednesdays from        
9 a.m. until noon in Citrus West. 
Classes begin in January and end 
on Wednesday, April 1. Everyone 
from observers to the most experi-
enced carvers are welcome. We 
will provide classes to systemati-
cally go through a project step by 
step.

Our first project this year is a 
simple comfort bird. This project 
provides the opportunity to learn 
the basics of using a knife and a 
pattern. We discuss the types of 
cuts, how to work safely and how 
to sharpen tools. We will do carv-
ing at each meeting. We will have 

the required glove and knife avail-
able at cost or you can bring your 
own.

Required items:
Knife
Carving glove
Pencil and eraser
Wound seal (required if you 

are on blood thinners)
Band aids
Suggested items:
Compass for making circles 

(not finding your way out of the 
woods.) 

Depending on interest, we are 
planning several projects.  In 
January, we are working on a 
small cardinal tree.  In February, 
our project will be a face in 
cottonwood bark and in March, 
you can choose between an 
ornament or a shorebird.  

For more information please 
see Linda Murphy, lot 13-28 or 
call her at 717-968-9306.

A beau-tea-ful day
by Cathy Stuart

Good things happen over tea. 
Tea is best enjoyed in good 
company.

Both sayings were spot on at 
the old-fashioned, new-fashioned 
tea party held Saturday, Jan. 24.

Citrus East was filled with 
great conversation and socializing, 
with more than 60 women in 
attendance. The tea, food, conver-
sations and a few rounds of tea 

party bingo brought many smiles 
and created a truly heartwarming 
afternoon.

Special thanks to the commit-
tee, Denise Weik, Kathleen Dar-
ling, Deb Etchill and myself, as 
well as to everyone who helped 
with setup, teardown and cleanup. 
Your efforts made the event a 
success.

Now, on to planning next 
year’s event.

Coffee 
Seminars 
this week

by Leslie Ewing
On Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 8 a.m. 

in Busch Hall, Nancy McDowell, 
responsible for TR Vial of Life and 
Gayle Sunde, TR First Responder, 
will present important information 
about getting and updating Vials 
of Life. They will share informa-
tion about the international pro-
gram that extends way beyond TR. 
They will also explain why you 
should have a Vial of Life even if 
you do not take any prescribed 
drugs. They will have the vials and 
forms for pickup. There is no 
charge for this service. If you are 
new to TR and you do not know 
what a Vial of Life is, please join 
us for coffee to find out how 
important this is.

Diana Hill will present the 
seminar on Thursday, Feb. 5 at     
8 a.m. on SkyMed. SkyMed has 
taken several TR residents home 
when they have been sick or 
injured or require a helicopter ride 
to a hospital in Tampa. Find out 
how SkyMed can help you whether 
you are at home or traveling.

Photos submitted by Cathy Stuart
An old fashioned tea and great conversation social.

Patty Geer frames a picture.

https://leereedinsurance.com/
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Murder Mystery 
Book Club to begin

one TR key card for building 
access.

The last clue on the list will 
bring your team to the TRGA 
Picnic sponsored by the Golf 
Association. The picnic begins at 
3 p.m. This is a park-wide event.  
Even if you don’t participate in the 
Scavenger Hunt, come to the 
picnic.

Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to join these two fun- 
filled events.

If you have questions, please 
contact Laurie Lasure at 715-495-
2444 or Marla Varner at 989-615-
2106.

Sew it goes:  Spotlight on 
Cloie Morgan, 

president of TR Quilt Guild
by Joan Ledbetter

Let me introduce Cloie 
Morgan. Cloie and her husband 
Brode have been TR seasonal 
residents for the last six seasons.  
They live in the Cabana Section of 
our park. Their summer home is in 
Little Rock, Ark. Cloie and Brode 
are active travelers in their 
Airstream when not here at TR. I 
recently sat down with her and 
learned a bit about her quilting life.

Cloie has been enjoying 
needlework and various forms of 
sewing  since childhood. Her 
grandmother was a quilter, and her 
mother was a garment maker 
sewing clothing for her children. 
Cloie reminisced about fooling 
with her mom’s sewing machine 
at a very young age.

Cloie’s first quilting  class was 
in 1983 as a young mom and she 
got seriously into quilting in 1990. 

She has won awards at both 
The International Quilt Associa-
tion (IQA) Show in Houston, Tex. 
and the American Quilt Society 
(AQS) Show in Paducah, Ky. 

Cloie continues to actively 
learn new methods and skills in her 
art, and she encourages members 
of our guild to try new methods in 
this craft.

She is ready and willing to 
help our members with any 
questions or if they need a bit of 
advice during our Thursday quilt 
guild time in Busch Hall.  

The TR Quilt Guild meets 
each Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m in Busch Hall. We have 
tables for quilters and ironing 
boards with irons available for 
members to use each week. 
Membership dues are $5 for the 
season.We encourage new mem-
bers to join us and enjoy the 
fellowship at our guild. 

Cloie Morgan with her quilt at 
the Portland Quilt Show, Red 
and White exhibit.

Photo submitted by Joan Ledbetter

by Judy Leister
I’ve always had a dog. They 

add so much to our lives. All 
through history dogs have been 
helping us in so many ways. Most 
of our dogs would be categorized 
as pets. We depend on them for 
love and cuddling plus, of course, 
there are also things like hunting, 
farm work, fun competitions such 
as agility, obedience, dock diving 
and the list goes on and on.

Several of our past dogs did 
therapy work when we visited 
residents at nursing homes and 
hospitals. I especially loved 
tagging along with the TR Clog-
gers when they went to nursing 
homes. While those gals were busy 
entertaining everyone, our dog 
Scoop was having a tail wagging 
good time visiting the residents.

Of course we cannot forget the 
canines with actual jobs that took 
extensive training. The military 
and law enforcement personnel are 
busy keeping us all safe. Many are 
partnered with search and rescue, 
drug sniffing and protection K9s. 
Also, we can’t forget the wonder-
ful service dogs that are trained to 
assist individuals with disabilities 
such as blindness or mobility 
issues. Many dogs are trained to 
alert medical emergencies before 
they happen.

There is yet another category 
of pooches, Emotional Support 
dogs. They are right there to 
comfort their human’s anxiety and 
depression and in most cases they 

do this naturally through love and 
dedication, no training needed. I 
have to admit I don’t think I have 
ever given this group my full 
attention. Well that is until now.

Wi th  my husband  Mark 
recently passing away, I have gone 
through many emotions that I have 
never fully dealt with before. 
Family and friends have been a 
wonderful support but at the end 
of the day, when everyone has gone 
home, I find the silence something 
I am definitely not used to. Mark 
and I were always chatting. Now 
everything was so silent. Fendi, 
our loving miniature poodle, 
quickly picked up on my grief. She 
always cuddled next to me in my 
easy chair but now she has added 
taps on my arm with her paw, 
doggy kisses on my cheek and 
invitations to play with her. This 

really lifted my spirits. I will soon 
be 78 years old. Yep, I’m an old 
lady so if someone hears me talk-
ing to Fendi, I’m sure they’ll just 
shake their head and automatically 
say I’m now talking to myself. 
Well maybe I am, but when I 
glance over at Fendi and see her 
happy little face, it automatically 
raises my spirits.

I’m not going to order one of 
those fake vests for Fendi or try to 
pass her off as a highly trained 
service dog or get her a free seat 
when we fly to Florida, but after 
my experience with how a beloved 
pet can genuinely raise the spirits 
of someone who is sad, I will 
certainly be giving those dogs 
much more support and respect. 
What they do works wonders. 
Thank you Fendi for helping me 
smile again.

Photo submitted by Judy Leister
FENDI AND JUDY

New connection with our dog

Scavenger Hunt returns
by Laurie Lasure 
and Chris Marsh

How well do you know your 
TR community? On Saturday,   
Feb. 21, all TR residents will have 
an opportunity to find out. You will 
solve riddles with provided clues 
that will identify places or things 
here in the park. Search the streets, 
buildings and corners of the park 
to solve the clues. All residents are 
invited to join this epic scavenger 
hunt. It is sure to be a challenge 
and filled with laughter.

It is simple and fun. Just make 
up a team of two to six “hunters” 
from your many neighbors and 
friends. Sign up your team on the 

Scavenger Hunt sheet in the Post 
Office (available beginning 
Monday, Feb. 2.) If you don’t have 
a team, just sign up and you will 
be included on a team made up that 
Saturday.

Everyone is asked to gather at 
the stage area in The Grove at 
12:45 p.m. Instructions and a list 
of riddles/clues will be given out 
at 1 p.m. Feel free to use your golf 
cart, bike or just enjoy the walk as 
you solve the clues. Be aware that 
both solving the clues and time are 
factors in determining the winning 
teams. Every team will need at 
least one cell phone for photos and 

by Leslie Ewing
New to TR! A Murder Mys-

tery Book Club is forming for 
anyone who loves a good who-
done-it. The first meeting  will be 
held on Wednesday,  Feb. 4  at  11 
a.m. in Hobby House. We will be 
discussing your favorite authors 
and something about the books 
they write.

We can organize this any way 
we would like; one person can 
conduct every meeting, or differ-

ent people can run the discussion 
for a book they have chosen. Two 
nearby libraries, the Hugh Embry 
Library in Dade City and the 
Zephyrhills Library, each have 
Murder Mystery Book Clubs. The 
Pasco County Libraries hold 
discussions of murder mystery 
books in nearby breweries. Now 
there's an idea!

Please put this on your 
calendar: Wednesday, Feb. 4,      
11 a.m. in Hobby House.

https://rvrepairdirect.com/directory/toy-doctor/
https://seebetterflorida.com/
https://ronniescarpets.com/
https://www.chrisaccompany.com
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by Pam Watkins
Your TR Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) packet contains 
informative documents related to 
the meeting and a Ballot/Proxy 
Assignment form, the tool 
stockholders need to exercise their 
right to vote.

The Ballot/Proxy Assignment 
form serves as EITHER a ballot 
OR a proxy assignment depending 
on which box the stockholder 
checks on the front of the form. 
Whether the form is used as a ballot 
or proxy assignment, it also serves 
to establish the stockholder’s num-
ber of share(s)  present at the AGM 
for the purpose of establishing 
quorum.

BALLOT
Stockholders may use the 

Ballot/Proxy Assignment form as 
a BALLOT by checking the “I vote 
my share(s) as indicated on the 
reverse side of this ballot” box and 
marking the vote(s) on the other 
side of the form. Stockholders who 
are entitled to vote have the right 
to vote their number of share(s) for 
up to five candidates this year as 
there are five open positions for TR 
Board directors. Stockholders are 
not required to vote for every 
candidate on the ballot. The 
candidates who receive the most 
votes will serve the longer terms. 

When you have completed the 
ballot, sign the form and submit it 
to the TR Office via mail, email or 
fax. 

FLOOR BALLOTS
Although there are only four 

candidates listed on the ballot and 
five open positions for directors, 
per TR Board President Deborah 
May after conferring with TR’s 
corporate attorney, stockholders 
cannot add a person to the Ballot/
Proxy Assignment form as a 
write-in candidate. However, TR 
bylaws do allow candidates to be 
nominated from the floor at the 
AGM. Therefore, if a stockholder 
wants to vote for another person 
who is not listed as a candidate on 
the Ballot/Proxy Assignment 
form, he may want to wait until the 
AGM and exchange his Ballot/
Proxy Assignment form for a 
FLOOR BALLOT. Floor Ballots 
will include the original slate of 
the four candidates recommended 
by the Nominating Committee and 
space to include any name(s) 
nominated from the floor. Stock-
holders can then vote for up to five 
candidates for the five directors to 
be elected. Complete the Floor 
Ballot, sign it and submit it to the 
AGM election tellers.

If AGM election officers 
receive any Ballot/Proxy Assign-

ment form with a wri te- in 
candidate prior to the AGM floor 
nomination process, the vote for 
the write-in candidate will not be 
counted. If a stockholder mistak-
enly submits a Ballot/Proxy 
Assignment form with a write-in 
candidate prior to the AGM and 
wants that vote to be counted, he 
must go to the the election officers 
at the AGM and exchange his 
Ballot/Proxy Assignment form to 
a Floor Ballot. He can then vote 
for up to five candidates for the five 
directors to be elected. Complete 
the Floor Ballot, sign it and submit 
it to the AGM election tellers.

PROXY
The stockholder may use the 

Ballot/Proxy Assignment form to 
assign a PROXY. A proxy is a 
person who acts as a substitute or 
stand-in for the stockholder at the 
AGM. 

The stockholder may assign a 
person of their choice as their 
proxy OR assign the Board’s 
designee as their proxy on the front 
side of the form. If you assign a 
proxy, do not vote on the back of 
the form because you are relying 
on your proxy to represent you at 
the AGM and vote your share(s). 

1) If the stockholder names a 
person of their choice to act as 
proxy, the stockholder may ask 

their proxy to vote in a specific way 
or direct their proxy to vote their 
conscience.  Complete and sign the 
form and give it to the person 
whom you’ve assigned as your 
proxy. Do not submit the form to 
the TR Office.

2) If the stockholder does not 
name a person of their choice as 
proxy, they are asking TR’s Board 
designee to vote for them. For each 
proxy assignment the Board’s 
designee receives for this year’s 
AGM, the assigned share(s) will 
be voted equally for Pat Butler, 
Sherie Grissinger, Ruth Reeve and 
John Toombs in the election of 
directors to the Board in accor-
dance with the Nominating Com-
mittee’s recommendation. Proxy 
assignments received by the 
Board’s designee will not be voted 
for any candidate nominated from 
the floor at the AGM. Complete 
and sign the form and submit it to 
the TR Office via mail, email or 
fax.

QUORUM / NO VOTE
A stockholder also has the 

option of submitting the Ballot/
Proxy Assignment form without 
checking any of the boxes or voting 
for any of the candidates. In this 
case, the stockholder’s share(s) are 
counted for quorum, but no votes 
are recorded. Complete and sign 

the form and submit it to the TR 
Office via mail, email or fax.

CHANGING YOUR VOTE
Finally, if you submit your 

ballot or proxy assignment  and 
wish to change it, you may do so 
at the AGM. The AGM head teller 
will pull your previously submit-
ted form and provide you with a 
new form to cast your vote. 
Complete and sign the form and 
return it to the AGM election 
officers.

Wha teve r  you ,  a s  the 
stockholder, decide to do, the 
important thing to remember is 
your vote is the best way to make 
yourself heard regarding the 
management and future of TR. 

TR’s Annual 
General Meeting

 TR’ s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) is scheduled on Tuesday, 
March 10 at 2 p.m. in Busch Hall. 
The doors open at 1 p.m. Exercise 
your right to vote and don’t forget 
to sign your form.

The AGM Ballot/Proxy Assignment form

Two seek election by floor nomination process O8000 Stockholder Meeting
O8010 QUORUM: When a quorum 
is reached, the Election Inspector will 
notify the Board President. The report 
will include the number of proxy 
shares voted, the number of Stockhold-
ers registered for the meeting and the 
number of shares to be voted as floor 
ballots. (Revised 11-1-22) 
O8015 PROXY REVOKE: A 
clerk will work at the Revoke Proxy 
Table with the Cancel Proxy Computer 
Operator. The clerk will fill out the 
appropriate card for each Stockholder 
who wishes to cancel his/her 
previously voted proxy. 
O8020 FLOOR BALLOT: The 
Proxy/Meeting Attendance Form may 
be turned in at the meeting to receive 
a floor ballot. 
O8025 BALLOT ISSUED: The 
"Ballot Issued" stamped Meeting 
Attendance Form will then be taken 
by an usher to the appropriate com-
puter operator to be entered into the 
computer. 
O8030 BALLOT CLOSED: No 
proxy ballots may be exchanged for a 
floor ballot after the meeting has 
opened. 
O8035 FLOOR VOTE : The 
Election Inspector shall supervise any 
floor vote counts required during the 
course of the meeting. (11-1-22) 
O8040 BALLOTS COUNT: The 
Election Inspector will designate 
tellers to count the ballots. (11-1-22) 
O8045 VOTE RESULTS: The 
Election Inspector shall summarize 
Stockholder registration, voting and 
proxy results for the Annual Meeting 
report. (Revised 11-1-22) 
O8050 BALLOTS CERTIFI-
CATION: A Certification Commit-
tee of at least 3 and no more than       
5 Stockholders will be appointed by 
the Board President. The Certification 
Committee may not contain any of the 
tellers from the Annual Meeting. 
(Revised 11-1-22) 
O8055 PROXY VOTE CERTI-
FICATION: The Certification 
Committee will certify the proxy vote 
count. (Revised 11-1-22) 
O8060 ELECTION VOTE 
CERTIFICATION: The Certifica-
tion Committee will certify the elec-
tion vote count comparing it to the final 
computer vote tally and report. 
(Revised 11-1-22) 
O8065 FLOOR VOTE CERTI-
FICATION: The Certification 
Committee will certify the accuracy of 
the floor vote. (Revised 11-1-22) 

TR Official 
Policy Manual

 I have been in the Village 
since the 2008-2009 season and 
follow the residency of my parents, 
Paul and Dorothy Freed. They 
were in the park since the early 
eighties so my familiarity with 
Travelers Rest spans over forty 
years. It is great place with 
wonderful people.

I was a TR Board member for 
four years including being an 
officer and was part of the TR 
Church Association including 
serving a year as President.  I have 
participated in other various 
activities including the Waste 
Management Committee that was 
instrumental in significantly 
improving the recycling program.  
I write occasional articles for the 
TR Times. This background gives 
me a solid base from which to grow 
my involvement season to season.  

I have mechanical, electrical, 
and industrial engineering experi-
ence and am a business owner by 
profession. I have a strong 
accounting and computer pro-
gramming background. I will 
continue to bring my experience in 
marketing, finance, employee 
relations, and technology to com-
pliment the skills of the other board 
members .  I  am strong with 
technical writing and maintained 
the TR Policy Book when I was on 
the Board.  

I understand the value of 
continuing the sound financial path 
TR is on and also recognize the 
importance that changing demo-
graphics and technology will play 
in the future. There are some 
detailed decisions ahead that will 
require good leadership and a 

depth of knowledge and experi-
ence from both the park manage-
ment and the residents.

To lead TR forward, the Board 
will need to explore new ideas to 
preserve the character of the park 
while adapting to the inevitable 
changes that are occurring includ-
ing the development of the new RV 
park nearby. I look forward to 
contributing my talents toward 
these opportunities.

Education: Associate in 
Mechanica l  Engineer ing , 
University of Maine. Additional 
course work at University of 
Minnesota including accounting-
Various continuing education 
classes

Career: US Coast Guard       
(4 years) - First Class Petty Officer 
(Engineman) and station engineer 
at two Search and Rescue stations 
and a Certified Boarding Officer.

Honeywell (Minneapolis, 
MN) – Prototype machinist .  
Healy-Ruff Co. (Roseville, MN) – 
Water and waste water control 
panel designer and parts manager 
for eight years

Forest Engineering (Forest 
Lake, MN) – Owner, President and 
Treasurer from 1983 to 2008. It 
was a contract high volume 
machine shop for 25 years until 
sold.  

Spruce Lodge Partners (For-
est Lake, MN) – Managing Partner 
and Treasurer from 1990 to 
present. It is a real estate holding 
company for a commercial prop-
erty.

Lakes Area Business Associa-
tion (Forest Lake, MN) – Director 
and Treasurer since 1994. It is a 
local business owners’ group ded-
icated to reducing the costs of 
doing business in the area.

Commitment
My wife Marge and I are 

normally in the park from mid-
October through late April with a 
Christmas break back in Minne-
sota. My Tuesday mornings are 
free and I’m available for out of 
season meetings electronically. I 
look forward to resuming my 
Board membership and service to 
the TR residents and shareholders.  

BARRY R. SELLICK

My wife, Marta, and I first 
visited TR in 2013, staying on    
8th street and, as so many of us 
have done, enjoyed it so much that 
we signed a lease the next year. We 
stay in a 5th wheel living here 
seasonally ever since and plan on 
continuing to do for the foresee-
able future. We have a white 
schnauzer named Franz which fills 
out the family, you’ll see me 
walking him around RV South in 
the mornings and evenings. I was 
born and raised in South Florida 
graduating from North Miami 
High School in 1967. We moved 
from there to the Orlando area in 
1982 and, in 2005, to Brevard, 
NC-trying a totally different life 
style. We don’t care much for the 
long overcast skies during winter 
in the mountains, so that explains 
TR. 

Travelers Rest: My initial 
activity interest here was in 
remote-control sailing, which I 
absolutely love and continue to do. 
I was the race committee chairman 
for several years and the Mirror 
Lake Yacht Club Commodore for 
5 years. In addition, I sing as a bass 
in the TR Church Celebration 
Choir and help with the beginner’s 
bridge class. Lastly, I have recently 
joined the Thursday morning crew 
at the Snack Shack-what a fun 
group of guys they are. 

I was first elected to the TR 
Board of Directors in 2022 and 
served a full three-year term, with 
the last 2 years as 2nd Vice-Presi-
dent. I was appointed back to the 
board in 2025 due to unforeseen 
vacancies. I am, also, a member of 

the Maintenance Committee 
which I very much enjoy. My work 
experience also allowed me to 
contribute to the recent remodeling 
of the Busch Hall kitchen.

Work Experience: I started at 
minimum wage in a sheet metal 
shop in 1970 in what turned out to 
be my life’s career. Within 2 years 
of starting, I went to work for a 
division of Burger King Corpora-
tion manufacturing stainless steel 
kitchen equipment. I was rapidly 
moved up the ladder leaving this 
company after 6 years, managing 
Burger King’s largest franchise 
group, Chart House, having 
approximately 450 restaurants. 

I moved on to a small business 
handling some of this equipment 
in the State of FL staying with them 
for almost 8 years. Within that time 
period, I set 3 national sales 
records for one of their lines (Nieco 
Corp); a company that I would later 
join and stay with for 25 years. 

The Nieco Corporation gave 
me the same opportunities for 
growth and promotion as my        
3 previous employers. I started 
with Nieco as a Regional Service 
Manager in 1985 for the Southeast 
US and Central & South America, 
retiring 25 years later as a Regional 
and International Vice-President 
responsible for our business in 
Europe/Africa/Middle East and 
both Central and South America. 
During this time period, I worked 
in over 65 countries from 
Argentina and Chile, to Egypt and 
South Africa, to Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan, Korea, the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia-too many to list 
all of them. This work and travel 
matured me in both my personal 
and professional life learning to 
deal with individuals in so many 
different cultures. First and 
foremost is to LISTEN and pay 
attention. Negotiations won’t be 
fruitful if both sides aren’t willing 
to listen and understand the other 
person’s point of view. 

This ability has served me 
well and both my previous board 
experience and maintenance 
committee experience will help me 
serve Travelers Rest to the best of 
my abilities.

JOHN FREED
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 Library News  Garden News

Birding Activity
by Tom Butler

BUSYBODY ALERT
No, I am not talking about my 

wife. There are other busybodies 
in the world and the Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher is one of them. 
Constant motion is important for 
this tiny bird to survive, especially 
when you realize that they dine on 
insects. When your food is on the 
move you must move or starve. 
This leaves little opportunity to sit 
still. This Gnatcatcher is barely 
bigger than a Hummingbird. At 
four inches long, sporting a six-
inch wingspan and weighing a 
whopping .02 ounces, this truly is 
a tiny bird. This combination of 
small size and constant rapid 
movement creates a photogra-
pher’s nightmare. You see it 
hovering near a branch and lift 
your lens to the appropriate 
position – gone! The Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher will steal bugs from a 
spider’s web as well as a few fibers 
for their nest. Obviously, it will 
also grab a spider! Does this make 
a spiderweb the Gnatcatchers 
grocery store? Hmmm!

These long-tailed, slender 
birds differ very little from male 
to female in appearance. That 
namesake coloring for starters. 
The males have a black, V-shaped 
mark above the eyes, but this 
identifying feature can be nearly 
impossible to spot when these 
birds rarely stop moving. A black 
tail with white outer feathers is an 
easier feature to spot but alas, does 
not vary from genders. These birds 
show distinct behaviors among 
other birds. Both adults will 
participate in the nest-building, 
incubation of the eggs and feeding 
the young until they fledge. The 
nest they build consists of lichens, 
hair and spiderwebs. Comfy! If 
you are lucky enough to spot a nest 
it will appear to be just a knot on 
a branch. Four to five eggs will be 
incubated in that nest for 10 to    

15 days. These Gnatcatchers may 
also produce two broods each 
season. 

To witness these tiny beauties, 
find an open space near a tree line 
and look up! It shouldn’t take long 
to spot this miniature whirlwind of 
a bird. They will dart from branch 
to branch seeking a snack and will 
occasionally be seen hovering 
while waiting for the perfect 
moment to strike. Keep your eyes 
moving because they will be gone 
in a flash! 

The populations of the 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers in the U.S. 
are on the rise, in part due to 
protection from the U.S. Migratory 
Bird Act. They are not endangered, 
but their survival requires manage-
ment of environmental needs. This 

is the only Gnatcatcher found in 
the Eastern U.S. and requires the 
efforts of everyone to continue a 
successful rise. Get out there, 
witness nature and do no harm. 
Good luck! 

Photo by Tom Butler
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER

by Amy Peebles
Early risers who attended the 

Coffee Seminar in Busch Hall on 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, enjoyed a 
presentation by Danielle Lee, 
branch manager of the Hugh 
Embry Library in Dade City. 

Working with a book budget 
of $900,000 for all Pasco County 
branches, the library is much more 
than just books on the shelves. It 
is a hub of learning and activities 
for both children and adults of all 
ages. 

Danielle explained that you 
can sign up online for a virtual card 
allowing you to access eResources 
including ebooks through the 
Libby and Cloud Apps. Then visit 
the library to receive your all-
access card allowing you to borrow 
physical books. Asked what the 
library’s cost of an ebook was, 
Danielle said approximately $100 
per book with books being added 
daily. Licensing determines how 
long a book remains on the apps, 
but Danielle said some books stay 
forever. Although many use the 
ebook apps, she noted that children 
and seniors especially like to visit 
the library to be hands-on with all 
the available materials. 

A good way to pass a cold 
winter’s day is to attend one of the 
library’s Winter Speaker Series. 
The first in the series was Picturing 
Florida presented by Dr. Keri 
Watson on Jan. 22, but there are 
still two dates left (both on Fridays 
from 2 to 3 p.m.); A Motion Picture 
Paradise presented by Dr. David 

Morton on Feb. 13 and Sunshine 
State Soundtrack, The Famous 
Musicians of Florida presented by 
Gary McKechnie on March 20. 

Offering classes and activities 
all year-round, some of January’s 
activities include Yarn for More, 
Chess Club, Tech Help, two Book 
Clubs and Dulcimer Jam. For those 
who may have grandchildren 
visiting in February there are 
activities for ages birth-to-PreK 
through Teen Grades 6 through 12. 

Another service the library 
offers for valid card holders is free 
Discovery Passes for visiting local 
museums and attractions. You 
must reserve the one-time use 
passes which are available on a 
first-come-first-serve basis. When 
your pass is available pick it up 

within eight business days from 
any local library. Because they 
vary, check individual sites on the 
library’s website for admission 
details. 

Danielle also mentioned the 
ninth Pasco County Library branch 
is being built in Wesley Chapel on 
Mystic Oak Blvd. The approxi-
mately 13,000 sq. ft. library is 
scheduled to open in early 2026 
with a total projected cost of      
$11 million. 

The Hugh Embry Library is 
located at 14215 4th St., Dade City. 
Their phone number is 352-567-
3576. For more information about 
the library’s services, visit their 
website at www.PascoLibraries.
org. 

by Nan Lance
The TR Book Browsers meet 

on the second and fourth Wednes-
days at 2 p.m. in Citrus West. All 
are welcome to join us. We enjoy 
it when there are differing reviews 
as it promotes discussion. This is 
usually followed by discussion 
questions about the characters, 
themes and plot of the book and 
how it affected our lives, past and 
present.

On Feb. 11, we will discuss 
"Her Hidden Genius" by Marie 
Benedict about Rosalind 
Franklin's discovery of the DNA 
double helix, except three men 
took the credit!

Feb. 25, "Anxious People" by 
Frederik Backman.

March 11, "The Sun Does 
Shine" by Anthony Ray Hinton.

March 25 ,  "The Ber ry 
Pickers" by Amanda Peters.

We have also begun a list of 
possible book choices for the 2027 
season. Have you any books you 
loved and would like to suggest? 

Join us at the next meeting 
of the TR Book Browsers

by Nancy McDowell
Desert Rose…a rose by any 

other name. I was attracted to these 
plants when I saw that many of my 
neighbors when I lived in St. 
Petersburg had them. One was 
growing out of a broken pottery 
planter and another seemed to get 
no water or TLC of any kind. One 
neighbor shared that they just stuck 
it in the ground and never thought 
about it again. Now that is the type 
of plant I might not be able to kill.

The Spruce website explains 
that these plants are slow-growing, 
maybe a foot or so a year. They 
typically have a thick trunk with 
thin leaves and trumpeting flowers. 
I have seen them in a variety of 
colors and they are just lovely 
when in bloom.

“Desert” in the name evokes 
the concept of cactus. Its trunk is 
a succulent, so that is cactus-like. 
These plants are “native to Africa, 
the Middle East and Madagascar” 
per The Spruce. Like most succu-
lents it prefers warmer, tropical 
climates. It can be grown indoors 
or out. However, take care of it 
during freezing temperatures as, 
like many of us Floridians, they are 
thin “blooded.” This is another 
plant whose “sap” is toxic to 

people and pets, so be careful 
whose bed you put this next to in 
your home.

If planted outdoors, they 
thrive in full sunlight. Six to eight 
hours is preferred. Sandy soil is 
optimal for growth. Sounds like a 
perfect plant for Florida gardens.

The Lake Margaret Garden 
does not have a desert rose. I have 
one in my home garden that does 
not like to flower often, maybe 
because it is not in the sunniest part 
of our yard. When it does bloom 
though it just makes me smile.

Nothing to do with roses or 
deserts, but, this is big news! Tom 
Butler and team installed a new 
owl box on one of our big oaks, 
past the sheds in the Garden. This 
is a nesting option for the barred 
owl that we have seen here at TR. 
Thanks to Cindy Watson for 
capturing the installation and 
sharing it on Facebook.

The Lake Margaret Garden 
Club is planning an event on 
Sunday, Feb.15 from 2-4 p.m. We 
will offer a variety of informative 
and artsy activities throughout the 
Garden. This is an opportunity to 
stroll around to see what the 
volunteers have accomplished so 
far this season. This is a lovely 
garden at any time but seems to 
really sparkle when the LMGC 
hosts a special event, so come join 
us.

Upcoming Garden Events: 
Hearts in the Garden, Sunday, 
Feb.15, 2 to 4 p.m.

Photo by Nancy McDowell
DESERT ROSE

Photo by Cindy Watson
Garden Club volunteer Pat 
Beres admires the new owl 
box with Tom Butler.

Connie Swanson and 
Gunny Gundrum take a 
moment after coffee to meet 
with Danielle Lee.

Photos by Amy Peebles
DANIELLE LEE

https://www.facebook.com/Treasuredfriendsgifts/
https://www.relianceautorepairllc.com
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DAN AND SHARON ZILE

Take The TR Times
on your next 
vacation and 

send us a photo.

Travel News

Travelogue news

by Sharon Gilbert Zile 
TR Travel Director

In 121 days days 33 travelers 
from TR will be boarding planes 
in various U.S. airports en route to 
Anchorage, Alaska and a south-
bound Princess Cruise voyage of 
the glaciers and Glacier Bay. After 
a travel day to Anchorage, TR 
travelers will spend several nights 
in the McKinley Princess Wilder-
ness Lodge and the Denali Wilder-
ness Lodge. From the lodges, we 
will enjoy a natural history tour 
into Denali National Park and a 
train trip to the Port of Whittier 
where the Island Princess will be 
prepared for our embarkation. 

Visits to the communities of 
Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan and 
Vancouver, along with cruising 
and viewing from balcony cabins, 
will provide our cruise guests with 
beautiful glacier vistas and an 
opportunity to note changes in 
those glaciers. In addition, we are 
already making choices from the 
numerous shore excursion options. 
Opportunities include the White 
Pass Scenic Railway, a streetcar 
city tour of Skagway, the Totem 
Bight State Park and Lumberjack 
Show and more. In Vancouver, 
Canada a 4.5-hour tour includes a 
Capilano Canyon walk and city 
highlights tour before drop-off at 
the Vancouver airport for a return 
flight. 

by Susan Stahley
Travelogue Coordinator Bharat Contractor is traveling through 

India. He was scheduled to arrive back in the U.S. on Jan. 17 to start the 
Travelogue activity, but unfortunately he has to extend his stay in India 
by a month for unforeseen reason. He will return back to TR on Feb. 17 
and will schedule the Travelogues starting the end of February. Until 
further notice, this activity is on hold. Sorry for the inconvenience.

However, this also means that there will be a Travelogue on India 
in the near future. 

Many of our 33 TR travelers 
are taking advantage of the 
Princess EZ-Air amenity, allowing 
Princess Cruise Line to make 
arrangements for the flight to 
Anchorage and return from 
Vancouver. While this option does 
not allow us to fly together, it does 
allow us to depart from multiple 
locations and since we do not all 
reside at TR in the summer, the trip 
is possible whether coming from 
Tampa, Indianapolis, N. Y. C. or 
other locations. TR travelers will 
gather at the McKinley Princess 
Wilderness Lodge after our airport 
transfers. 

Is there still room to go on this 
trip? Yes, since final payments for 
the cruise are due on Feb. 26, a 
number of cabins become avail-
able as some potential passengers, 
not necessarily TR travelers, need 
to cancel. Those cabins, while not 
promised to our group, are 

included in an inventory available 
to JJ Kuykendall of Cruise Plan-
ners, our travel agent for cruises. 
In fact, JJ is currently providing 
support for several potential TR 
cruise travelers with available 
cabins and last-minute pricing. Do 
call JJ at 281-292-7022 (Central 
Time) and mention that you are 
hoping to go to Alaska with 
Travelers Rest. Please note, since 
we will disembark in Canada, 
passports are required. 

For those who are already 
registered for the Alaska cruise, 
there will be an informational 
gathering/Happy Hour on Tues-
day, Jan. 27 at 4:30 p.m.  The 
gathering will be held in Citrus 
West. Discussion will include trip 
insurance options, new 2026 TSA 
regulations, the online check-in 
process and the online app.

The Feb. 20 Speakeasy 
Murder Mystery Dinner Show has 
less than 15 available tickets 
remaining.  See the event informa-
tion on the flyer printed on         
this page. Departure will be at          
4:15 p.m., returning at 11:15 p.m. 
Reservations will be accepted until 
Feb. 6 or until the 56-passenger 
bus is filled. Participants are 
encouraged, but not required, to 
dress in their finest Roaring 20s 
speakeasy attire.  

Another day trip, scheduled 
for Friday, March 6 is Gadabout. 
Departing at 9 a.m., our Small 
World Tour bus will take us to the 
chocolate paradise at the Russell 
Stover candy distribution center, 
lunch at La Hacienda in Howey-in-
the-Hills, Yalaha authentic Ger-
man bakery and ends the Gadabout 
with a tour and tasting at the 
Lakeridge Winery. This will be a 
great day of exploring nearby 
treasures. Make it a day trip with 
some of your TR besties. The cost 
is $99 and reservations are due by 
Feb. 20. 

The TR season is filled with 
wonderful people, great activities 
and fun places to experience with 
friends!  

Travel quotes: “Wherever you 
go becomes a part of you some-
how.”  Anita Desai,

“I hope that is as true for 
glaciers as it is for chocolate!” 
Unknown TR traveler.

Photo submitted by Sharon Zile
Travel Island Princess

by Kathy Reimann 
Are you too tired to cook or 

have no food left in the house, 
then check out a couple of local 
favorites all located within 6 to 
10 miles from Travelers Rest.

Charlie’s St. Joe Market 
located at the corner of Lake Iola 
and St. Joe Road has a deli inside 
offering assorted breakfast 
sandwiches and lunch sand-
wiches made to go. By the 
crowded parking lot at noon I 
know the Cuban sandwiches are 
a favorite for local workers. Wolf 
makes regular stops there for 
potato salad which he feels is the 
best around. From their freezer 
grab yourself a locally made 
kumquat pie. It makes a great 
addition for our Thursday Happy 
Hours.

Need a quick and reasonably 
priced bar meal? Head to the San 

Ann Liquor and Lounge in San 
Antonio. Their Friday night fish 
fry (catfish) and Sunday breakfast 
after church is a favorite of locals 
and TR residents. Wolf and I have 
been impressed with their Reuben, 
wings, chicken cordon bleu 
sandwich and deep fried mush-
rooms. It’s bar food at its best!

When you are Out and About 
choose these local favorites.

Photo by Kathy Reimann

PUB-STYLE HAMBURGER

https://skymed.com
https://www.facebook.com/people/Movin-Grooms/100064058072360/
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Classifieds

Apple iPhone 12 Pro with cord, 
plug and cover, $250. 

17-35 Sharon Cook
813-956-7977

Classified ad submission
Ads are due the Friday before 

the paper is published. Provide 
item name, along with a short 
description, the asking price, your 
name and lot number. 

Send your information to
thetrtimes@gmail.com.

Yakama four, bike back rack,
articulating model, swings out of 
the way of truck tailgate, slide in 
two inch hitch receiver. Locks to 
vehicle and locks bikes to rack, 
$250.

13-13 Bill Worrall 
540-270-3895

 TR Sports

RC 
Motorsports

by Tom Stuart
Saturday, Jan. 17
Charlie Gardner ........................36
Jim Matkovich, Billy Wood .....35
Wednesday, Jan. 21
James Chambers .......................36
Sean Neer  ................................35
Bruce Anderson ........................29

Golf 
tournament 

is on the 
calendar

by Shirley-Ann Appleby and 
Gary Wintle

Be sure to mark your calen-
dars and save the date Monday, 
Feb. 23, for the Canada vs U.S.A. 
Golf Tournament. Everyone is 
invited to join this exciting, fun 
event. 

There will be a sign-up sheet 
available at the Starter Shack 
beginning Monday, Feb. 9. Sign 
up will end on Monday, Feb. 16, 
so get there early!

Watch  fo r  more  de ta i l s 
coming soon.

Men’s Golf
by Barry English
Thursday, Jan. 22

What a great week of golf.  We 
had tons of birdies, a couple of 
eagles, and even a hole in one on 
#5. Congratulations Bill Harkins.
Low Handicap (0-8)
Low Gross
Bill Harkins ..............................31
Ralph Smith .............................32
Low Net
Dan Currier ..............................27
Jay Jager ...................................29
Hole in one Pin #5
Bill Harkins
Birdies
Bill Harkins, Ralph Smith ..........2
Dan Currier, Steve Thompson,
Steve Niles, Frank Bovenburg, 
Jim Prasch, Dave Farrington,
Wayne Schacht, Ken Person ......1
Eagles
Jay Jager, Bruce Anderson
High Handicap (9+)
Low Gross
Frank Bovenberg ......................38
Mark Stein, Ron Harrison ........39
Low Net
Sam Wykoff .............................29
Bob Vaughn ..............................30
Closest to pin #3:
John Thibadeau .................. 10' 4”

Wizard
by Denise Weik
Tuesday, Jan. 20
Table 1
Game 1
Denise Weik ...........................360
Game 2 
Pat Butler, Aaron Goff,
Pat Greene ..............................190
Game 3
Aaron Goff .............................270
Table 2
Game 1
Shari Yingst ............................220
Game 2
Barry Yingst ...........................270
Game 3
Barry Yingst ...........................300
Table 3
Game 1
Deb Oppel, Jackie Thackery ..350
Game 2
Kathi Van Horn ......................350

Ladies Golf 

Low Handicap Gross 
Paula Currier ............................38
Sylvia Cole, Hazel English ......39
Low Handicap Net
Shirley-Ann Appleby ...............31
Denise Michaud, Donna Stein,
Pat Daubenmier ........................33
High handicap Gross 
Jean Furman .............................41
Beth Farrington ........................43
Ann Hugh .................................45
High Handicap Net
Barb Larose ..............................31
Barb Swartz, Stella Loiselle .....32
Pat Butler, Barb Watson ...........33
Fewest Putts
Sylvia Cole, 
Shirley-Ann Appleby ...............13
Closest to pin #3 
CathyWyne ..................... 23' - 10"
Closest to pin #5 
Kristel Halbrook ...............28' – 0"
Birdies
Shirley-Ann Appleby .................1

by Kathy Reimann
Wednesday, Jan. 21

A great day of golf for a record 
37 players. Our current member-
ship is at 53. Fantastic.

by Nancy McDowell
An Intro to Pickleball session 

will  be held next week on 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 3 p.m. at the 
Pickleball Courts. This will be an 
hour of fun and learning. The goal 
is to teach you basics and rules of 
this sport. Everyone is invited and 
there is no sign up. Just show up! 

Stay up to date on our sched-
ule via our “TR Pickleball” 
Facebook page or InTouchLink.

See you on the courts!
Jam winners 
Friday, Jan. 23
Advanced 
1. Wally Wilson, 
2. Daryl McLeod 
3. Jim Prasch 
Intermediate 
1. Vee Dunlap
2. Val Schmal
3. Arlene Bouchard 
Beginner 
1. Trevor Lake 
2. Dean Varian
3. John Ball

Golf Scramble

It was a 
beau-tee-ful night

Dan Varner, Hazel English, 
and Jim and Vicki Prasch are 
ready to go. 

by Dawn Pulleyn
Saturday, Jan. 24

Congratulations to all the 
winners and thank you to all that 
came out to play. The next 
scramble is Saturday, Feb. 14.

Winners
1. Gary Wintle, 
Shirley Ann Appleby, 
Joan and Dennis Ledbetter
2. Barb and Dan Watson,                     
Wolf and Kathy Reimann                     
3. Roy French, Pat Gallagher, Nan 
Lance, Bob Luther

Pickleball 

500
by Deborah May
Saturday, Jan. 24
Kathleen Clark .....................1670
Nan Lance ............................1600
Mike Craig ...........................1540
John Bearman .......................1290
Mike Clark ...........................1260
Carol Jean Beard ..................1240

Cribbage
by Bob Luther
Monday, Jan. 19
by Bob Luther
Bob King ................................603
Carol Jean Beard ....................598
Nan Lance ..............................596

by Jackie Thackery
Wednesday, Jan. 21
Thanks to everyone who played.
Table 1 
Game 1
Debbie May ..............................85
Brenda Hatchel .........................90
John Walters ...........................130
Game 2
Alex Walters .............................60
Debbie May ..............................60
Brenda Hatchel .........................85
Table 2 
Game 1 
Brian Krupika ...........................95
Barb Watson ...........................105
Christine North ....................... 110
Game 2
Jeff Duquette ............................95
Barb Watson ...........................105
Mike Clark .............................125
Table 3 
Game 1
Denise Weik .............................76
Joan Braun  ............................108
Kevin Weik ............................ 114
Game 2
Kevin Weik ..............................95
Denise Weik ........................... 112
Joan Braun .............................122

Five Crowns

by Deborah May
Monday, Jan. 19 
Wednesday, Jan. 23
Kathy Bocchino, 
Laurie Bania ...............................8
Kelly Fadrowki, Rose Taggart ...6
Jeanie Tillman ............................5
Rachel Brooks, Deborah May,
Betty Brown ...............................4
Mary Brown, Anne Amico .........3
Courtney Grotton, Ken Langell,
Arlene Bochard ..........................2
Nancy Moschler, Lynn Lemon ...1

Mah Jong 

Ninja Foodi, pressure, steam, 
slow cook, air crisp and roast 
cooker. Like new, make an offer.

2551 Susan Simmers 
407-844-7007

Avalon 2-wheel pull golf cart. 
Like new, make an offer.

2551 Susan Simmers
407-844-7007

Dominoes
by Linda Gough
Thursday, Jan. 8
Table 1 
Pat Long .................................160
Table 2
Mike Clark .............................260
Table 3
Linda Gough ..........................249

Two of our intrepid Jam Co-
ordinators, Gayle Kennard 
and Vee Dunlap.

Photo by Peggy Biser

TR Sports

Mark Fedus,  assisted by his 
wife Sheila, Ken Lasure and 
his assistant, wife Laurie 
Lasure and Terry and Kristel 
Halbrook were winners for 
the night. 

Photos by Sherie Grissinger

https://www.hiddencreekgolfcarts.com
https://www.allcoastroofingllc.com
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Visit us online to learn more or to set up an appointment.
     YourCareYourNetwork.com

EARLY DETECTION 
SAVES LIVES.
Preventive screenings can help you maximize your health care by catching 
diseases early and avoid major health issues. Whether it’s a routine physical 
in your 20s, a mammogram in your 40s, or a colonoscopy in your 50s, there’s 
something everyone should make a priority. 

18
04

02
96

99

https://www.adventhealth.com/hospital/adventhealth-dade-city

